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			Foreword

			The world is at a dangerous tipping point. It has become clear that many of us face living under an autocracy as opposed to a democracy in the near future. We are seeing that dictators are on the rise all over the world, and they seriously threaten our freedom, liberty and democratic values.

			There have been many examples throughout history of dictators exercising a tyrannical control over their countries and citizens. The conflict in Europe that we are witnessing in Ukraine echoes events in the 1950s when the communists attempted to conquer Korea. The outcome was an Armistice in 1953 that has led to an uneasy stalemate on the Korean peninsula.  The Korean War is technically still being fought between the communist north and the Western allies in the south. 

			Too few people across the world are aware of the Armistice that only provides a fragile peace. Currently new alliances are building that are a serious threat to the stability of North Asia. This book exposes the hidden pressures that have not yet received much attention. The experts describe the alarming situation that the dictators in the region are moving all of us towards, both today and for the future.  

			For many years now the North Korean dictator Kim Jong-un and his family dynasty have led a nuclear weapons program that has cast a shadow over the region. It seems that he is enjoying the support of the all-powerful Chinese dictator Xi Jinping, who has recently openly admitted that his goal is to dominate the world. 

			This book is based on the TV series Issues Alive which was broadcast in the first half of 2022 by NTD Television. As you read it you will realize how timely it is to draw attention to the tinderbox developing on the Korean Peninsula, an impending crisis with the potential to threaten the peace of the entire world.   

			We were fortunate to enlist the services of the well-known Washington DC political commentator and pundit Frank Gaffney to host the TV series. His insightful discourses with some of the eminent experts in America focus on issues that are going to determine our future in today’s uncertain world. Frank makes us aware of the turmoil in North Asia and his invited guests reflect on the challenges as well as suggesting solutions. 

			These experts contributed their views from many perspectives. They are informed activists from different walks of life, from political pundits to former ambassadors, from military strategists to high-ranking government officials. They continue to share their experiences and knowledge while fighting for their beliefs and we thank them for sharing their opinions with us.

			Editors: Andrew Crilly, Frank Gaffney, and Jane Johnson
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			GORDON CHANG

			Gordon G. Chang is the author of Losing South Korea, released by Encounter Books in March 2019. His previous books are Nuclear Showdown: North Korea Takes on the World and The Coming Collapse of China, both from Random House. Chang has given numerous briefings at the National Intelligence Council, the CIA, the State Department, US Strategic Command, and the Pentagon. 

			Most recently he has published The Great US-China Tech War in which he sees China as a potential new leader in the tech world. Chang frequently appears on popular media channels and is a regular co-host with John Batchelor and guest on CBS’s Eye on the World. He is a columnist at Newsweek and a Distinguished Senior Fellow at the Gatestone Institute.

			Introduction

			This book explores the political terrain of North Asia, which on close examination appears to be a tinderbox smoldering with menace that threatens to overwhelm the basics of liberty, peace and democracy in the region. It has recently emerged that China, under the rule of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), is intent on forging its destiny as ruler of the World. This ambition is fomenting trouble and creating agitation in North Asia, both through its vassal state North Korea and its clandestine undermining of its neighbors South Korea, the nearby islands of Taiwan, Japan and even mainland USA. Yet, it is not widely known that Xi Jinping, the Chinese leader, is facing disquieting troubles at home that could upset the Communist regime.

			The first chapter describes the present troubled position of China and how its naked ambitions threaten all of us. This account with Gordon Chang, a Newsweek columnist and Distinguished Senior Fellow at the Gatestone Institute, results from a recorded conversation with Frank Gaffney, Founder and Executive Chairman of the Center for Security Policy, US.

			What follows is the first of two conversations between Frank Gaffney and Gordon Chang, first broadcast on the New Tang Dynasty Television Network on 27th February 2022 in the United States and the UK, and also worldwide via their live streaming service www.NTD.com/LIVE. The series is called Issues Alive. 
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			Recorded conversation with Gordon Chang

			Ruling the world

			Frank Gaffney (FG): I’m Frank Gaffney and I’m delighted to be helping present a series of very important conversations with some of the country’s best experts on matters involving North Asia and the wider world that are very much I think of importance to Americans as well as citizens of the World.

			Our guest is one of the most eminent authorities on Asia and in particular on the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). His name is Gordon Chang. Let’s talk about how we are challenged as the CCP moves, now it seems inexorably, into a very dangerous new phase.

