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			DEDICATION

		

		
			This book is for Black children everywhere.

			For the dreamers.

			For the curious minds.

			For the kids who ask big questions.

			You come from greatness.

			And your story is just beginning.

		

		
			FOREWARD

		

		
			This Book Is About You

			Right now, yes, right this moment amazing things are happening.

			A Black scientist is solving a problem no one has solved before.

			A Black athlete is breaking a record people thought was impossible.

			A Black artist is telling a story the world needs to hear.

			A Black kid is discovering something special about themselves.

			That kid could be you.

			The people in this book were not born famous. They were once kids who liked to play, ask questions, make mistakes, and dream big. Some lived long ago. Some are alive today. But they all had something in common, they believed they could make a difference.

			Sometimes they were told they were too young.

			Sometimes they were told they didn’t belong.

			Sometimes they failed before they succeeded.

			And still, they kept going.

			As you read this book, remember this:

			You do not have to wait to matter.

			You do not have to be perfect to begin.

			You already have everything you need to start becoming who you are meant to be.

		

		
			INTRODUCTION

		

		
			You Are Part of a Bigger Story

			History is not just something that happened in the past.

			History is happening right now.

			Long ago, Black heroes stood up for freedom, learning, and fairness. They invented, explored, created, and led even when the world told them they couldn’t. Because of them, doors opened.

			Today, new Black heroes are walking through those doors and opening even more.

			Some are building new technology.

			Some are changing sports forever.

			Some are leading communities.

			Some are telling stories that inspire millions.

			This book brings together heroes from the past and the present so you can see something important:

			Greatness didn’t stop.

			And it didn’t skip you.

			Every hero in this book started somewhere small. Many were once kids just like you, curious, unsure, excited, and hopeful. They didn’t know how everything would turn out. They just took the next step.

			This book is not here to tell you who to be.

			It is here to remind you of who you already are.

			As you read, pay attention to the moments when something feels exciting. Those moments matter. They might be clues pointing you toward your own future.

		

		
			HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

		

		
			You don’t have to read this book from beginning to end.

			There is no “right” way.

			Here are a few ways to make the most of it:

			Jump Around

			Start with what excites you.

			Love sports? Start there.

			Curious about science? Flip to that section.

			Enjoy stories and creativity? You’re in the right place.

			Read Like a Thinker

			As you read each story, ask yourself:

			•	What did this person enjoy as a kid?

			•	What problem did they notice?

			•	What choice helped them move forward?

			Talk About What You Learn

			Share what inspires you with:

			•	Friends

			•	Family

			•	Classmates

			•	Teachers

			Big ideas grow when they are shared.

			Most Important Rule

			Don’t compare yourself to anyone in this book.

			Every hero has a different path.

			You are building yours, one step at a time.
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			Greatness doesn’t wait for permission.

		

		
			SECTION ONE

			STARTING YOUNG

		

		
			Some people think you have to be grown before you can do something important.

			History disagrees.

			Many of the greatest Black heroes didn’t suddenly become amazing as adults. Their stories started early, when they were kids who were curious, bold, and sometimes unsure of themselves.

			Some asked questions other people ignored.

			Some noticed problems others accepted.

			Some practiced their talents long before anyone was watching.

			They didn’t always have support.

			They didn’t always have resources.

			But they had something powerful: belief.

			This section is about Black heroes who showed signs of greatness when they were young, not because they were perfect, but because they were willing to try.

			As you read, pay close attention to their childhoods.

			You might recognize pieces of your own story there.
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			[ 1753 - 1784 ]

		

		
			The young poet who proved her voice mattered

		

		
			PHILLIS WHEATLEY

		

		
			Phillis Wheatley lived at a time when Black children were not expected to read, write, or dream freely. Most people believed their voices did not matter.

			Phillis proved them wrong.

			Born around 1753 in West Africa, Phillis was taken from her home as a very young child and forced onto a ship headed to America. She arrived in a new land frightened, alone, and far from everything she had known. Her life began under painful circumstances, but her story did not end there.

			What made Phillis extraordinary was not just what happened to her, but what she did with her mind. Even as a child, she showed a deep love for words, ideas, and learning. While others underestimated her, Phillis was quietly building a voice that would one day be heard across the world.

			Her poetry would challenge unfair beliefs, open doors for Black writers, and remind history that brilliance can grow even in the hardest places.

			Phillis Wheatley’s story teaches us that your voice 

			matters even when others try to silence it.

			WHERE SHE STARTED

			When Phillis was about seven years old, she was brought to America and enslaved by the Wheatley family in 

			Boston. Unlike most enslaved children, Phillis was taught to read and write.

			She learned quickly, faster than anyone expected.

			By the age of twelve, Phillis was reading difficult books, including poetry and history. She began writing poems of her own, inspired by her thoughts, faith, and the world around her.

			At a time when many people believed Black children could not learn, Phillis was proving them wrong.

			THE CHALLENGE

			Even though Phillis was talented, people doubted her.

			Many did not believe a young Black girl could write poetry. Some even claimed her work must have been written 

			by someone else.

			She was tested by powerful men who questioned her intelligence and ability. Imagine being a child and having to prove that your thoughts were your own.

			But Phillis did not stop writing.

			THE BREAKTHROUGH

			In 1773, when Phillis was still a teenager, her book Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral was published. She became the first African American woman to publish a book of poetry.

			Her words traveled across countries. Her work helped challenge harmful beliefs about Black people and education.

			WHY SHE MATTERS + YOU

			Phillis Wheatley showed the world that a young Black voice has power.

			What we learn from her:

			•	Learning is a form of strength

			•	Your thoughts deserve space

			•	Age does not limit intelligence

			Your Turn:

			What is something you enjoy reading, writing, or 

			learning about? How can you practice it more?
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			[ 1731 - 1806 ]

		

		
			The curious boy who studied the sky
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