
Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and Society (SPPS)         Vol. 66 
ISSN 1614-3515 
 
General Editor: Andreas Umland, Shevchenko University 
of Kyiv, umland@stanfordalumni.org 

Editorial Assistant: Olena Sivuda, Dragomanov Peda-
gogical University of Kyiv, sivuda@ukrcognita.com.ua 

 
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE* 
DOMESTIC & COMPARATIVE POLITICS 
Prof. Ellen Bos, Andrássy University of Budapest 
Dr. Ingmar Bredies, Kyiv-Mohyla Academy 
Dr. Andrey Kazantsev, MGIMO (U) MID RF, Moscow 
Dr. Heiko Pleines, University of Bremen 
Prof. Richard Sakwa, University of Kent at Canterbury 
Dr. Sarah Whitmore, Oxford Brookes University 
Dr. Harald Wydra, University of Cambridge 
SOCIETY, CLASS & ETHNICITY 
Col. David Glantz, “Journal of Slavic Military Studies” 
Dr. Rashid Kaplanov, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Dr. Marlène Laruelle, EHESS, Paris 
Dr. Stephen Shulman, Southern Illinois University 
Prof. Stefan Troebst, University of Leipzig 
POLITICAL ECONOMY & PUBLIC POLICY 
Prof. em. Marshall Goldman, Wellesley College, Mass. 
Dr. Andreas Goldthau, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik 
Dr. Robert Kravchuk, University of North Carolina 
Dr. David Lane, University of Cambridge 
Dr. Carol Leonard, University of Oxford 

Dr. Maria Popova, McGill University, Montreal 
FOREIGN POLICY & INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
Dr. Peter Duncan, University College London 
Dr. Taras Kuzio, George Washington University, DC 
Prof. Gerhard Mangott, University of Innsbruck 
Dr. Diana Schmidt, University of Bremen 
Dr. Lisbeth Tarlow, Harvard University, Cambridge 
Dr. Christian Wipperfürth, N-Ost Network, Berlin 
Dr. William Zimmerman, University of Michigan 
HISTORY, CULTURE & THOUGHT 
Dr. Catherine Andreyev, University of Oxford 
Prof. Mark Bassin, University of Birmingham 
Dr. Alexander Etkind, University of Cambridge 
Dr. Gasan Gusejnov, University of Bremen 
Prof. em. Walter Laqueur, Georgetown University 
Prof. Leonid Luks, Catholic University of Eichstaett 
Dr. Olga Malinova, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Dr. Andrei Rogatchevski, University of Glasgow 
Dr. Mark Tauger, West Virginia University 
Dr. Stefan Wiederkehr, DHI, Warsaw 

 
ADVISORY BOARD* 
Prof. Dominique Arel, University of Ottawa 
Prof. Jörg Baberowski, Humboldt University of Berlin 
Prof. Margarita Balmaceda, Seton Hall University 
Dr. John Barber, University of Cambridge 
Prof. Timm Beichelt, European University Viadrina 
Prof. Archie Brown, University of Oxford 
Dr. Vyacheslav Bryukhovetsky, Kyiv-Mohyla Academy 
Prof. Timothy Colton, Harvard University, Cambridge 
Prof. Paul D’Anieri, University of Kansas, Lawrence 
Dr. Heike Dörrenbächer, DGO, Berlin 
Dr. John Dunlop, Hoover Institution, Stanford, California 
Dr. Sabine Fischer, EU Institute for Security Studies 
Dr. Geir Flikke, NUPI, Oslo 
Prof. Alexander Galkin, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Prof. Frank Golczewski, University of Hamburg 
Dr. Nikolas Gvosdev, “The National Interest,” DC 
Prof. Mark von Hagen, Arizona State University 
Dr. Guido Hausmann, Trinity College Dublin 
Prof. Dale Herspring, Kansas State University 
Dr. Stefani Hoffman, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
Prof. Mikhail Ilyin, MGIMO (U) MID RF, Moscow 
Prof. Vladimir Kantor, Higher School of Economics 
Dr. Ivan Katchanovski, University of Toronto 
Prof. em. Andrzej Korbonski, University of California 
Dr. Iris Kempe, Center for Applied Policy Research 
Prof. Herbert Küpper, Institut für Ostrecht München 
Dr. Rainer Lindner, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik 
Dr. Vladimir Malakhov, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Dr. Luke March, University of Edinburgh 

