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Foreword  
 
 

This book addresses a highly topical issue regarding the relationship of 
regional identities and an overarching national identity in contemporary 
Ukraine. This complex relationship is analysed in the book through the study 
of the teaching of Ukrainian history in Ukraine after the demise of the USSR 
and of the perception of the new historical narrative among teachers and 
schoolchildren in three oblasts of Eastern Ukraine.  

The book argues for the importance of taking regional identities in 
Ukraine seriously. Demonstrating analytical skills and originality, it suggests 
that the focus on state-led nation-building often leads scholars underestimat-
ing the multiplicity of people’s identities, particularly the significance of their 
regional identities. The author argues that many studies of the post-
communist transition have overlooked the contribution to nation-building 
projects of ‘ordinary people’, who accept, reject or ‘renegotiate’ state-
supported narratives. This book redresses this imbalance, providing a wealth 
of empirical evidence about varying responses from teachers and schoolchil-
dren to new interpretations of Ukraine’s history to be found in state-approved 
textbooks published in the last decade.  

The author draws original conclusions about the formation of identities 
in Eastern Ukraine and convincingly shows that the wide-spread view that the 
people of Eastern Ukraine lack a sense of Ukrainian national identity is, in 
effect, erroneous. The author argues for Ukraine’s unique form of regional-
ism, to be understood not in terms of divisions, but rather differences and 
diversity. Overall, this piece of research represents an original addition to our 
understanding of the complex and much discussed issue of identity change in 
contemporary Ukraine and provides an essential contribution to Ukrainian 
studies and more generally, post-Soviet studies.  
 

Vera Tolz 
University of Manchester 

United Kingdom 
 