			Tell us why this is and talk a little bit about Xi Jinping, the General Secretary of the CCP, the dictator of China, his agenda and what it portends for us.

			Gordon Chang (GC): A very dangerous combination of events and developments are under way. First of all, the Chinese are very aggressive and belligerent. They believe and they talk about how they should be considered the only sovereign state in the world, that they’re the only legitimate rulers. This has got out of hand because they’re now talking about the Moon and Mars as sovereign Chinese territories.

			So we’re talking about the most ambitious rulers in history yet at the same time they have real problems at home. They have an economy which is probably not growing and possibly contracting, they’re on the edge of a debt crisis which I don’t believe that they can get out of now, they’re facing increasing food shortages, environmental crisis and if all this weren’t enough they are on the edge of the world’s steepest decline in demography in the absence of war or disease.

			So for instance, they claim 1.4 billion people as of November and December of last year—that’s the seventh national census. Probably they’re going to lose half their population somewhere in, let’s say, 45 years, according to two Chinese demographers recently. But essentially the country is going to be no more populous than the US at the end of this century.

			We’ve never seen this before in history. So Chinese leaders who’ve got these really broad views of where they should be going now are facing crises at home. And that’s created a political problem at the top of the Communist Party now. Things couldn’t be more dangerous.

			FG: But just with respect to what the agenda is—is it correct to say that notwithstanding such problems, and one might throw in power outages now afflicting large parts of the country as well, that Xi believes it is his preordained destiny to restore China to the center of the universe, the middle kingdom, this dominant power in the World? And that does tee up a huge crisis against the backdrop of what you’ve just described.

			GC: For more than a decade he’s been talking about how China has a mandate to rule tianxia, all under heaven. For instance, we saw this in his 2017 New Year’s message when he said that the Chinese people have always believed that the world is united and all under heaven are one family.

			But his officials have been much more explicit than that, talking about how Xi Jinping’s views on diplomacy will transcend the current international system, the current Westphalian system of sovereign states. They’re studying the whole idea of the world showing subservience to the Chinese.

			Now of course this is ludicrous. They don’t have the power to do this. But these are the terms that they are thinking of, and we Americans and other people have got to understand where China believes it should be going and its rightful place in the world according to their own views. So this is for us difficult because this is an existential challenge.

			Fundamental problems

			FG: And why is that? Is it because the obvious impediment to the realization of these ambitions, if they have any prospect of being realized at all, is the United States of America and that must be removed?

			GC: Well clearly they [the Chinese] believe that. So when you believe that you are the world’s only sovereign state then that creates an existential crisis for every other country on earth.

			But also with the United States, there’s this added element that China is very worried about the inspirational impact that American values have on the Chinese people, who they are repressing.

			There is tension between China and the US. It has really very little to do with the US. No matter what policies we have, hostile or friendly, or however you want to characterize them, the Communist Party views the United States as an existential threat because of our values and our effect on the Chinese people.

			FG: That is such an important point and lost on almost all of us who assume that Donald Trump, for example, was responsible for precipitating difficult relations with Xi Jinping, tariffs and other trade disputes preeminent among them.

			But you’re basically saying that it’s inherent in the agenda of Xi and his Communist Party that we would have frictions if not actual bloodletting when we are perceived as impeding the achievement of their goals.

			GC: Well, President Obama had very difficult relations with Beijing and he went more than the extra mile to try to have friendly ties.

			FG: So this is really critical to where we are now, and let’s work through this with you in some detail.

			GC: Just a really important problem before we begin. Let’s remember that the Communist Party’s system was founded on struggle. For the moment, forget about the United States, forget about their absurd notions of tianxia. The Communist Party and today’s leaders there still idealize struggle. So they just cannot have good relations with any other country. That’s the fundamental problem, and then you add in all the other things we’ve just been talking about.

			FG: With some countries it’s going to be even worse than others and Gordon, you’re one of the few people that I know who focuses, as we must, on a fact that was revealed to us in May (I believe it was) of 2019, and the preeminent propaganda outlet of the Chinese Communist Party, the People’s Daily. Talk about what was declared on those pages, Gordon, and how it could possibly be that we’re not taking that very seriously.

			GC: In May 2019, People’s Daily carried a piece that declared a “People’s War” on the United States, and this was not just a piece in isolation because during that month they had three pieces, three landmark pieces, that spoke in war-like terms. And August of this year People’s Daily and Global Times, which is controlled by People’s Daily, laid the groundwork, the justification, for an attack on the United States.

