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	Pirates and Piracy on the Great Lakes





Piracy has always been with us. On the Great Lakes, piracy was different than depicted in Hollywood’s glorified Pirates of the Caribbean. No Aztec gold was heading back to Spain on armadas. But there were pirates just the same.

Instead of chasing down ships laden with gold, the Great Lakes pirates were after commodities. There were fur pirates, timber pirates, religious pirates, and inept pirates. Just about anything that could be sold fell prey to pirates. Though there was no Spanish gold, there was loot to be had. Payrolls were shipped and moneys for banks and treasuries were consigned. Cargos could be stolen and then sold at the next port.

For our purposes, piracy is defined as attacking, robbing, and hijacking on the water. From Lake Superior to Lake Erie, piracy cropped up throughout history. This would be a much larger book if it were not for the nature of piracy. Secrecy and stealth coupled with leaving no witnesses casts much of the acts of piracy in darkness. No witnesses are the best witnesses. Many incidents we simply don’t know about. But we do know pirates were out there.
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“Loaded with rare period photos and engravings of the infamous pirates who
wreaked havoc in Great Lakes waters-and shore communities, Classen’s
narrative is fast-paced and filled with legends of treasures and daring expl:

—Sue Harrison, international best-selling historical novelist
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