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			JOURNEY INTO 
THE TEMPLES OF HUMANKIND

			The extraordinary, subterranean work of art 
dedicated to Spirituality, Harmony and Beauty

			
[image: ]


			
[image: ]


			INTRODUCTION

			
Imagine a series of luminous halls, full of sculptures, mosaics and stained glass, connected to one another with hallways and staircases that intertwine and diverge, occasionally interspersed with portals hidden in the walls. You might feel as if you are in an Indiana Jones adventure as you move through them... and all of this, underground. Not inside caves, but rather dug by hand in the heart of a mountain. These are the Temples of Humankind, created by the citizens of Damanhur, Federation of Communities.

			The Temples are dug into the foothills of the Valchiusella, in the Canavese area near the city of Ivrea, in northern Italy, about halfway between Turin and Aosta. 

			The Temples are a kind of modern cathedral dedicated to secular spirituality, that is, based on ethical principles that are not connected to a religion but rather a pathway of inner seeking, research and understanding.

			On the surface is the Sacred Woods Temple, a wooded area that Damanhurians dedicate to celebrating the relationship among human beings, the plant world and nature spirits. There are tall trees, meditation areas, and labyrinths traced with stones that stretch through the woods, following the profile of the hills.

			Inside the hills are the Temples of Humankind. 

			The Temples measure about 8,500 cubic meters on five different levels. The entire space was dug out by the temple constructors themselves. There were no pre-existing natural caves, and the Temples have been excavated entirely by hand, with very simple equipment such as picks, electric hammers, pneumatic hammers, and long lines of people transporting buckets of rock and earth. Later on, the temple interiors were provided with walls, foundations, anchors in the mountain, floors, staircases, and installation of different systems for efficient ventilation, drainage, and dissipation of the water that seeps in from the walls, as well as a security system and even an elevator.

			The Temple halls, as well as the corridors that connect them, contain paintings, sculptures, mosaics and artistic glass windows. Many areas are accessed through hidden doorways concealed in the walls.

			Welcome to a journey where art, mysticism and technology come together in an experience that touches what is deepest within us: the divinity that resides in every human being.

			
PART ONE: 

AN EXTRAORDINARY 
UNDERGROUND WORK OF ART
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			A great adventure

			The Temples have been built as the result of a great collective dream, and their construction has involved an equally great commitment of personal time, resources and willingness on the part of their creators. 

			They were excavated at an altitude of about 600 meters (1,900 feet) above sea level, in a series of hills that reach a height of about 700 meters (2,200 feet). The area is covered by a forest of chestnut, oak and birch trees.

			The Temples were created by the citizens of Damanhur, Federation of Communities, a group dedicated to spiritual, artistic and social experimentation, founded by Oberto Airaudi in the mid-1970s. (Oberto Airaudi is also known as Falco Tarassaco—Falcon Dandelion—according to the Damanhurian custom of taking on the name of an animal and a plant.) 

			Damanhur was built in this area due to the presence of “Synchronic Lines,” great rivers of energy that transmit ideas, information, and energy throughout the planet. Falco suggested this area precisely because of the strong “natural mediumship” that characterizes it, and the Temples are also considered an instrument for getting in touch with these rivers of energy.

			The Temples are absolutely original, because of the values that inspired them as well as their unique construction methods. Moreover, the underground work of art built by the Damanhurians is located in a geographical and historical context characterized by an ancient and profound connection between humans, the rock and the underground. The Alto Canavese area, and Valchiusella in particular, has a great variety of mineral. In a 15-kilometer radius from the Temples, there are quarries of red clay, and the town of Castellamonte is the epicenter of a great clay-working tradition, with factories, workshops and international exhibitions. There are a series of iron mines that are now abandoned—in some cases dating back to Roman times—as well as diorite mines. There is an open quarry of olivine and peridotite just over a kilometer from the Temples as the crow flies. In the valley there are also significant rock art sites dating from the Neolithic period in the “Path of Souls” area, with cup-marked stones and anthropomorphic motifs.

			
Damanhur, Federation of Communities, is an experience of seeking the deep spiritual values of existence, through action and exploration in every sphere in life. Over time, in addition to developing communities where they live, Damanhurians have developed initiatives in the fields of labor, politics, culture, volunteering, art and many others.