Dr. Michael McFaul, Stanford University, California 
Prof. Birgit Menzel, University of Mainz-Germersheim 
Prof. Valery Mikhailenko, The Urals State University 
Prof. Emil Pain, Higher School of Economics, Moscow 
Dr. Oleg Podvintsev, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Prof. Olga Popova, St. Petersburg State University 
Dr. Alex Pravda, University of Oxford 
Dr. Erik van Ree, University of Amsterdam 
Dr. Joachim Rogall, Robert Bosch Foundation, Stuttgart 
Prof. Peter Rutland, Wesleyan University, Middletown 
Dr. Sergei Ryabov, Kyiv-Mohyla Academy 
Prof. Marat Salikov, The Urals State Law Academy 
Dr. Gwendolyn Sasse, University of Oxford 
Prof. Jutta Scherrer, EHESS, Paris 
Prof. Robert Service, University of Oxford 
Mr. James Sherr, Defence Academy of the UK, Swindon 
Dr. Oxana Shevel, Tufts University, Medford 
Prof. Eberhard Schneider, University of Siegen 
Prof. Olexander Shnyrkov, Shevchenko University, Kyiv 
Prof. Hans-Henning Schröder, University of Bremen 
Prof. Viktor Shnirelman, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Dr. Lisa Sundstrom, University of British Columbia 
Dr. Philip Walters, “Religion, State and Society,” Leeds 
Prof. Zenon Wasyliw, Ithaca College, New York State 
Dr. Lucan Way, University of Toronto 
Dr. Markus Wehner, “Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung” 
Dr. Andrew Wilson, University College London 
Prof. Jan Zielonka, University of Oxford 
Prof. Andrei Zorin, University of Oxford 

* While the Editorial Committee and Advisory Board support the General Editor in the choice and improvement of manuscripts 
for publication, responsibility for remaining errors and misinterpretations in the series’ volumes lies with the books’ authors. 



Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and Society (SPPS) 
ISSN 1614-3515 
 

Founded in 2004 and refereed since 2007, SPPS 
makes available affordable English-, German- 
and Russian-language studies on the history of 
the countries of the former Soviet bloc from the 
late Tsarist period to today. It publishes ap-
proximately 20 volumes per year, and focuses 
on issues in transitions to and from democracy 
such as economic crisis, identity formation, civil 
society development, and constitutional reform 
in CEE and the NIS. SPPS also aims to high-
light so far understudied themes in East Euro-
pean studies such as right-wing radicalism, reli-
gious life, higher education, or human rights 
protection. The authors and titles of previously 
published and forthcoming manuscripts are 
listed at the end of this book. For a full descrip-
tion of the series and reviews of its books, see 
http://www.ibidem-verlag.de/red/spps. 
Note for authors (as of 2007): After successful 
review, fully formatted and carefully edited 
electronic master copies of up to 250 pages will 
be published as b/w A5 paperbacks and mar-
keted in Germany (e.g. vlb.de, buchkatalog.de, 
amazon.de). English-language books will, in 
addition, be marketed internationally (e.g. ama-
zon.com). For longer books, formatting/editorial 
assistance, different binding, oversize maps, 
coloured illustrations and other special ar-
rangements, authors’ fees between €100 and 
€1500 apply. Publication of German doctoral 
dissertations follows a separate procedure. Au-
thors are asked to provide a high-quality elec-
tronic picture on the object of their study for the 
book’s front-cover. Younger authors may add a 
foreword from an established scholar. Mono-
graph authors and collected volume editors re-
ceive two free as well as further copies for a 
reduced authors’ price, and will be asked to 
contribute to marketing their book as well as 
finding reviewers and review journals for them. 
These conditions are subject to yearly review, 
and to be modified, in the future. Further details 
at www.ibidem-verlag.de/red/spps-authors. 
Editorial correspondence & manuscripts 
should, until 2008, be sent to: Dr. Andreas Um-
land, DAAD, German Embassy, vul. Bohdana 
Khmelnitskoho 25, UA-01901 Kiev, Ukraine; 
umland@stanfordalumni.org. 
Business correspondence & review copy re-
quests should be sent to: ibidem-Verlag, Julius-
Leber-Weg 11, D-30457 Hannover, Germany; 
tel.: +49(0)511-2622200; fax: +49(0)511-
2622201; spps@ibidem-verlag.de. 
Book orders & payments should be made via 
the publisher’s electronic book shop at: http://
www.ibidem-verlag.de/red/SPPS_EN/ 

