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	James Madison (1751-1836)

	
Introduction

	The Founding Fathers have become so revered by Americans in the last 200 years that the “Father of the Constitution” himself is often overlooked among the rest of the pantheon. Today James Madison’s legacy mostly pales in comparison to the likes of George Washington, Ben Franklin and his closest colleague, Thomas Jefferson, but Madison’s list of important accomplishments is monumental. A lifelong statesman, Madison was the youngest delegate at the Continental Congress from 1780-83, and at 36 he was one of the youngest men who headed to Philadelphia for the Constitutional Convention in 1787. 

	 

	Despite his age, Madison was the Convention’s most influential thinker, and the man most responsible for the final draft of the U.S. Constitution. Along with Alexander Hamilton and John Jay, Madison was one of the most persuasive advocates for ratifying the Constitution, authoring some of the most famous Federalist Papers, and he drafted the Bill of Rights that was later added to the Constitution. But his work was far from done; along with Thomas Jefferson, Madison was one of the founders and ideological cornerstones of the Democratic-Republican Party that guided the young nation in the first 30 years of the 19th century. That included his own presidency, in which he oversaw the War of 1812. 

	 

	Like the other Founding Fathers, Madison is better known in word and deed than as an actual person. The Utility of the Union covers Madison’s incredible accomplishments, but it also humanizes the classic thinker who idolized Thomas Jefferson and had a loving relationship with wife Dolley, who helped mold the position of First Lady as debutante. Along with pictures of Madison and other important people and events in his life, you will learn about the Father of the Constitution like you never have before, in no time at all.   
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	Alexander Hamilton (circa 1755-1804)

	 

	The Founding Fathers have been revered by Americans for over 200 years, celebrated for creating a new nation founded upon the loftiest ideals of democracy and meritocracy. But if the American Dream has come to represent the ability to climb the social ladder with skill and hard work, no Founding Father represented the new America more than Alexander Hamilton. 

	Unfortunately, one of the best known aspects of Hamilton’s (1755-1804) life is the manner in which he died, shot and killed in a famous duel with Aaron Burr in 1804. But Hamilton started as an orphaned child in the West Indies before becoming one of the most instrumental Founding Fathers of the United States in that time, not only in helping draft and gain support for the U.S. Constitution but in also leading the Federalist party and building the institutions of the young federal government as Washington’s Secretary of Treasury. 

	Like the other American Legends, much of Hamilton’s personal life has been overshadowed by the momentous events in which he participated, from the Revolutionary War to the most famous duel in American history. The Utility of the Union covers the amazing and various facets of Hamilton’s life and career, putting a human touch on the man who gave as good as he got, but always put what he felt were the country’s interests ahead of his own political interests. Along with pictures of Hamilton and other important people and events in his life, you will learn about this Founding Father like you never have before.
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	The Federalist Papers

	“It has been frequently remarked that it seems to have been reserved to the people of this country, by their conduct and example, to decide the important question, whether societies of men are really capable or not of establishing good government from reflection and choice, or whether they are forever destined to depend for their political constitutions on accident and force. If there be any truth in the remark, the crisis at which we are arrived may with propriety be regarded as the era in which that decision is to be made.” – Alexander Hamilton, Federalist No. 1

	In 1787, delegates from the recently independent 13 colonies met in Philadelphia to try to forge a new, stronger Constitution. That summer, the representatives ironed out a document that had pluses and minuses for all involved, a point noted by Ben Franklin in explaining why he assented to it at the end of the process: “For when you assemble a number of men to have the advantage of their joint wisdom, you inevitably assemble with those men, all their prejudices, their passions, their errors of opinion, their local interests, and their selfish views. From such an assembly can a perfect production be expected? It therefore astonishes me, Sir, to find this system approaching so near to perfection as it does; and I think it will astonish our enemies, who are waiting with confidence to hear that our councils are confounded like those of the Builders of Babel; and that our States are on the point of separation, only to meet hereafter for the purpose of cutting one another's throats. Thus I consent, Sir, to this Constitution because I expect no better, and because I am not sure, that it is not the best.” 

