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			Foreword

			Meaning of the word “meaning” was a great concern for the Indian thinkers. In order to finalize this, they have examined and taken into consideration all the components of a communicative unit such as syllables, words, sentences and intentions of the speakers as well as the capacity to group. After this examination, different philosophers – Mīmāṁsakas, Naiyāyikas and Śābdikas – have arrived the conclusion that sentence is the essential component to convey a sense of meaning to a listener. The theory of akhaṇḍa-vākya is based on the indivisible sphoṭa theory and the sentence-meaning is experienced by the concept of pratibhā. The division of sentence as per the priority of words occurred on the basis of mutual expectancy by which the intended meaning may be assumed by the listener.

			Mīmāṁsakas consider bhāvanā (action) which is the most essential segment to understand the sense of uttered syllables. On the one hand, the Naiyāyikas emphasize the priority of the words ending in Nominative case. The grammarians, on the other hand, stress the need of predominance to vyāpāra for attaining the meaning. Thus various philosophers have put forward different concepts of sentence, which are the basis of various linguistic aspects.

			The Vākyapadīya of Bhartr̥hari (sixth century ce) is a text which elaborately explains the notions on sentence. Philosophical dimensions of grammatical units are systematically presented here. The author of this book Dr Sarath P. Nath has attempted to present the philosophy of language in a Bhartr̥harian perspective. To substantiate his views, syntactic and semantic thoughts in India are elaborately discussed. While explaining the philosophy, a detailed study on Bhartr̥hari is also conducted here.

			Various perspectives on the concept of sentence in Indian system of knowledge are taken to consider in the second chapter by which, the limitations of their arguments can be critically evaluated in the following chapter. 

			Eightfold theory of the sentence propounded by Bhartr̥hari is vividly examined here. The illustrations given to each definition by the commentators of Bhartr̥hari are described here properly. The views of our ancestors are also critically promoted.

			The concept of pratibhā is a topic of discussion in Indian intellectual domain. Rhetoricians, philosophers, critics and commentators have viewed this phenomenon from various angles. The author also attempts to justify the concept of pratibhā explained by Bhartr̥hari in accordance with the views already prevailed in this circle.

			I am extremely happy to congratulate Dr Sarath P. Nath for bringing out a composition on the philosophy of Bhartr̥hari on sentence. Though the significance of the work can only be understood by those scholars who are well studied in Helārāja and Puṇyarāja, it will remain an asset to the field of grammatical deliberations.

			Professor Dr P. Narayanan Namboodiri

			Professor of Sanskrit (retd)

			Department of Sanskrit

			University of Calicut

		


		
			Preface

			Language is generally perceived as the method of communication. It is essentially a social phenomenon through which we share our thoughts, experiences, emotions, commands, wishes, statements of facts, etc. Thus, the basic function of language is “communication”. Ancient Indian scholars inquired into this concept and went beyond its mere communicative perspective. They portrayed it as the lamp that brought to light all the material objects. Had there been no language, everything would have remained in the darkness of ignorance. No knowledge or science would have originated. Nobody can fulfil his/her life in this material world, without the medium of language. Language which thus spreads over all walks of life is not just a medium of communication, based on syllable–word–sentence. Language can be perceived as the carrier of thoughts and ideas. Thus, beyond its communicative level, language is something, which carries within itself the entire culture of a community. Therefore, an insight into the working of language can be the beginning of the philosophical inquiry.

			One of the fundamental problems in the philosophy of language, that has attracted the serious attention of all thinkers, is the relation between śabda (linguistic element) and its artha (meaning). The term śabda is normally used to refer to a linguistic element, which is the meaningful unit of speech. Indian thinkers uphold different views on the linguistic element that is referred to by the term śabda. According to various thinkers, it is the articulated phoneme (varṇa) or the word (pada) or the sentence (vākya). But all of them emphasize the role of sentence in communicating the ideas conceived by the speaker. Therefore the study of sentence and sentence-meaning became one of the major concerns of linguists, grammarians and philosophers.

			The present book puts stress upon the different prospects regarding the basic element of the language-sentence and its meaning. The studies on sentence and sentence-meaning in ancient India are disseminated among the different systems of knowledge. The scholars in the schools of Mīmāṁsā, Nyāya and Vyākaraṇa have devoted their effort to unravel the basic problems regarding these concepts. While analysing the concept of sentence, ancient thinkers tried to deal with two vexed questions: What is a sentence? and What constitutes the sentence-meaning? They have endeavoured to answer these questions according to their preconceived notions.

