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INTRODUCTION
 
What’s the key to learning vocabulary? Honestly, it’s no big mystery: reading. The more you read, the more words stick. Especially if those words actually interest you—and who wouldn’t be intrigued by 妖怪ようかい yokai, those delightfully weird creatures from Japanese folklore. But we’re not just throwing spooky stories at you and yelling “がんばって！” Nope—we’re giving you audio, too. That means you’ll be improving your listening comprehension while also leveling up your kanji kung-fu, vocab arsenal, and reading stamina.
FORMAT OF THIS READER
Jumping into a full Japanese story can feel like being thrown into the river by a mischievous kappa. So we broke it all down.
You’ll find:
	Bite-sized stories, each one split line-by-line

	Vocabulary and grammar explained clearly (no mysterious grammar ghosts here!)

	Full Japanese version (so you can flex those reading muscles)

	English translation (use it as a safety net, not a crutch)

Basically, we’ve built this so you’ll feel like a Japanese-reading superhero. One page at a time..
WHO IS THIS FOR?
This book is perfect for upper beginners—think JLPT N4-ish—but don’t worry if you’re not quite there yet. Even ambitious newer learners can get a lot out of it (just take it slow and enjoy the ride).
On the flip side, intermediate learners will still find plenty of challenge—especially with the grammar dives and cultural bits sprinkled in.
If you’re just starting your Japanese journey, you might want to check out our beginner digital toolkit, Beri-Beri Shoshinsha, over at TheJapanShop.com (look under Instant Downloads > Money-Saving Bundles). It’s packed with goodies to help you get your footing.
FEATURES
Here’s what you’ll find inside—and how it’ll help you tackle Japanese without breaking into a cold sweat.
●Line-by-Line Breakdown:
We slice the story up line-by-line and define just about every word. It’s like having a friendly guide whispering, “Hey, this particle? Here’s what it’s doing.”
●Grammatical Notes:
Got grammar gremlins? We chase them down. Alongside the vocab, we break down key grammar points in plain English so you’re not left scratching your head.
●Full Japanese Text:
Once you're ready, dive into the full story—no explanations, no training wheels. Just pure, glorious Japanese.
●English Translation:
A full English version is included, but (gently) we recommend saving it as your “emergency parachute.” Try to fly solo in Japanese first—you’ll learn way more that way.
Pro Tip: If you're feeling brave, read the Japanese aloud while listening to the audio. Or if you're a beginner, start with the line-by-line breakdown and work your way up to the full text. Or start with the Anki deck. Honestly, you do you—this book gives you options to read, listen, and learn your way.
●Kanji in Focus: Let’s face it—kanji can feel like boss-level monsters. But in this section, we tame them one by one. We’ll highlight key kanji from the story, give you the readings, meanings, and an example vocab word so you can slowly build your kanji confidence:
	夜	[image: image3.png] 
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[image: image5.png]	ヤ; よ; よる
night; evening
夜中よなか midnight; middle of the night

●Sound Files: 🎧 For each story, you’ll get two MP3s—one read at a natural pace, and the other at a slower, learner-friendly pace. And the best part? They're free with your purchase. If you run into any trouble downloading them, shoot us an email at help@thejapanshop.com. We’re happy to help.
●Anki Flashcard Decks: We’ve also included an Anki flashcard deck for each story—no extra cost, no catch. Just spaced repetition goodness to help you lock in the vocab. If you're new to Anki, check it out at ankiweb.net. It's free on most platforms (the iPhone app costs a bit, but it’s a worthy investment if you’re serious about learning). Just make sure to grab the official app—there are a few knockoffs out there.