	However, even after the final document was ready, it still had to be ratified by the colonies, which required the delegates to attempt to argue for or against it. Nobody did this better than John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, and James Madison in the Federalist Papers, which are now among the most famous and influential political writings in the nation’s history. The Federalist Papers were written as a series of newspaper editorials that appeared in the American colonies during 1787 and 1789 urging the ratification of the new Constitution. 85 of these essays consist of what is today considered The Federalist Papers, with 77 of them published in The Independent Journal and The New York Packet between October 1787 and August 1788. A compilation of these and eight others, called The Federalist (or The New Constitution), was published in two volumes in 1788 by J. and A. McLean.

	The Federalist Papers sought to rally support for the Constitution’s approval when those three anonymously wrote them, and given how different Hamilton and Madison proved to be ideologically, they demonstrate how men of vastly different political ideologies came to accept the same Constitution. 225 years later, the Federalist Papers are still just as relevant and influential as ever. In addition to being cited dozens of times a year by the Supreme Court in interpreting the Constitution and rendering decisions, the writings also allow readers and scholars today to get into the mindset of the Founding Fathers, including the “Father of the Constitution” himself. 

	The Utility of the Union comprehensively covers the history behind the Federalist Papers, as well as some of their most famous quotes and key points. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Federalist Papers like you never have before, in no time at all.
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Chapter 1: Madison’s Early Life and Education

	Birth and Early Life

	 

	The Founding Fathers of the United States hailed from an array of different backgrounds, with men like Alexander Hamilton and Ben Franklin coming from modest beginnings to become self-made men, while George Washington rose through society via land surveying and the military. Among the Founding Fathers, James Madison is inextricably intertwined with Thomas Jefferson, so it is not surprising to learn that the two Virginians had similar upbringings.

	 

	James Madison was born in his grandparents' home in Port Conway, Virginia, on March 16th, 1751.  He was the oldest of twelve children, only about half of whom survived to adulthood, and he was named after his father, James Sr. Although Madison lived a long life, while growing up “Jemmy” had plenty of health problems, and his health remained notoriously fickle until he was an adult. 

	 

	Young James Jr. lived a life of luxury from the beginning, because the Madisons were a leading family in Orange County, Virginia.  James Madison Sr. was the county's largest landowner and was a prosperous tobacco planter, and his wife Nelly was the daughter of a wealthy planter, ensuring that the Madison family was not short on wealth.  Through this union, the Madisons owned significant amounts of property throughout Virginia, chief among them a property known as Montpelier which James Sr. had inherited from his father, and which James Jr. would inherit himself.  

	 

	Given his family's wealth, James Jr. was naturally afforded a comfortable childhood.  He grew up in an increasingly slave-based society, and was surrounded by servants, inheriting an estimated 100 slaves at Montpelier alone when his father died.  Much like his future political partner, Thomas Jefferson, Madison was never worried by finances, and growing up he was offered the very best that the wealthy Virginian society had to offer.

	Education

	 

	Like Jefferson’s family provided for young Thomas, Madison's family provided their eldest son with an education worthy of the very best, whether in the Americas or Europe.  As a child, Madison studied under private tutors, most notably the Scottish instructor Donald Robertson and the Anglican Minister Thomas Martin.  As was typical for an aristocrat, Madison studied a broad liberal arts curriculum, including the ancient languages, eventually becoming especially proficient in Latin. Naturally, Madison used this knowledge later in life when he conducted extensive research to design a blueprint for the U.S. Constitution.

	 

	In an age when most wealthy Virginians headed to the College of William and Mary to study, Madison instead attended the College of New Jersey, now popularly known as Princeton. This would seem like an unusual choice, and it was the same school that his future ideological colleague and political opponent, Alexander Hamilton, attended. But Madison had several reasons for picking Princeton, including the fact his tutor Thomas Martin was an alumnus of the school, and the climate of the College of William and Mary may have compromised Madison’s frail health. 