			So for instance, towards the end of that month People’s Daily carried a piece that said that the United States was committing “barbaric” attacks against China. Earlier in the month Global Times said that the United States was working with China’s enemies and came within a millimeter of calling the United States an “enemy.”

			So there’s been a noticeable change in the propaganda in Beijing right now and remember August was a month when the United States lost Afghanistan. So it really wasn’t that we did anything with regard to China. I think it’s being driven by internal events.

			Communist Party foreign policy, year in-year out, decade on and decade out, is really a reflection of internal developments inside China but now more so because of the real problems that are manifesting themselves at the top of the Communist Party.

			Is war inevitable?

			FG: Let’s talk a little bit more about that incentivizing, or at least elevating, the idea that there is going to be a war and the Communist Party trying to, I guess, prepare the Chinese people for it. And again, this isn’t a war over Taiwan. We’re talking about a People’s War against the United States itself.

			Xi and others in his long line of subordinates seem to be rather incessantly thumping this tub, if I can use that expression. There’s a new movie out that’s very, very bellicose—it talks through an interesting revisionist framework of history about the Chosin Reservoir Battle, one of the most horrific in certainly the history of the Korean war. 

			What does all that portend in terms of intention, and again can we afford to ignore this propaganda, this rhetoric, this belligerence at anything other than at our peril?

			GC: We’re Americans, and so we believe that we should be oblivious to what our enemies say about us. For instance, take Al Qaeda as an example. Osama Bin Laden was very clear about what he was going to do, and we didn’t pay attention, even after the 1993 World Trade Center bombing. It took one day and almost 3,000 American deaths to focus ourselves on what this guy had been saying for a very long time.

			Well China has been very clear about this—as our former Ambassador to Beijing Jim Lilley said:

			“The Chinese always telegraph their punches.”

			They’ve been telegraphing those punches for quite some time. We’ve been seeing what they’ve been doing, which has been increasingly belligerent over the last couple years.

			We know that there are problems inside the Chinese political system, so we’ve been put on notice. But I think that American policymakers by and large don’t realize the urgency of the situation.

			FG: I think that’s right and again despite your best efforts, Gordon Chang, and one of the things that we admire so much about you is that you are tirelessly trying to point out these facts, and in that connection let me ask you about another piece of all of this.

			Quite apart from rhetoric and posturing and propaganda back in 1999, I remember two senior Colonels from the People’s Liberation Army, who went on to be Generals. What they did was not something that was reviled, in fact it was honored by the Party. They announced that the doctrine the Chinese Communist Party was going to be following towards the United States was quote-unquote “Unrestricted Warfare.”

			Is that, as best you can tell, the doctrine they’ve been following over these 20 years or so? How has it manifested itself today?

			GC: Officially, Beijing says it doesn’t have a doctrine of “Unrestricted Warfare” but all we have to do is look at what the Chinese political system has been doing to see that they are engaged in that.

			The origins of COVID-19

			So for instance take COVID-19. I think it came from the Wuhan Institute of Virology, an accidental release. I don’t know that 100%, but I do know that the Chinese leadership took steps to deliberately spread that disease beyond China’s borders. For instance, for at least five weeks and maybe for five months, they knew this was a highly contagious disease. It would have been bad enough if they had said nothing, but they actually went out to tell the world it was not contagious.

			And at the same time Xi Jinping was locking down Wuhan and other parts of China. I know lockdowns are controversial, but by locking down his own country what he was doing was telling the world that he thought lockdowns were an effective way of stopping the spread of the disease.

			FG: So lockdowns were not just an effective way but a necessary way. Basically he said that the Chinese model had to be applied.

			GC: But while Xi Jinping was locking down his own country he was pressuring other countries not to impose travel restrictions and quarantines on arrivals from China. And of course it was those arrivals that took a disease that should have been confined to the central part of China and made it a global pandemic. This is the first time in history that one nation has attacked all the others.

			FG: Simultaneously, right!

			American failure

			GC: So this really shows you the maliciousness of the Chinese system. They’ve got this notion of Comprehensive National Power, which they took from the Soviets. CNP, as they call it, is a set of metrics to measure the strength of a country, and of course China wants to be Number One. I don’t begrudge them that. Every country should want to be Number One.

