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This book offers a first-of-its-kind account that shifts attention away 
from dominant Western narratives and places developing-world 
experiences at the centre of the global energy transition. Focusing 
on the formative period of the 21st century, it shows how the move 
from fossil fuels to renewables has unfolded not as a uniform 
shift, but as a layered and uneven process shaped by local realities, 
institutional constraints, and development priorities.
A local-to-global approach, combined with the Multi-Level 
Perspective (MLP) socio-technical framework, guides the analysis 
of how states, markets, and communities interact to shape energy 
pathways. Case studies of Denmark, Brazil, and India reveal distinct 
trajectories—from community-led wind systems to state-driven 
hydropower and market-oriented solar expansion.
By grounding global debates in empirical realities, the author 
challenges one-size-fits-all narratives of sustainability. He argues 
that energy transitions are as much about governance, equity, and 
power as they are about technology. 

At a time when climate action demands urgency and inclusion, this 
book offers a clear framework for understanding how the energy 
transition is negotiated across the world—starting from the local 
and moving outward.

Hriday Chandra Sarma, born 1985, holds a PhD in International Energy Studies 
from the Jawaharlal Nehru University, along with a law degree and advanced training 
in international relations. His work focuses on geoeconomics, energy transitions, 
digital governance, and the intersection of law and technology. He is a Senior Fellow 
at the South Asia Democratic Forum in Brussels and practices as an advocate before 
the Supreme Court of India in New Delhi. 
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Point-source discharge of greenhouse gases 

Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Air_pollution_by_industrial 
_chimneys.jpg 

  

 
Wind Power Plant. 

Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Windpark-Wind-Farm.jpg 
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21st Century choice: Look after our planet and it will look after us, or don’t and 

face the consequences. 

Phil Harding, 

a British field archaeologist best known to the public as a 

member of Channel 4’s Time Team series. 

 
 

 
There must be a better way to make the things we want, a way that doesn’t spoil 

the sky, or the rain or the land. 

Paul McCartney, 

a British vocalist, songwriter, composer, bass guitarist, poet and painter, 

best known for his work with the English rock band The Beatles. 

 
 

 
By speeding the transition to cleaner energy, we can improve the lives of billions 
of people, while also reducing the risks we face from a changing climate. 

Michael Bloomberg, 

an American businessman, philanthropist and former mayor of 

New York City, best known as the founder of Bloomberg L.P. 
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