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      Prologue: A Busy Homecoming

      A ship advanced through the air with an audible flap as its sails swelled with wind. A thick carpet of trees spread out below it. Levitating ships were able to get over this because they sailed through the air and only had to deal with a clear sky with nothing to impede them.

      This ship was part of a squadron over ten strong. They continued their flight, eventually reaching the edge of the forest...

      ◆

      In a corner of the academy city of Laihiala in the Kingdom of Fremmevilla, some students looked up to the sky after a noisy gust of wind.

      “Oh? Those are levitating ships. Is today the regular delivery? No... And there’s a lot of ’em too.”

      They seemed confused at seeing the large ships in the sky. Levitating ships passing overhead wasn’t in and of itself strange. The people’s shock over them had lessened over time.

      However, that did not apply to fleets as large as what they were seeing now.

      What the students normally saw were cargo ships making regular deliveries. During those times, they never came in groups of more than two. In the first place, levitating ships were still rare and precious, so they’d never even heard of there being enough of them to form an appreciable fleet.

      “Hey, look at the crest!”

      It didn’t take long for them to notice the larger ship at the center of the formation. It was around twice as big as the rest and sported a larger emblem to match. No one in Laihiala would fail to recognize the silver phoenix with spread wings.

      “The Order of the Silver Phoenix! They’ve returned!”

      The ships slowly slid over the center of the city, trailing joyful cheers.

      Then, something jumped out of the large ship in the center. It was most likely a silhouette knight, but it formed a rainbow ring of light, which it used as footing to slide through the air.

      It made for its destination in the city, its thrusters screaming. As it got closer, its form became clear to the citizens, who shrieked in terror. This machine seemed to be picking a fight with the accepted definition of silhouette knight—it was absolutely monstrous.

      Its visor was fiendish, like a person in a fit of rage. It sported a total of eight arms, and while its upper half was that of a silhouette knight, its lower half was a monster’s. The citizens couldn’t even be confident it really was a silhouette knight.

      And such a thing was descending in the middle of the city. A panic befell the people, and they screamed as they rushed to escape inside.

      But there were some who went the opposite way, coming outside.

      Selestina Echevalier came out onto the road, and the bizarre silhouette knight approached. The rainbow ring gradually shrunk as the machine descended.
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