			There are two ways to get to be Number One. You strengthen yourself—no problem. Or you weaken everybody else. And what Xi Jinping did was try to weaken everybody else. We don’t know what he was thinking, but after having seen the coronavirus epidemic cripple his own country, if he wanted to level the playing field by weakening everybody else, he would have done exactly what he did. He spread the disease. He knew what he was doing. So that shows you “Unrestricted Warfare.”

			FG: I want to address one other aspect of this which I know you’ve given a lot of thought to, Gordon. And that is strengthening themselves by using our resources to do it. The extent to which the Chinese have used economic warfare to take down our industrial base and our economy more generally is well understood.

			I think less so is the immense transfer of wealth that the Chinese accomplished from complicit old friends, as they call them, particularly on Wall Street and to some extent in the United States government, including Joe Biden. They moved funds that were then used by them to underwrite that “Unrestricted Warfare” campaign and the Belt and Road Initiative. Then there is the genocide of the Uyghurs and others.

			Talk a little bit about the extent to which they’ve not just strengthened themselves but they’ve done it really with our resources and very much at our expense.

			GC: They couldn’t have done it without our resources. I mean it was the 1999 agreement between the Clinton administration and Beijing that paved the way for China’s entry into the World Trade Organization. That was absolutely essential for them. They take the proceeds from commerce and they take the investment dollars that we put into them, and they use it for all sorts of purposes.

			And one of them is to configure a military that is designed to kill Americans. So clearly it’s been our money. You know a lot of people thought, especially after the end of the Cold War, of “the end of history.” This was Francis Fukuyama’s famous phrase. We thought that if we trade with China they’ll become benign eventually. They’ll see everything more like we do and become just like us.

			The whole notion of engagement? It became clear after about 10 years that that was not happening and yet we did not see the United States pivot away from it. So this really is not only a question of Chinese viciousness, it’s also a question of American feebleness.

			So as you point out, there are elements in our society that are actively helping China even though we know they’re committing crimes against humanity, committing genocide, killing Americans—all the rest of it.

			FG: And preparing to kill many more!

			GC: And preparing to kill many more. So this is a story about the failure of the American political leadership, failing the American people. And it is a bipartisan failure at that—liberals, conservatives, Republicans, Democrats—across the political spectrum. The political elite in our country have not defended us.

			Political warfare and reciprocity 

			FG: So we’ve talked about biological warfare, we’ve talked about economic warfare, financial warfare, we could go on. Political warfare, subversion, corruption, preparations for kinetic warfare. But I want to talk specifically about political warfare and we’re going to talk a bit more about this in the next chapter. China has been using North Korea as a proxy in its war against the United States. There are serious implications of legislation that has been introduced in Congress to get the United States into essentially an armistice, a replacement “Peace Treaty” that would be a very portentous development on the Korean peninsula.

			GC: A half decade ago, a senior Chinese military officer who had just retired told a conference in East Asia that North Korea is a rabid dog that they have in a cage, and that sums up the relationship between China and North Korea.

			There are a number of things. First of all what happens about North Korea, of course, is that the Chinese say it is a buffer between China and South Korea. But it’s more important than that because every time North Korea acts up, we send our secretary of state, Republicans and Democrats, to Beijing. We plead for China’s cooperation on North Korea, and so the Chinese play on that. It’s our fault, and we typically offer concessions in the process, it just so happens.

			Also North Korea has been transferring missile technology to the Iranians, and has been helping Iran with its nuclear weapons program. So like Pakistan, China has used both Pakistan and North Korea to proliferate the world’s most dangerous weapons. Now there’s a whole lot of other things that North Korea does at China’s behest, but clearly North Korea is a Chinese proxy.

			FG: And what does it mean if they help engineer in the United States Congress this new policy approach of saying:

			“Well, yes, let’s have some formal end to this war.”

			Are the implications of that likely to be very problematic for us as well as the people who love freedom in South Korea?

			GC: The “Peace on the Korean Peninsula Act,” H.R. 3446, which has been introduced in the House, and has picked up sponsors, urges the State Department to enter into negotiations for a formal peace treaty to replace the 1953 Armistice for the Korean War, in order to end this state of war.

			The problem here is that of course everyone wants to see a peace treaty. But the critical point is that it’s North Korea’s militant regime and it’s China’s backing of that that is really the cause of instability in North Asia. It’s not the lack of a peace treaty.

			And many people are concerned that once you have a peace treaty but no real peace then the leftists in South Korea will break the alliance with the United States, get our troops off the peninsula, and that paves the way for North Korea to take over South Korea.
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