Recent Volumes 

58 Togzhan Kassenova 
 From Antagonism to Partnership 
 The Uneasy Path of the U.S.-Russian Cooperative  

Threat Reduction 
 With a foreword by Christoph Bluth 
 ISBN 978-3-89821-707-1 
 
59 Alexander Höllwerth 
 Das sakrale eurasische Imperium des Aleksandr Dugin 
 Eine Diskursanalyse zum postsowjetischen russischen 

Rechtsextremismus 
 Mit einem Vorwort von Dirk Uffelmann 
 ISBN 978-3-89821-813-9 
 
60 Олег Рябов  
 «Россия-Матушка» 
 Национализм, гендер и война в России XX века 
 С предисловием Елены Гощило 
 ISBN 978-3-89821-487-2 
 
61 Ivan Maistrenko 
 Borot'bism 
 A Chapter in the History of the Ukrainian Revolution 
 With a new introduction by Chris Ford 
 Translated by George S. N. Luckyj with the assistance of Ivan L. 

Rudnytsky 
 ISBN 978-3-89821-697-5 
 
62  Maryna Romanets  
 Anamorphosic Texts and Reconfigured Visions 
 Improvised Traditions in Contemporary Ukrainian and Irish Litera-

ture  
 ISBN 978-3-89821-576-3 
 
63 Paul D'Anieri and Taras Kuzio (Eds.) 
 Aspects of the Orange Revolution I 
 Democratization and Elections in Post-Communist Ukraine 
 ISBN 978-3-89821-698-2 
 
64 Bohdan Harasymiw  

in collaboration with Oleh S. Ilnytzkyj (Eds.) 
 Aspects of the Orange Revolution II 
 Information and Manipulation Strategies in the 2004 Ukrainian 

Presidential Elections 
 ISBN 978-3-89821-699-9 
 
65 Ingmar Bredies, Andreas Umland and Valentin Yakushik 

(Eds.) 
 Aspects of the Orange Revolution III 
 The Context and Dynamics of the 2004 Ukrainian Presidential 

Elections 
 ISBN 978-3-89821-803-0 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ingmar Bredies, Andreas Umland and Valentin Yakushik (Eds.) 

 

 
ASPECTS OF THE ORANGE REVOLUTION IV 

 

 
 

Foreign Assistance and Civic Action in the 2004 
Ukrainian Presidential Elections 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
ibidem-Verlag 

Stuttgart 

 



∞

Gedruckt auf alterungsbeständigem, säurefreien Papier
Printed on acid-free paper

ISSN: 1614-3515

© ibidem-Verlag
Stuttgart 2007

Alle Rechte vorbehalten

ISBN-10: 3-89821-808-2
ISBN-13: 978-3-89821-808-5

Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der
Deutschen Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im
Internet über http://dnb.d-nb.de abrufbar.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie;
detailed bibliographic data are available in the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de. 

