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      § 30. Realm Gate

      With a glare at the abyss of the light, I used my right hand to yank out what was lurking inside. The light split vertically, an even brighter light flowing out from within, revealing the hidden object inside.

      Cogs of lights turning with an eerie creak, fitting together to form a body with limbs and a head. This was the assembled body born through Gijerica, consisting of the cogs that Graham had gathered from gods through the altered Selection Trial.

      “We finally meet, Equis. I didn’t think you’d literally be made of cogs,” I said.

      “I told you, contaminant of the world,” Equis said, static voice emanating from the turning cogs of their rattling mouth. “The door will open soon—the door of despair. The time has come for you to pay the price of your peace.”

      “Really now?” I asked. Eerie Magic Eyes made of cogs glinted as they dangled from the grip I had around their neck. “Who do you think stands before you?”

      My right hand stained black with Vebzud. I clenched my hand and the cogs of their neck creaked in protest—but the next moment my hand was empty. They were standing behind me like nothing had happened.

      “Hmm. I’m sure I had a grip on you,” I said, staring at Equis with mauve-stained Eyes. “That was the power of the God of Frenzy, Aganzon, wasn’t it?”

      An event had been altered, disturbing reality itself. With this it seemed safe to assume that the power of every god who perished after the Selection Trial now belonged to Equis—along with the ability to freely control them.

      “Our fight—the fight between world and contaminant—ended before you ever came here.”

      Equis stood with their feet straight. They stretched their arms out to the side, shaping their body into a cross.

      “The cogs are constantly turning. A tiny, trivial cog can turn a larger cog with ease. That larger cog can turn an even larger cog. The countless cogs of fate turn, one after another, until the large wheel of despair itself begins to turn. And as it turns, all life on earth will be crushed.”

      Creak, creak. Equis’s cogs turned as they spoke.

      “You are the contaminant that stops the cogs. But even you are too small to have any effect on despair.” Static crackled. “Look at the earth. At your kingdom. At Midhaze, that stands at its center.”

      Light appeared behind Equis, followed by a giant cog. The Limnet magic cast on the cog showed Dilhade as it currently stood, at a location south of Midhaze. What should have been unending greenery was wilted into desert. And it was no normal desert; sparks of fire flew through the air, and white flames rose from the sand. I had seen this sight before.

      “The Withered Desert,” I said.

      “The realm gate has opened, connecting the Divine Realm to this world. The Four Principles have perished, assimilating into the will of the world itself.”

      Countless cogs appeared in the Withered Desert, forming a humanoid figure much like Equis, creaking and turning as it refined into a specific shape.

      It was the form of a god with a turban and cape—the God of Demise, Anahem. If the power of perished gods gathered to Equis for them to control, then this clockwork form in front of me no longer possessed Anahem’s will. He was now a puppet of the cogs—a literal clockwork doll.

      Behind Anahem the army of gods appeared, Pelpedro leading them.

      “Go. Bring the demons their demise,” Anahem ordered.

      “Roger that,” Pelpedro replied.

      The God of War led his army of gods into a charge. Though they were large in number, their group alone wouldn’t be enough to take over Midhaze. Which could only mean...

      “Indeed, there is more than one gate,” Equis said, seeing through my thoughts.

      Another Limnet cog appeared beside the existing one, this time showing the east side of Midhaze, where a pyramid-shaped door stood. One side looked just like the sturdy gate in the pyramid-shaped temple. The specific location was a grassland, but now a dense forest sprawled over it, repainting the grass scene entirely. Just like in Nature’s Keep, the green leaves of the forest formed a spiral. And the cogs that appeared took the humanoid shape of Dilfred, the God of Depth. A door of god opened before him, and another contingent of the army of gods rushed out into the forest.

      “Annihilate all. Obey order and light the fire of war,” Dilfred said.

      Another cog appeared behind Equis, turning with the others. This time, the Limnet showed the west of Midhaze, where another pyramid-shaped gate appeared followed by a great, massive tree, steadily growing. The more the great tree grew, the more the dirt around it changed to water, grass to coral, and animals to fish—just like an ocean.

      It was the divine realm of the Mother Sea. Once again, cogs appeared to form a humanoid shape, this time turning into Wenzel, the Goddess of Birth. As she rose from the bottom of the sea divine forces rose with her.
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