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      Prologue

      “Abel, are you serious?”

      “Of course. One hit.”

      They stood in the courtyard of the high-class inn, The Golden Wave, where the Crimson Sword stayed regularly as guests in the city of Lune. Ryo and Abel faced each other, the latter ready to thrust with his red, glowing sword and the former frowning.

      “You haven’t forgotten the fact that I’m a magician, have you?”

      “Nope, and that’s exactly why.”

      Abel’s breathing remained steady, measured as he spoke, intent on ending his friend.

      “Abel, I made a mistake! Forgive me!”

      “No excuses! Prepare yourself, Ryo!”

      “Urk... I guess I don’t have a choice. Ice Wall.”

      “Take this! Sword Skill: Piercing Peak.”

      A lightning-fast step and a quick thrust. Krak.

      “Impossible!”

      Abel’s newly acquired Sword Skill had pierced Ryo’s ice wall. Piercing Peak was an advanced version of Total Impalement. Even Abel, a swordsman of superior skill, had only recently become proficient at using it.

      Watching his ice wall, his pride and joy, shatter, Ryo fell to his knees in shock. Abel, meanwhile, stood proudly after having accomplished the seemingly impossible. Their contrasting tableaux were a direct reflection not only of the outcome of their battle but their difference of spirit.

      “I never imagined a sword could actually pierce it...” Ryo said, slapping the ground.

      “Ahhh, sure is nice to see the fruits of your labor, huh?” Abel said, reveling in his success at mastering the new variation of Total Impalement, which hadn’t been able to even scratch his friend’s ice wall.


      Simply put, he had summoned Ryo to test the power of his new technique. After hitting the ground several times, Ryo lifted his head and stood, determination stamped all over his face.

      “Abel, do it again. Exactly as you just did.”

      “Huh? No way. You know that executing Sword Skills back-to-back will only tire me out.”

      “No excuses! Now, experience the terror that is an ice wall! Laminated 10-Layer Ice Wall.”

      The moment Ryo chanted, an ice wall appeared—except this was a special version, which was gradually building up, thickening layer by layer until—until it attacked Abel!

      “Hey, you jackass.” Abel leaped to the side. “Stop! Like I can pierce this monstrosity!”

      In the end, he treated Ryo to dinner at the Golden Wave. All’s well that ends well.

      “I’m throwing in the towel. I can’t even move anymore...”

      Inevitably, Ryo booked a room at the Golden Wave and stayed the night there. What else had he expected after eating enough food to feed four people...?
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