Das Werk einschließlich aller seiner Teile ist urheberrechtlich geschützt. Jede Verwertung
außerhalb der engen Grenzen des Urheberrechtsgesetzes ist ohne Zustimmung des Verlages

unzulässig und strafbar. Dies gilt insbesondere für Vervielfältigungen,
Übersetzungen, Mikroverfilmungen und elektronische Speicherformen sowie die

Einspeicherung und Verarbeitung in elektronischen Systemen.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval
system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means (electronical, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise) without the prior written permission of the publisher. Any person who does any unauthorized act

in relation to this publication may be liable to criminal prosecution and civil claims for damages.

Printed in Germany

Formatting assistance: Olena Sivuda 
 
Cover picture: Demonstrators on Kyiv’s Maidan Nezalezhnosti (Independence Square) during the Orange 
Revolution. The poster reads “Kuchma kaput” – “Down with [former Ukrainian President Leonid] Kuchma.” © 
Tatiana Montik, Ukraine, 2004. 
 



5 

Contents 
 

 

 

 List of Tables            7 

 List of Pictures            9 

 

 

Introduction 

Domestic and Foreign Factors in the 
2004 Ukrainian Presidential Elections 
Andreas Umland          11 

 

 

I Political Transition and External Forces 
in Post-Soviet Societies 

Foreign Involvement and International Orientation 
in the Orange Revolution 
Iris Kempe and Iryna Solonenko        19 

Democracy by Remote Control 
Vladimir Frolov          81 

The Orange Revolution and the Distortion of the Citizenry’s 
Will: Material for a Complaint by the Party of Regions 
Valentin Yakushik         87 

Trans-national Actors in Democratizing States: The Case 
of German Political Foundations in Ukraine 
Matthias Brucker         100 
 



6 

II Voices from the Ground: Reports by 
International Election Observers 

Ukrainians in the Mist: Gorilla Tactics in the 
Campaign for Ukraine's Highest Office 
Jake Rudnitsky         131 

Prelude to a Revolution: Reflections on Observing 
the 2004 Presidential Elections in Ukraine 
Rory Finnin and Adriana Helbig      140 

Observations from the Cherkasy Region 
Paul Terdal and Tatiana Terdal       154 

From Sunset to Sunrise in a Territorial Election 
Commission: Special Observations during a 
Crucial Night 
Peter Wittschorek and Hans-Jörg Schmedes    171 

Optimism and Gratitude: Reflections of an Election 
Observer in the Poltava Region 
Adrianna Melnyk         184 

 

III The Special Case of Electoral District No. 100 

Election Observation in a ‘Notorious’ Region: 
The 100th Constituency in Kirovohrad Oblast 
Ingmar Bredies         191 

The Repeat Second Round of the 2004 Presidential 
Elections in Kirovohrad 
Oxana Shevel         195 

My Experience of a Lifetime: Elections 2004 
in Kirovohrad 
Volodymyr Bilyk         222 

 



7 

List of Tables 

 

 
Table I.1: Ukrainian Presidential Elections and  

International Observers       29 

 

Table I.2: Would you like the activities of the next President to  
be directed towards…? (Percentage of those polled.)  49 

 

Table I.3: Position towards/role of candidates and related interest 
groups in events/decisions related to foreign policy or  
international standing of Ukraine and attitudes 
expressed towards international factors     54 

 

Table I.4: Foreign business interests of Ukrainian 
business groups         58 

 

Table I.5: The German Political Foundations     111 

 

Table III.1: Precinct results for TEC no. 100 (2nd and repeat 
second rounds)        216 

 

Table III.2: Vote for Yushchenko and Yanukovych in 
TEC no. 100, all rounds      221 

 





9 

List of Pictures 

 

