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Why This Book Makes You Sound Good 

Welcome 
This book is for everyone who wants to mix, record, and produce music in a home 
studio and is looking for a clear, practical guide to do so. You won’t get a dusty tome, 
but a toolbox. We proceed step by step: from the basics through the most important 
tools to concrete routines you can implement right away. You don’t need expensive 
equipment. You need decisions in the right order, a calm working approach, and ears 
that get a little sharper every day. 

An audio engineer hanging a microphone 

Who Is This Book for? 
For home studio owners who are studying or planning to study, who know the basics 
and want to dive deeper in a hands-on way. If you’ve ever gotten lost in plug-ins instead 
of making music, you’re in the right place. If you want to know how to get reliable 
results from common means, likewise. 
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How to Work with This Book 
Each chapter begins with a brief introduction, defines the most important terms in 
plain language, then guides you through the main section with illustrative examples, 
provides a summary, gives you a short practical exercise, and leads you into the next 
chapter. Read the chapters and implement individual steps directly in your own ses
sion. 

Set up a project called “Learning Workbench.” There you try out every instruction and 
every tip once before using them in real productions. 

What You Need for It 
An audio program called a DAW (Digital Audio Workstation) of your choice, an audio 
interface, a pair of decent headphones or small near-field monitors, a microphone for 
vocals, and a little uninterrupted time. That’s all. Everything else is method. 

In the DAW domain there are nearly endless possibilities 

It’s not the number of tools that makes you more efficient, but the routine and the 
clarity of the steps. 

What You Can Expect 
Here you’ll find clear starting values instead of myths, short mnemonics instead of 
formulas, and examples from typical shared-apartment rooms. You’ll learn how to 
achieve a lot with just a few controls, how to find mistakes systematically, how to cali
brate your monitoring, and how to prepare recordings so that mixing becomes easier. 
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The goal is a working environment that is reliable and a workflow that keeps your 
back free. 

How You Measure Success 
Not by the number of your plug-ins, but by how rarely you get lost and how reliably 
your mixes work on phones, headphones, in the car, and on small speakers. If you 
regularly nod along to the beat at low volume with satisfaction, you’re on track. 

Your First Step Now 
Create a starting project, read the first chapters, and then set up your monitoring and 
references. From the moment you can monitor reliably, everything else becomes more 
enjoyable. 
The book, just like your work as an engineer, thrives on routine and repetition. That is 
why certain approaches are intentionally mentioned more than once. 

Even though approximate values are given in this book, we advise against copying set
tings. Instead, try to understand what the audio signal needs. Templates and copying 
settings will not improve your craft. 