The download link is found on the last page of this book.
ABOUT TENGU
High in the mountains and deep in the forests dwells one of Japan’s most mysterious—and occasionally mischievous—yōkai: the 天狗てんぐ.
Sure, tengu have a reputation for causing trouble—misleading travelers, playing pranks, stirring up mountain winds—but as you’ll read in these pages, they’re not just chaos gremlins. Sometimes, they actually help people. Go figure.
Early depictions painted tengu as very bird-like, complete with wings and beaks. But over time, their image evolved. Nowadays, they’re more often shown in the form of 山伏やまぶし, the ascetic mountain monks known for their rigorous spiritual training and slightly intimidating fashion sense.
But make no mistake: tengu are no ordinary yamabushi. They typically sport unnaturally long noses, carry a mystical scroll known as the 虎とらの巻まき, and wield all sorts of magical powers. Some legends even say it was the tengu who passed on their secret techniques to the 忍者にんじゃ—which definitely raises some eyebrow-wiggling questions.
So the next time someone disappears in a puff of smoke, don’t blame the ninja—blame the tengu who trained them.
ABOUT CLAY & YUMI
Yumi was a popular radio DJ in Japan for over ten years. With extensive training in standard Japanese pronunciation, she's the perfect voice for creating the high-quality audio that accompanies these language learning materials.
Clay has been a passionate student of Japanese for over two decades. He launched the free learning site www.TheJapanesePage.com back in 1999—originally as a way to help fellow learners (and himself!) better understand the language.
In 2002, Clay and Yumi founded www.TheJapanShop.com to provide students of Japanese with hard-to-find learning resources. Many of their books are available in discounted digital bundles at www.TheJapanShop.com/bundles
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Clay & Yumi Boutwell (and Makoto & Megumi) in Fukui, Japan
Yumi and I are truly grateful for your purchase, and we sincerely hope this book helps you on your journey to better Japanese. We deeply appreciate each and every one of our readers—and we never take your support for granted.
If you have any questions about this book or about Japanese in general, please don’t hesitate to reach out—whether by email or on social media. We’d love to hear from you!
clay@thejapanshop.com
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About the Tengu (with Definitions)
天狗てんぐとは
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日に本ほんの昔むかし話ばなしに出でてくる想そう像ぞう上じょうの生いき物もの
	日に本ほんの昔むかし話ばなしに出でてくる appears in Japanese folktales [日に本ほんの (Japanese) + 昔むかし話ばなし (folktale; traditional story) + に (location/time/target marker) + 出でてくる (appears; comes out; て-form of 出でる + くる)]

	昔むかし話ばなし folktale; legend [昔むかし (long ago) + 話はなし (story)]

	想そう像ぞう上じょうの生いき物もの imaginary creature [想そう像ぞう (imagination) + 上じょう (a suffix meaning "in the realm of" or "based on") + の (connective particle) + 生いき物もの (creature; living being)]

	生いき物もの living thing; creature [生いき (living) + 物もの (thing)]

 
 
 
三さん大だい妖よう怪かいと言いわれているのが、河か童っぱ、天てん狗ぐ、鬼おにです
	三さん大だい three great; top three [三さん (three) + 大だい (great; major)]

	妖よう怪かい yōkai; supernatural creature; monster; specter

	と言いわれている are said to be… [と (quotation particle) + 言いわれている (passive and continuous form of 言いう, to say); "is said to be"]

	のが the thing that… [の nominalizes the clause before it, turning it into a noun phrase; が marks it as the subject]

	河か童っぱ kappa [a water-dwelling yōkai known for its dish-like head and love of cucumbers; 河かわ (river) + 童どう (child)]

	天てん狗ぐ tengu [a long-nosed, often winged yōkai associated with mountains and martial prowess; 天てん (heaven) + 狗いぬ (dog)]

	鬼おに oni [ogre; horned demon-like creature found in many Japanese legends]

 
今こん回かいは、この中なかの天てん狗ぐをご紹しょう介かいしましょう。
	今こん回かいは this time [今いま (now) + 回かい (counter for occurrences; time)]

	この中なかの天てん狗ぐ the tengu among these [この (these) + 中なか (among; within) + の (modifier particle) + 天てん狗ぐ (tengu)]

	ご紹しょう介かいしましょう let me introduce [ご (honorific prefix) + 紹しょう介かい (introduction) + しましょう (volitional polite form of する; "let's" or "I shall")]
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