 
Picture II.1: Check-in Process      157 

Picture II.2: The Ballot        158 

Picture II.3: Voter List and Ballot Stubs     159 

Picture II.4: Ballot Boxes       160 

Picture II.5: Elections Commission      161 

Picture II.6: Ballot Boxes in a Hospital     162 

Picture II.7: Mobile Ballot Box Stored Improperly   165 

Picture II.8: Inspecting the Seals on the Mobile Ballot Box  167 

Picture II.9: Reviewing Questionable Ballots    168 

Picture III.1: Getting ready to open ballot boxes   208 

Picture III.2: The vote count begins      209 

Picture III.3: The two stacks of ballots leave no doubt 
about who won       210 

Picture III.4: Final protocol with precinct results (front page) 212 

Picture III.5: Final protocol with precinct results (back page) 213 

Picture III.6: ‘It is over!’        215 

Picture III.7: The protocol on the exclusion of  
TEC no. 100 members     225 

Picture III.8: Tarnavska refuses to execute verdict of the court 226 

Picture III.9: Yavorivsky and Tarnavska     228 

Picture III.10: Vitalii Belov       229 

 





11 

Introduction 
 
 
 
Domestic and Foreign Factors in the 2004 Ukrainian 
Presidential Elections 
 
 
Andreas Umland, National Taras Shevchenko University of Kyiv1 
 

 
As will become clear in this volume as well as in volume V of Aspects of the 
Orange Revolution, there is more than one way to understand the events that 
have become known as the ‘Orange Revolution’. Most North American and 
European analysts (like me) interpret the actions that took place in Ukraine at 
the end of 2004 as a democratic breakthrough in a semi-pluralistic young 
state that had been under the spell of an authoritarian past. Viktor 
Yushchenko’s election to the Ukrainian presidency in the re-run of the second 
round of the 2004 presidential election was, in this view, a shift of Ukraine’s 
political orientation ushering the country into the club of ‘normal,’ Western-
style democracies. 

While there is a lot to be said for, and much has been uttered in the 
previous three volumes on, this version of the Orange Revolution, the events 
that have subsequently unfolded in Ukraine reveal that there might be other 
facets of this story that also deserve to be told. Ukraine’s ‘post-revolutionary’ 
reality has turned out to be more complicated than had been sometimes 
predicted – in a way, reminding the familiar, inconsistent development of new 
revolutionary regimes after the classic revolutions of the 18th-20th centuries. 
Somewhat reminiscent, for instance, of the contradictory legacy of some 

                                                 
1  Originally, this introduction was meant to be a joint text by Ingmar Bredies, Valentin 

Yakushik and me. However, as Bredies’ and Yakushik’s draft was heavily cut, 
reformulated and expanded by me, I now appear here as the sole author. A number 
of elements though of the original text remained for which the input by Bredies and 
Yakushik is acknowledged. 
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national liberation movements across the globe is the ambivalent role of 
nationalism in the Orange camp which mainly consists of patriotic democrats 
with an untainted reputation, but also includes a couple of antisemites, like 
the former dissident Levko Lukyanenko.2 The unpredictable effects of 
uprisings like the Orange Revolution – sometimes conceptualized, by political 
scientists, as real ‘revolutions’3 – is also vividly illustrated by the disillusioning 
aftermath of the Rose Revolution in Georgia and Tulip Revolution in 
Kyrgyzstan.4 The events in Georgia and Kyrgyzstan in 2007, among others, 
can be seen as a glaring warning for how an allegedly pro-democratic new 
elite might be able to take advantage of Western naivety about the actual 
motivations and inclinations of supposedly ‘democratic revolutionaries’. In 
Georgia and Kyrgyzstan, it appears today, yet another, mass civic action, i.e. 
a second (or third, depending on how one counts) post-Soviet democratic 
‘revolution,’ might be necessary to fully institutionalize some fundamentals of 
an, in Robert Dahl’s terms, functioning and meaningful polyarchy – i.e. of 
genuine power of the many.5 

Those who were skeptical about the Ukrainian Orange Revolution – and 
one of this volume’s editors and contributors, Valentin Yakushik, was among 
them – feared not only a subversion of the cultural-civilizational basis of the 
society through far-reaching Westernization, but also a violation and 
infringement of the rule of law in Ukraine.6 As documented in Yakushik’s 
below memorandum prepared for Viktor Yanukovich’s Party of Regions’ 
lawsuit against the way in which the third round of the presidential elections 
was conducted, some thought that the ‘revolutionary’ situation itself could 
lead to changes in the consciousness of political decision makers and in 
Ukrainian society at large. They viewed the Orange Revolution as a real 
revolution that could bring Ukraine to a point of no return at which subsequent 