			According to the Damanhurian vision, life is continuous transformation and renewal that comes about through contact with others, in order to bring out the most profound aspects of ourselves, those that connect us with the divine essence of the universe. 

			According to this vision, we as human beings hold a divine spark to be reawakened through living everyday life with action, positive thinking and the practical realization of our ideals. We are part of a single divine energy that fills our entire universe, touching all its forms, and our task is to enter into conscious contact with this energy, within and beyond ourselves. Every spiritual expression— be it religious, philosophical or ethical—is a facet of the crystal of Truth, and we can reach a holistic vision of the entire crystal through a single facet, when we follow a chosen path with continuity and a pure heart. 

			The Temples of Humankind are one of the most significant manifestations of this philosophy. They represent a journey inside the self, a “book” that holds the highest aspirations of its authors: the celebration of beauty and harmony intended to strengthen a relationship with the Divine.

			Beauty and harmony are some of the key themes in the realization of this underground work of art. The Temples affirm that spirituality - however it is intended, whether through a secular, philosophical or religious interpretation—can be fully expressed through personal experiences of joy, beauty, intensity and emotion, and not through deprivation and renunciation, as some traditions seem to assert.

			Even the surface land of the area where the Temples are located have a special meaning for Damanhurians. 

			This area is the Sacred Woods Temple, a wooded space that was initially recuperated from a naturalistic point of view—eliminating dry material and diseased trees, replanting species that were diminished, introducing antagonists to the tree pests—and then transformed into an area of meditation, dedicated to the encounter among the Mother Worlds of our planet, that is, the sources of various forms of spiritual life. The Sacred Woods Temple is home to numerous stone pathways called Labyrinths, and walking them is a kind of meditation in movement practiced by Damanhur citizens and open to visitors and guests.
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			A midsummer night’s dream...

			The excavation of the Temples began in August of 1978, with the efforts of the first Damanhurians. Many of them had been sitting around a fire and discussing the future of the newly-inaugurated Damanhur. Then, Falco began speaking of a new dream... The first community was being established right at that time, and the small countryside house—Porta del Sole (Sun Gate)—where they were sitting, had been bought so that there could be a habitable house near the site where they were building the first community settlement.

			Orso Lichene (Bear Lichen)—one of the most active Damanhurians in the creation of the Temples until his death in a car accident which occurred shortly after the Temples were discovered by the Federal Prosecutor—told his companions about a strange incident many years after it happened, some time before that August evening. Falco took Orso on a walk through the Monti Pelati, a hilly area where the first Damanhur community was being built, and something happened there, a contact with a “different,” alien energy that seemed to come from another dimension... After this contact, diagrams and drawings appeared on the notepad that Falco was carrying with him, drawings that were not there before.(1)

			Orso, prudent by nature and also perplexed by the episode, did not talk about it for years, until he realized - hall after hall, corridor after corridor - that those patterns and those drawings precisely corresponded to the Temples that he was building alongside his companions...

			Since August 1978, the entire edification of the Temples, from excavation to construction, artwork to daily cleaning, is taken care of by the dedication and volunteer work of hundreds of people who devote personal time to the creation and maintenance of the Temples. All the work - with the exception of those who have professional responsibility for it, of course - has been and still is provided by those who feel a deep desire to do so as devotional work, dedicating time and resources to all the practical needs. One of the most significant contributions over the years has been organizing the participation of all the volunteers, through shifts and teams, in periods of greater or lesser need for the presence of workers. Damanhurians have coined the neologism terrazzatura to indicate devotional work offered for various community projects, during a period when the commitment was focused on creating agricultural terraces on the community lands. However, there is no doubt that the word terrazzatura refers first of all to the Temples, as they are the most important and most beloved work that has been created together.

			The meaning of the Temples

			The Temples of Humankind have meaning as a spiritual journey within the self. Damanhurians have moments of meditation in the Temples, with the intention of getting in touch with what is most profound within every human being. And since what is most profound is the spark that unites all beings with the divine nature of the universe, the contact with this essence is a bridge for the direct relationship with the ultimate matrix of life.
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