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Thinking Europe’s Catastrophe brings together some of historian Dan Stone’s 
most influential articles. With a focus on the history and interpretation of the 
Holocaust, the chapters range widely in history of ideas, especially on ‘race’, 
fascism, and genocide. Social history, international history, and the history 
of the human sciences are all represented here. From studies of individual 
thinkers from a range of scholarly backgrounds, to analyses of postwar 
tracing, open source intelligence, archival history, psychoanalysis, and 
collective memory, these chapters offer a way into Stone’s large body of work 
and show how his various approaches to the past are united by the attempt 
to uncover, from as wide a perspective as possible, the sources of Europe’s 
mid-twentieth-century catastrophe and to appreciate the Holocaust’s effects 
on the postwar world.

Dan Stone studied History in Oxford. Since 1999, he has worked at Royal 
Holloway, University of London, where he is Professor of Modern History 
and Director of the Holocaust Research Institute. Previously, Stone was a 
Junior Research Fellow at New College, Oxford. Stone is on the editorial 
boards of several journals, including the Journal of Holocaust Research and 
the Journal of Genocide Research, and is a member of the UK Oversight 
Committee of the Arolsen Archives; the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust’s 
Experts Reference Group; and the UK Government’s Advisory Group on 
Spoliation Matters. He was previously the chair of the academic advisory 
board for the Imperial War Museum’s revamped Holocaust Galleries, which 
opened in 2021.
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