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	Sketch of Chattanooga from north of the Tennessee River
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	Charles River Editors was founded by Harvard and MIT alumni to provide superior editing and original writing services, with the expertise to create digital content for publishers across a vast range of subject matter. In addition to providing original digital content for third party publishers, Charles River Editors republishes civilization’s greatest literary works, bringing them to a new generation via ebooks. 
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	Thure de Thulstrup’s Battle of Chattanooga shows Grant watching the Battle of Missionary Ridge

	The Chattanooga Campaign (September 21-November 27, 1863)

	“I never saw troops move into action in finer style than Thomas's did today. They are entitled to the highest praise for their soldierly bearing and splendid bravery.” – Frank Wilkeson, Union artillery officer

	In late September 1863, the Confederates began laying siege to the Union Army of the Cumberland around Chattanooga in what would be their last gasp for supremacy in the West. Following the devastating Union defeat at the Battle of Chickamauga on September 20, the army and its shaken commander, General William S. Rosecrans, began digging in around the city and waiting for reinforcements to arrive. Meanwhile, the Confederate Army of Tennessee, under General Braxton Bragg, took the surrounding heights, including Missionary Ridge to the east and Lookout Mountain to the southwest, allowing them control over the vital rail and river supply lines needed by the Union forces in the city. Bragg planned to lay siege to the city and starve the Union forces into surrendering.

	Having lost faith in Rosecrans after Chickamauga, Washington delegated Ulysses S. Grant with the task of lifting the siege by placing him in command of nearly the entire theater. Grant replaced Rosecrans with George H. Thomas, who had saved the army at Chickamauga, and ordered him to "hold Chattanooga at all hazards.” Thomas replied, "We will hold the town till we starve.” Meanwhile, President Lincoln detached General Hooker and two divisions from the Army of the Potomac and sent them west to reinforce the garrison at Chattanooga.

	What followed were some of the most remarkable operations of the entire Civil War. Hooker and his reinforcements helped open up a vital supply line known as the “cracker line”, effectively ensuring that enough supplies could reach Knoxville. With that, preparations turned to a pitched battle between the two sides, and in a series of actions in late November, Grant sought to lift the siege and drive back Bragg’s Confederate army by attacking their positions on high ground. 

	Although the Chattanooga Campaign was months long and involved several battles, it has become mostly remembered for the Battle of Missionary Ridge, one of the most remarkable and successful charges of the war. As Thomas’s men reached the base of the Missionary Ridge, they found that it had not afforded them protection from the Confederate defenders in their front. As a result, they began making impromptu charges up the hill, in defiance of Grant’s orders, since Grant had only ordered them to take the rifle pits at the base of Missionary Ridge and believed that a frontal assault on that position would be futile and fatal. As the Union soldiers stormed ahead, General Grant caught the advance from a distance and asked General Thomas why he had ordered the attack.  Thomas informed Grant that he hadn’t; his army had taken it upon itself to charge up the entire ridge. To the amazement of everyone watching, the Union soldiers scrambled up Missionary Ridge in a series of uncoordinated and disorganized attacks that somehow managed to send the Confederates into a rout, thereby lifting the siege on Chattanooga. While Pickett’s Charge, still the most famous attack of the war, was one unsuccessful charge, the Army of the Cumberland made over a dozen charges up Missionary Ridge and ultimately succeeded.

	The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Chattanooga Campaign comprehensively covers the campaign and the events that led up to the climactic battles, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battles. Accounts of the campaign by important participants are also included, along with maps and pictures of important people, places, and events. You will learn about the Chattanooga Campaign like you never have before, in no time at all.
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Chapter 1: Chickamauga

	“I know Mr. Davis thinks he can do a great many things other men would hesitate to attempt. For instance, he tried to do what God failed to do. He tried to make a soldier of Braxton Bragg.” – General Joseph E. Johnston

	Of all the commanders who led armies during major battles of the Civil War, historians have by and large agreed that the most inept generals to face each other were the Union’s William Rosecrans and the Confederacy’s Braxton Bragg. The two generals’ armies, the Union Army of the Cumberland and the Confederate Army of Tennessee, had already fought at the Battle of Stones River (Battle of Murfreesboro) at the end of 1862, inflicting massive casualties on each other without gaining an advantage. 
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	Rosecrans and Bragg

	During the first half of 1863, the two armies maneuvered around Chattanooga, Tennessee, one of the important railroad hubs of the theater. With Ulysses S. Grant laying siege to Vicksburg and trying to close off the Mississippi River, the Lincoln Administration hoped that a decisive campaign by Bragg in southern Tennessee would lay the groundwork for the capture of Atlanta, one of the Confederacy’s most important cities.

	That very thought terrorized the minds of Confederate officials and generals, even some of those fighting in the East. Early in 1863, Robert E. Lee’s principal subordinate, James Longstreet, had advocated letting him take his corps west to try to relieve Vicksburg or conduct a campaign in Tennessee that would force Grant to stop his siege or send some of his men elsewhere. Lee had not wanted to detach any soldiers from his own army, given that it was badly outnumbered by the Union Army of the Potomac, but after the fall of Vicksburg and the defeat at Gettysburg, the situation had changed. During the end of July and into August, the Confederate high command went about strengthening Bragg’s Army of Tennessee. Bragg had about 50,000 men that summer, but President Jefferson Davis added the Department of East Tennessee, which included nearly 18,000 men under Maj. Gen. Simon B. Buckner, into Bragg's Department of Tennessee. Meanwhile, plans were set in motion to detach Longstreet’s corps from Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia and transfer it to Tennessee by rail. 

	As Bragg’s army was being reinforced, there was another matter that Jefferson Davis had to work through: the internal squabbles among his generals. Bragg’s previous campaigns (and their lack of successes) had led to harsh criticism from some of the men now nominally under his command, including the equally incompetent Lt. Gen. Leonidas Polk, as well as William Hardee and Simon Bolivar Buckner. Hardee, in command of one of Bragg’s corps, despised Bragg so greatly that he requested for a transfer out of Bragg’s department in July and was replaced by D.H. Hill, brother-in-law to Stonewall Jackson and a close friend to both James Longstreet and Joseph E. Johnston.
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