                                                 
2  ‘Antisemitic Ukrainian Politician Gets Presidential Medal,’ FSU Monitor, December 

28, 2007, http://www.fsumonitor.com/stories/122807Ukraine2.shtml. 
3  See volume VI of Aspects of the Orange Revolution. 
4  Theodor Tudoroiu, ‘Rose, Orange, and Tulip: The failed post-Soviet revolutions,’ 

Communist and Post-Communist Studies, vol. 40, no. 3 (2007): 315-342. 
5  Robert Dahl, Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition (New Haven: Yale University 

Press 1972). 
6  Valentin Yakushik, “Politicheskie i tsivilizatsionnye aspekty ukrainiskoi revoliutsii 

2004-2005 gg.,” Politicheskaia ekspertiza, no. 2 (2006): 289-298, http://politex.info/ 
content/view/196/40/. 
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questions concerning the formation of a new Ukrainian polity would thereafter 
be justified by Orange ethics, i.e. on the basis of Ukraine’s revolutionary 
experience, mention of which could be used to trump regular checks on the 
power of political decision makers. Some of those Ukrainians who opposed 
the Orange Revolution, like Yakushik, did so not only because they wanted 
Viktor Yanukovych to become President, but also because they believed that 
the memories of the revolution might tarnish their country, leaving societal 
cleavages that ordinary politics would be unable to overcome, in the 
aftermath.  

This volume as well as the following collection of institutional election 
observation reports somewhat balances the different perspectives on the 
Orange Revolution as they also include selected statements with a critical 
view on it. While the previous three volumes as well as volume VI could all 
stand on their own as collections that comprehensively highlight certain 
aspects of the Orange Revolution, this volume IV as well as volume V should 
be seen in the context of the previous and following volumes. By themselves, 
volumes IV and V would not make useful reading. They constitute 
elaborations of, or supplements to, discussions that started in volumes I-III. 
This volume’s first four papers, for instance, can be perceived as a debate 
that carries on the discussion of foreign actors in Ukraine in 2004 started by 
Andrew Wilson in the last paper of volume III.7 

Much attention has been drawn to the international – some say 
‘geopolitical’ – dimension of the 2004 presidential elections.8 Important 
papers by, among others, Taras Kuzio and Michael McFaul provide detailed 
analyses of the Russian and Western involvement into the Orange 
Revolution.9 Kyiv’s Razumkov Centre has produced a fascinating study on 

                                                 
7  Andrew Wilson, ‘Ukraine's Orange Revolution, NGOs and the Role of the West,’ 

Cambridge Review of International Affairs, vol. 19, no. 1 (2006): 21-32. 
8  E.g. Taras Kuzio, ‘Ukrainian Foreign and Security Policy Since the Orange 

Revolution,’ The International Spectator, no. 4 (2006): 1-18. 
9  Taras Kuzio, ‘Russian Policy toward Ukraine during the Elections,’ 

Demokratizatsiya, vol. 13, no. 4 (2005): 491-517; Michael McFaul, ‘Ukraine Imports 
Democracy: External Influences on the Orange Revolution,’ International Security, 
vol. 32 no. 2 (2007): 45-83. I have been trying to get reprint permission for these 
incisive papers, yet without success. Fortunately, at least, McFaul’s paper is now 
freely available on the WWW (http://iis-db.stanford.edu/pubs/22086/International 
Security-11-2007.pdf) and is recommended here explicitly as additional reading 
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Ukrainian think-tanks and their sponsors.10 Shortly before the event, I have 
listed and briefly analyzed, in a German language paper with an afterword by 
Astrid Sahm, the programs of a number of Western governmental and non-
governmental organizations in Ukraine.11 The previous three volumes of this 
project too touched upon, and the following two will be also dealing with, that 
subject. 