	 

	Attending college in New Jersey was the first time Madison had ever left Virginia, but he made the most of it.  While there, Madison continued his studies in the liberal arts, broadening his horizons by becoming fluent in Hebrew and Greek.  Madison graduated from Princeton in 1771 and returned to Virginia in 1772.  Although he had already graduated and had a posh family background with plenty of plantations, the ambitious Madison had no intentions of ever quitting his studying. Once he returned home, he continued to self-study the law in Virginia, with the intent of pursuing a position in colonial government.  Madison had time to spare: he finished a typically four-year degree at Princeton in only two years, during which he was very successful academically and even published a few books, including one called A Brief System of Logick. It’s likely that Madison’s intense focus on studying led his schoolmates to consider him somewhat aloof, but the young man eagerly participated in debates about government at a time when tension between the colonies and Great Britain were heating up. And Madison was not without humor, writing to one friend that he had seen ``no place so overstocked with Old-Maids as Princeton.'' 

	 

	Despite his academic success, the speed with which the young and frail Madison completed his studies evidently wore on his health.  After 1772, he became ill, and remained so for some years. At Princeton, a popular legend still claims that Madison suffered a nervous breakdown as a result of studying so much, and that it caused him to miss his commencement ceremony, a fact recited in John MacLean’s 1877 History of the College of New Jersey. Whether that is true or not is still a subject of debate, but Madison himself linked his health problems to his intense studying while dictating an autobiographical manuscript, noting, “His very infirm health, had been occasioned not a little by a doubled labor, in which he was joined by fellow student Jos. Ross, in accomplishing the studies of two years within one.” 

	Chapter 2: Hamilton the Orphan

	Birth and Early Life

	 

	In many respects, the American Revolution and the establishment of the U.S. Constitution were dominated by men who, while wanting to cast off British rule, had enjoyed all the privileges of class and wealth put in place by the British system. Whether it was a wealthy merchant named John Hancock prominently signing the Declaration of Independence, the aristocratic Thomas Jefferson writing it, or the former British Major George Washington leading colonial armies, much of the work was done by men who were given classical training or the resources to succeed.

	 

	Among the most influential Founding Fathers, Benjamin Franklin and Alexander Hamilton best represented the American Dream of social mobility, but even the genius Franklin can’t compare to the obstacles Hamilton overcame to become one of his nation’s giants. From the start, Hamilton stands out for having been born outside of the colonies that would later form the United States, and his background was so obscure that there are still debates over what year he was born. Historians initially believed that Hamilton was born on January 12, 1757, in the town of Charlestown on the Caribbean Island of Nevis. But Danish documents that surfaced nearly 200 years after Hamilton’s birth suggest he was born in 1755, and Hamilton’s correspondence and childhood do not authoritatively answer the question.

	 

	Regardless of which year he was born, the cultural milieu into which Hamilton was born was thus very different from his eventual American contemporaries. During his childhood, the Caribbean Islands were wealthy from sugar crops, but such wealth, however, was not distributed broadly, and the Caribbean Islands were all characterized by a small elite living among masses of poverty.  Much like the American South, slavery dominated the region's sugar agriculture. 

	 

	Furthermore, family life for young Hamilton was difficult.  While his father was gentry, the son of a Scottish Laird, who came to the Caribbean to make a living as a merchant, his mother was not as fortunate.  Rachel Faucett, a French Huguenot settler in Nevis, moved to the Danish-held St. Croix as a teenager, where she married a planter name John Lavien.  The pair settled in Lavien's plantation – ironically named Contentment – but the marriage rapidly fell apart.  At one point, Lavien even had his wife jailed.

	 

	Once Rachel was released from prison, she fled her husband to return to Saint Kitts and Nevis.  There she met Alexander's father, James Hamilton.  Because Rachel's previous husband would not permit her a divorce, she and James were unable to marry.  As such, Alexander Hamilton was born with the stigma of being an illegitimate child, which was a pretty heavy burden in the 18th century. Being a bastard child in Europe or European colonies negatively affected everything from inheritance to social status and acceptance, and it was a fact of life Hamilton shared with none of the other main Founding Fathers, all of whom had more stable family units. 
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