			In the science of Grammar, it was Bhartr̥hari, the great grammarian and philosopher, who discovered the depth and breadth of Sanskrit grammar. His magnum opus the Vākyapadīya created a philosophical dimension in the science of Grammar hitherto unseen. He explains the concept of language in different levels to have a comprehensive idea of its function. If language is perceived in the communicative level, sentence is the basic unit of language. The entire second kāṇḍa of Vākyapadīya is dedicated for the syntactico–semantic analysis of the sentence. Here, Bhartr̥hari sets forth new visions and dimensions in the concept of sentence and sentence-meaning. His whole theory of language is to be understood from the context of his general theory of akhaṇḍa-vākya. According to this theory, a sentence is the indivisible sphoṭa or a unitary whole and the sentence-meaning is the kind of a flash of understanding called pratibhā. The present study tries to analyse the concepts and discussions on sentence and sentence-meaning, with special stress to the Vākyapadīya.

			Today, language study possesses a multidimensional perspective, which has moved up even into the realm of the studies on history, culture, psychology and philosophy. In this scenario, an inquiry into the linguistic perspectives of ancient Indian thinkers is useful and appropriate. The present study tries to understand the sentence theory of Bhartr̥hari in a deeper level and find out whether his unnoticed ideas could be useful in interpreting the language phenomenon. Bhartr̥hari’s concepts are studied by many scholars of the East and West. Though many of his concepts are treated as mystic entities, the linguistic value of his views on sentence and sentence-meaning is unravelled by modern scholars. But the ideas of akhaṇḍa-vākyasphoṭa, pratibhā, etc. are either taken for granted or are not given much importance in the linguistic point of view. Therefore it is significant to analyse these concepts wherever available rather than keeping them away because of their philosophical or metaphysical label on them.

			The book comprises of four chapters. The first chapter entitled “The Philosophy of Language: A Bhartr̥harian Perspective” discusses the syntactic and semantic thoughts in India and the importance of Bhartr̥hari in Indian linguistic tradition. A brief survey of Bhartr̥hari’s works and the commentaries of Vākyapadiya is also included in this chapter.

			The second chapter elaborately discusses various definitions of sentence propounded by different schools of thought. The different views of ancient Sanskrit scholars on the relation among the words in a sentence and their meanings, through which they are semantically connected to give a unified sense, are also explained in detail.

			The third chapter includes the discussion of the concepts of Bhartr̥hari on sentence and sentence-meaning. It begins with presenting the definitions of sentence which are enumerated in the first verses of the second kāṇḍa of Vākyapadīya. In the second part, different ideas on the concept of sentence-meaning discussed by Bhartr̥hari are analysed and Bhartr̥hari’s concept of pratibhā as the meaning of sentence is also pointed out.

			The fourth chapter discusses the origin and development of the concept of pratibhā in various systems of knowledge. The characteristics of Bhartr̥hari’s pratibhā and the implications of this very concept are also explained in this chapter. The book concludes with the conspectus of the important points noted during the study. The scope for the further study in the topic is also pointed out.

			At this juncture, I thankfully remember my supervising teacher Professor P. Narayanan Namboodiri, who was kind enough to write a Foreword to this book and his proper guidance and wholehearted support that helped me to materialize this work. I am grateful to Professor C. Rajendran, whose valuable suggestions helped me in choosing the topic of the study. I am deeply obliged to my teachers Professor R. Vasudevan Potti, Professor O. Vatsala and Professor Krishnakumar, whose blessings made me confident to endure in Sanskrit grammar. I am particularly thankful to Dr Ajithan P.I., whose timely interventions and continuous support helped me a lot. 

			It would be really unkind if I do not thank my wife who stood as a pillar for me to lean on during the difficult phases of my research. Also, I thank all my family members, teachers and friends who supported me in different ways during my research.

			Dr Sarath P. Nath
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			1

			The Philosophy of Language

			A Bhartr̥harian Perspective

			The Concept of Language: Indian Perspectives

			Language can be defined as the method of human communication, either spoken or written, consisting of the use of words in a structural and conventional way (https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/language). The word “language” has its origin from the Old French word langage and from the Latin word lingua. The word lingua in Latin signifies “tongue”. Thus the word “language” simply denotes the human interaction, which involves gestures and spoken or written words. A human being thinks and, as a necessary corollary of his thinking, he wishes to communicate the ideas conceived. Language, as a tool of communication, achieves its goal, when the listener understands what the speaker intends to convey. Thus, thought and language are the two characteristics that differentiate man from animals. Aldous Huxley states that “for in spite of language, in spite of intelligence and intuition and sympathy, one can never really communicate anything to anybody” (2000: 3). Harold Coward rightly observes that “language is a fascinating aspect of human behaviour and it not only makes distinction between man and animals, but mediates human knowledge also” (1980: 1). Thus, language can rather be perceived as the very essence of thought, than a mere tool of communication. 

