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      Chapter One: The Kappa Pool

      “Well, this is exciting.”

      “I’m grateful that you’re coming with me, but are you sure it isn’t too much trouble? We won’t be getting any item drops or anything.”

      “I don’t mind. I’m just interested in seeing the yokai.”

      I had gone to see Alyssa to sell her some assorted information, getting a spectacular “WAAAH!” out of her. It was a satisfying interaction.

      But things hadn’t ended there. I also bought some information, onAlyssa’s recommendation. And that information pertained to yokai—information about their whereabouts and how to interact with them successfully, if you can believe it.

      Once I had this information, naturally I wanted to go seek a yokai out. And Siegfried decided to come along with me too. I wanted more fighting power, and Seigfried was curious about the yokai; our interests had aligned perfectly. Siegfried also wanted to try out the new weapon he’d just obtained.

      Incidentally, the information we’d sold had been worth quite the hefty sum. It was a bit more than Alyssa could pay us right away, so she’d begged us if she could compensate us partially with items instead. There were several pieces of equipment that Siegfried wanted, so he was happy to oblige. Kokuten and Murakage were also fine with that—and so was I. A top clan like the Quick-Eared Cats had a substantial catalogue of items with plenty of interesting curios to offer.

      Among the pieces of information that we had sold, the one that had been worth the most was that pertaining to the Foam Emblem. I was surprised to find out that the Quick-Eared Cats had already learned that emblems could be used for evolution, just like how Siegfried had used one to evolve Silver.

      According to Alyssa, a Foam Emblem could be used to evolve a Muddy Frog into a Chemical Frog. Foam and frogs... I wondered if that meant that the emblem had to be compatible with the monster in some way. There might also be some connection with the monsters that inhabited the area the emblem was obtained.

      The “juicy info” that Alyssa had first reached to me about had been regarding this information about evolving those monsters with the Foam Emblem. The reason she’d given such an intense reaction to the information Siegfried sold her regarding his using the Galloping Emblem to evolve his horse had been because she’d been trying to sell me that very same information. 

      It wasn’t the exact same information, but the essential part was the ability to evolve monsters with emblems. Knowing that the Foam Emblem could be used to evolve a Muddy Frog was certainly very useful information as well, but since I already knew that emblems could be used for evolution, that had definitely weakened the impact of her announcement.

      Plus, that Chemical Frog’s appearance was a bit, well... I would have liked it if it looked like a cute tree frog, but instead it looked like a realistic toad. And it was huge, about the size of a dog. True to its name, it had a psychedelic coloring; its base color was green and it had blue and yellow marbling on top. Just looking at it made my eyes water. And the hues made the warts covering its body look really gross.

      Alyssa showed me a video of the toad producing foam from its entire body, but even that just kind of creeped me out. I couldn’t see myself ever being brave enough to walk around with a toad like that. Maybe if it didn’t have those warts...

      Following that conversation, I bought information about monsters and materials found in various areas, which was what led me to buying information about the yokai.

      I hadn’t discovered a new yokai for a while, but a player had apparently encountered one in Zone Ten. The one who had investigated and consolidated all the information on it had been none other than Hamakaze. As an Onmyōji, she was the true yokai expert.

      “The place was near Blue City, right?”

      “Yeah. It shouldn’t be more than an hour away from there.”

      Our destination was a river not far from Blue City. The Great Rainforest located to the south of Blue City was an area where, as its name might suggest, it rained for half the day. That rainfall produced countless streams which fed into the rivers, large and small, that ran freely through the tropical biome.

      The annoying part was that depending on how much rain fell, the rivers could change size, or even dry up completely. Because of that, the map of the area would change every few days. Areas that had once been traversable would be submerged, the rivers would dry up and different monsters would spawn, causing a lot of headache for the players exploring the rainforest. Not only that, but the rain obscured visibility, so out of all four cardinal directional areas outside of Blue City, it was the one I hated the most.
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