In this volume’s Part I, Iris Kempe and Iryna Solonenko first analyze the 
complex interaction between domestic and international affairs during the 
Orange Revolution. Assessing the promotion of interests carried out by 
various global players, they evaluate the behavior of Russia, on the one side, 
and of Western Europe/USA, on the other, as representing opposed 
approaches to foreign policy. The authors introduce different tools, levers and 
goals that the actors were pursuing. While Russia would have benefited, 
primarily, from maintaining the status quo and had, obviously, little interest in 
the promotion of Western standards of liberal democracy, the initiatives of the 
EU und US were aiming at strengthening democratic procedures and civil 
society in Ukraine, rather than to support particular candidates verbally or 
financially.  

On the other hand, it would be wrong to turn a blind eye to certain 
interests of the West in this region and a mistake to associate all Western 
activity in this region only with the promotion of democracy and civil society 
only. Vladimir Frolov takes a skeptical – to say the least – look at the Western 
art of democracy promotion, especially Western support of free and fair 
elections, by what he calls ‘democracy by remote control.’12 In some ways 
following Frolov’s argument, Valentin Yakushik, in an English translation of a 
                                                                                                                                                                  

relevant for the below debate in Part I of this volume as well as for the matter of this 
entire project. 

10  Razumkov Centre (ed.), ‘Non-Governmental Think-Tanks in Ukraine: Their Present 
State and Prospects,’ National Security and Defense, no. 10 (2003). 

11  Andreas Umland, ‘Westliche Förderprogramme in der Ukraine: Einblicke in die 
europäisch-nordamerikanische Unterstützung ukrainischer Reformbestrebungen 
seit 1991. Mit einem Nachwort von Astrid Sahm,’ Forschungsstelle Osteuropa 
Bremen: Arbeitspapiere und Materialien, no. 63 (December 2004), 
http://se2.isn.ch/serviceengine/FileContent?serviceID=10&fileid=D092944E-F352-D 
C1A-CF4E-3CEFBC401E94&lng=de. See also Wilfried Jilge, Dialog mit Defiziten: 
Die deutsch-ukrainischen Kulturbeziehungen – Bestandsaufnahme und 
Empfehlungen. ifa-Dokumente 2/2001 (Stuttgart: Institut für Auslandsbeziehungen 
& Robert Bosch Stiftung 2001). 

12  On this issue, see also the introduction to the whole project in volume I. 
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policy paper that he produced after the Orange Revolution at the behest of 
the Party of Regions, assesses the third round of the presidential election as 
an event that did not any longer present a real choice for Ukrainians given the 
inevitability of Yushchenko’s, as he sees it, ‘guided’ presidential victory. He 
analyzes Ukraine’s politics in the light of this, as he calls it, ‘election without a 
choice’. 

Matthias Brucker’s paper concludes this section’s debate about the role 
of foreign actors in the Orange Revolution with an analysis of the nature and 
tools of German assistance to Ukraine’s democratization reviewing relevant 
transition theory and focusing on the FRG’s well-known party foundations 
engaged in large scale support for political development around the globe. 
His contribution is of particular relevance within the context of the ongoing 
discussion, in the former Soviet Union, about the nature of the impact of (as is 
often alleged, self-serving) US democracy promotion programs already briefly 
mentioned in the introduction to this project in volume I. Brucker’s analysis 
somewhat corrects this picture by drawing attention to the considerable 
activities of Germany in the former Soviet bloc. His paper illustrates that 
German non-governmental (yet, state-financed) foundations have been as 
much involved in helping to prepare Ukrainian civil society for the Orange 
Revolution as the various international, pan-European and Anglo-Saxon state 
agencies and NGOs represented in Kyiv. Brucker’s analysis is important for 
the, in the introduction to volume I, briefly indicated Russian-Western debate 
on international democracy promotion in so far as Russia often claims that 
these programs solely further US national interests. Here it becomes clear 
that Germany – a country (apparently, not the least because of Putin’s 
personal preferences) seen in Russia as a more benevolent and pro-Russian 
actor – is as much involved in supporting pluralistic politics and civil society 
abroad as the US. My own tentative findings of 2004, moreover, indicate that 
the summary impact of the European Union as an organization, of its member 
states, and of further European structures was, probably, altogether larger 
than the certainly considerable US-involvement in democracy promotion in 
Ukraine.13 
                                                 
