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      The Story So Far...

      Ryoma Mikoshiba had boldly launched a two-front operation to aid the Kingdom of Myest and the Kingdom of Xarooda. The situation took a dramatic turn when Owen Spiegel—the Kingdom of Myest’s former chancellor—ascended to the throne as the new king, thanks to the efforts of Alexis Duran, an operative secretly embedded by the Organization. As a result, Ryoma was forced to prematurely end his original campaign against the southern kingdoms and order a full military withdrawal.

      Meanwhile, the Kingdom of Xarooda continued to face constant threats from the O’ltormea Empire. As the O’ltormean invaders steadily encroached on Xarooda’s territory, Ryoma finally deployed his trump card: reinforcements from the dark elves. Thanks to the decisive treatment administered by Nelcius, the dark elf chieftain, the true cause of the affliction plaguing Xarooda’s King Julianus was finally eradicated. Amid these events, the recuperated Julianus faked his own death to purge the corruption festering within his kingdom. The king’s return and the elimination of traitors breathed new life into the Xaroodian military.

      However, Ryoma understood that this resurgence was no more than a temporary reprieve. Plagued with doubt, he struggled to find a way forward for himself and his comrades. A letter then arrived for his grandfather, Koichiro Mikoshiba, from an old friend and one of the elders of the Organization called Liu Zhong Jian. The letter stated that Liu would be traveling to the Myest’s trade city, Pherzaad. In the fated city, Ryoma finally met with Liu Zhong Jian, where he learned the true reason for the Organization’s existence.

      “If I had to guess, the group known as the Organization operates based on two principles. Primarily, survival and progress,” Ryoma said. In response, Liu turned the statement back on him by asking what path Ryoma truly sought. When Ryoma said coexistence, Master Liu listened quietly. He proposed introducing Ryoma to Akimitsu Kuze, one of the elders of the Organization, superior to Sudou Akitake and the mastermind behind the recent conspiracy.

      Prologue

      The weather, which had worsened several days earlier, now seemed to have fully transformed into a raging storm. The sky was shrouded in dark clouds, and from time to time, streaks of lightning split the heavens. In the very next moment, a deafening crash of thunder roared, mingling with the sound of heavy raindrops pelting against the window glass. One might say it resembled the fury of Meneos, king of the gods, who ruled the heavens.

      Indeed, many of the farmers living near the imperial capital of O’ltormea were likely whispering that this violent thunderstorm was a sign that Meneos himself was enraged. After all, in this world of earth and sky, the weather was not merely a scientific phenomenon but literally an extension of the gods’ will. Even when observing the same sky, people’s interpretations of it varied greatly depending on their position and mindset.
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