			Language has been one of the fundamental concerns of Indian schools of thought and has attracted the serious attention of all thinkers from the outset. They perceived language as one of the most precious gifts given by God to human beings (samskr̥tam nāma daivī vāganvākhyātā maharṣibhiḥ – Kāvyādarśa 1.33). All knowledge from the time immemorial had been handed over to us in the form of language. Bhartr̥hari also mentions that there is no cognition without the operation of the word and all knowledge is illuminated by language: 

				na so ’sti pratyayo loke yaḥ śabdānugamādr̥te। 

				anuviddhamiva jñānam sarvam śabdena bhāsate।।

			 – Vākyapadīya I.123

			Thus, it can be stated that the ancient preceptors were aware of the importance of language in our social life. In the study of language, they tried to deal with various vexed questions like: What is language? What is its structure? How can it be analysed? They have been endeavoured to solve these problems according to the basic norms of their philosophies. 

			The Philosophy of Language

			In India, the study of language has never been the monopoly of the grammarians or the rhetoricians. Almost all schools of thoughts have given emphasis to the fundamental problems of verbal communication. The earlier references of linguistic thoughts in India are glimpsed in the Vedas and Upaniṣads. The Vedic seers praised language as a powerful deity, known as Vāk, who bestows all the favours to its devotees. In  the R̥gveda, a complete sūkta in the glorification of Vāk can be found. Even more examples can be cited from the R̥gveda which show the prominence of Vāk. It states that those who do not understand the real nature of Vāk cannot see language, even when they are seeing and cannot hear it, even when they are hearing. The Vāk unfolds herself only to those, who understand the essence of speech. 

			uta tvaḥ paśyanna dadarśa vācamuta tvaḥ śr̥ṇvanna śr̥ṇotyenām। 

			uto tvasmai tanvaṁ vi sasre jāyeva patya uśatī suvāsāḥ।।

			– R̥V X.71.4

			The seers of R̥gveda praise the speech as the great deity (Mahādeva), who possesses himself in humans. 

			catvāri śr̥ṅgā trayo asya pādā dve śīrṣe sapta hastāso asya।

			tridhā baddho vr̥ṣabho roravīti maho devo martyāṁ ā viveśa।।

			  – IV.58.3

			Apart from the Vedic passages, three among the six Vedāṅgas are directly concerned with language, viz. Vyākaraṇa (Grammar), Nirukta (Etymology) and Śikṣā (Phonetics). This indicates the prominence of linguistic study in the Vedic age.

			The study of linguistic aspects has been emphasized in all systems of Indian philosophy. The schools of Mīmāṁsā and Vyākaraṇa have contributed much in this regard. Pūrva-Mīmāṁsā is also known as Vākyaśāstra, which is devoted in interpreting sentences, either Vedic or ordinary. The Nyāya system, known as Pramāṇaśāstra, also discusses the basic linguistic problems. Though the school of Vyākaraṇa does not possess the status of darśana (philosophy), the ancient grammarians were interested in the linguistic and philosphical analysis of speech and they claimed the status of an independent darśana.

			The Basic Problems of the Philosophy of Language

			The Indian approach to the study of language has been characterized by both analysis and synthesis. The study of language essentially requires a process of analysis in which the speech utterance is analysed in terms of sentences and words, stems and suffixes, morphemes and phonemes.1 The earlier reference regarding the language analysis can be seen in the Taittirīya Saṁhitā. It says that once gods (devas) requested Lord Indra to analyse speech and on behalf of their request, he performed the duty. Since then, the speech is called vaikr̥ta (analysed) (VI.4.7). Śākalya’s Padapāṭha of R̥gveda is also one of the earlier attempts of language analysis. The R̥gveda, originally in the saṁhitā form, has been broken down into words in this Padapāṭha. In the Br̥haddevatā, Śaunaka defines a sentence as the group of words and words as the group of phonemes (2.117). We can find similar analytical methodology in Prātiśākhyas also. But the systematic analysis of speech begins from the time of Yāska, who analysed the speech on the basis of etymology. He was the first to divide language into four parts; nāma (noun), ākhyāta (verb), upasarga (prefixes) and nipāta (prepositions) (tat yānyetāni catvāri padajātāni nāmākhyāte copasarganipātāśca – Nirukta, 2002: 3). This fourfold analysis is accepted by almost all the later Indian systems of knowledge.

			The whole system of Vyākaraṇa has been dedicated in the linguistic analysis of speech. Pāṇini, who propounded the descriptive grammar of Sanskrit language in his Aṣṭādhyāyī, has been praised by many modern linguists. The Aṣṭādhyāyī is primarily concerned with building up of words from verbal roots, preverbs, primary and secondary suffixes, and nominal and verbal terminations. This treatise also points out some syntactic problems involved in the formation of compound words and the relationship of the nouns in a sentence with the verb. The followers of the Pāṇinian school developed this analytical method of language study in their works. 
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