13  Umland, ‘Westliche Förderprogramme in der Ukraine.’ See also Andreas 

Wittkowsky, Die Unterstützung langsamer Transformationsländer: Ansätze und 
Erfahrungen in der Ukraine (Bonn: DIE 1998); Stefanie Bailer, ‘Förderung von 
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The second set of essays in this volume consists of reports from 
various election observers who look at the Orange Revolution from both the 
national and international perspectives. These reports can be read as 
appendices to both, the relevant research papers on the elections themselves 
in volumes I-III and VI, as well as the institutional elections reports collected 
in volume V. They are meant to add a bit of ‘atmosphere’ to the mostly dry 
texts of the other volumes. The participant observations of this section often 
express engagement instead of detached interpretation. In so far, they are 
supplements to the various relevant scholarly papers and institutional election 
reports of Aspects of the Orange Revolution. At the same time, they are, 
probably, the most fun reading of this project, and may even have the 
capacity to provide the reader with an understanding of the 2004 events 
which she/he otherwise would not get from mere study of the previous and 
following sections in this and the other volumes. 

Jake Rudnitsky provides an impressionistic, yet detailed account of the 
campaign tactics used in the first round focusing here on the example of a 
‘technological’ candidate in the presidential election campaign. What follows 
are four individual reports by Rory Finnin, Adriana Helbig, Paul and Tatiana 
Terdal, Peter Wittschorek, Hans-Jörg Schmedes and Adrianna Melnyk who 
served as official election observers for a variety of organizations. The same 
goes for Ingmar Bredies, Oxana Shevel and Volodymyr Bilyk who, in their 
three essays, pay special attention to the notorious irregularities that occurred 
in the Kirovohrad region. There, in Ukraine’s 100th Electoral District, 
especially widespread ballot-stuffing and electoral manipulation characterized 
each of the three rounds of the presidential elections. 
 All in all, this volume aims less to make an individual contribution than 
to complement the previous and following volumes within Aspects of the 
Orange Revolution by way of providing – sometimes, highly – contradictory 
and emotional points of view on the events in Ukraine, in late 2004. Here, we 
have assembled not only scholarly analyses, but also impressionistic 
accounts some of which may be rejected by the reader. With these 

                                                                                                                                                                  
Zivilgesellschaft und Drittem Sektor? Eine Untersuchung der Demokratieförderung 
der Europäischen Union in der Ukraine und ihrer gesellschaftlichen Wirkung,’ in 
Markus Kaiser (ed.), WeltWissen: Entwicklungszusammenarbeit in der 
Weltgesellschaft (Bielefeld: transcript-Verlag 2003), 107-132. 



ASPECTS OF THE ORANGE REVOLUTION IV     17 

  

contributions, we want to show how various scholarly analysts, political 
commentators, in- and outside observers as well as more or less active 
participants of the Ukrainian mass rebellion were able to interpret the 
reasons, course, nature and results of this celebrated uprising in radically 
different ways. This, we hope, will give the reader a better understanding of – 
and, perhaps, even a ‘feeling’ for – the tense atmosphere in Ukraine in 2004, 
and why the meaning of these events is still disputed today. The analyses, 
reports and comments might also indicate how the Orange Revolution’s 
assessment will continue to exert impact on the whole post-Soviet region,14 
and on our perception of when and how democracies emerge. 
 

                                                 
14  E.g. Liliana Proskuryakova, ‘Worldwide Implications of the Orange Revolution,’ 

Harvard International Review, 2nd May 2007, http://www.harvardir.org/articles/ 
1305/. 




