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 PREFACE


  A powerful reckoning on racism and 
inequality was upon us.


  —BOB WOODWARD, RAGE


  Controversy on the Courthouse Grounds


  When I began writing this book in the spring of 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic had just begun to explode in the United States. By the end of May, George Floyd had been killed by a police officer in Minneapolis. In the following months, Floyd’s gruesome choking death was followed by several other Black fatalities—all involving the actions of various police departments throughout the country. This string of deaths escalated racial tensions all over the country, and Black Lives Matter and other racial justice movements exploded everywhere. Talbot County, on Maryland’s pastoral Eastern Shore, did not escape this widespread national debate about race.


  The long-simmering issue of the “Talbot Boys” Confederate statue, located on the Talbot County Courthouse lawn (where enslaved people were sold and much of this story took place), was again resurrected. The statue was dedicated in 1916 to commemorate eighty-four county residents who served with the Confederacy in the Civil War, but the more than 300 county Union veterans are not memorialized.1 This issue of the “Talbot Boys” had caused much contention and division. The local Star-Democrat newspaper published letter after letter debating the pros and cons of keeping or removing the statue—the only one of its kind remaining on public property in Maryland. News outlets across the country added their opinions at a time when municipalities throughout the nation were removing similar Confederate monuments. Front lawns throughout the county displayed yellow-and-black “MOVE TALBOT’S CONFEDERATE MONUMENT” signs or blue-and-white “PRESERVE TALBOT HISTORY” signs. In May 2021, a lawsuit was filed in federal court to have the Talbot Boys statue removed from the courthouse property. The plaintiffs were the Talbot County branch of the NAACP and the Maryland Office of the Public Defender.2 The reader will soon find that this was not the first time that these courthouse grounds would be the epicenter of controversy.


  Richard Potter, president of the Talbot County NAACP, filed a sworn declaration to accompany the federal lawsuit. In his declaration, he asserted that the monument “celebrates inequality, glorifies violence and disregards the dignity of Black people.”3


  He added:


  I am disappointed in our elected officials as we are still fighting for the removal of a Confederate monument on the courthouse lawn; a place where all individuals can go to seek a fair and just trial. I am frustrated with the Council because in 2015 when this issue first came up, the NAACP presented our stance and recommendations and I believe it was not taken seriously because it was viewed as only a “Black person issue” and the opposition outnumbered us.4


  Potter declared that the Talbot County government sanctioned “systemic racism of the highest form” by continuing to allow the statue to remain. Its presence, he said, “gives license to and encourages racial division in Talbot County.”5


  Despite his scathing denunciation of the council, Potter stated that the “. . . members of our community overwhelmingly support the removal of . . . the Talbot Boys statue and want Talbot County to be a place where inclusivity is a hallmark and bedrock foundation. . .”6


  On September 14, 2021—following years of debate, protests, and the federal lawsuit—the Talbot County Council reversed a previous vote and passed a resolution to move the monument to a private battlefield park in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Councilman Frank Divilio, a former supporter of keeping the statue, proposed the resolution, stating: “The Talbot Boys issue has divided our community for too long and has sidelined many other important things the county council and county government needs to address.” Another council member, who voted against the resolution, said the statue’s removal would leave “scars” in the county.


  Historical Contrasts


  In many ways, the story told in this book about the events of a century ago is in stark contrast to today’s Talbot County. In fact, I was amazed to learn during my research for this book about the overtly racist attitudes and events that were prevalent in the county a hundred years ago. In 2022, Talbot presents itself as a welcoming and diverse place. Easton, the county seat, is a picturesque town with art galleries, fine restaurants, museums, live theater, and many active and productive charitable organizations. The town of Easton is considered by many to be the cultural capital of the Eastern Shore. Talbot County’s beautiful scenery and rich cultural climate inspired the local tourism board to describe it as “The Hamptons of the Chesapeake.” It is a favored weekend getaway spot and retirement mecca for many in the greater Baltimore-Washington, DC area.


  Still predominantly White (77.4 percent), Talbot is now home to multicultural communities that include African Americans (12.8 percent), Latinos (7.2 percent), Asians (1.4 percent), and other ethnic groups (1.2 percent).7 The institutionalized racism of the Jim Crow era8 is gone, although tensions and racial incidents may flare from time to time. As the NAACP and the public defender’s office phrased it in their 2021 lawsuit:


  . . .while race relations in Talbot County have improved significantly since the end of the Jim Crow era, there have been intermittent instances of hatred and violence, remnants of Talbot County’s segregationist past. Black people also remain severely underrepresented in county government and excluded almost entirely from positions of prominence in the county’s power structure.”9


  Cited in the lawsuit were an unexploded bomb on the lawn of a Black family during school desegregation in the 1950s, a cross burning on Tilghman Island in the 1980s, racial discrimination in the county’s roads department in the 1990s, and Ku Klux Klan leafleting in the waterfront town of St. Michaels in 2019. Moreover, in the 360 years that Talbot County has existed, it has had only one Black member of the County Council, Corey Pack, who was elected in 2007 and reelected several times since. There has never been a Black county manager.10


  Historical Similarities


  Obvious similarities between the present and Isaiah Fountain’s era are their global pandemics. Both the Spanish flu of 1918-1920 and the COVID-19 virus of 2020-2022 seriously affected the United States’ health system and resulted in the loss of hundreds of thousands of lives. Both pandemics overwhelmed the nation’s economy and triggered the failure of many businesses and the resulting loss of jobs.


  A century ago, the nation was in the clutches of the Jim Crow era and was experiencing the Great Migration of African Americans from the rural South to the industrial North to seek better-paying jobs.11 Many of these jobs were created by the absence of White workers who were engaged in the Great War in Europe. When the war ended, the soldiers returned and immigrants from Europe flowed to the United States. The resulting competition for jobs between African Americans and Whites became acute and contentious. This competition created widespread racial tensions in the South and North alike,12 spawning the notorious “Red Summer” of 1919. During that summer and beyond, White supremacist terrorism, including lynchings and race riots, occurred in more than three dozen cities across the country.13


  In 2020 and 2021, the United States experienced similar health and economic conditions resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. As 2020 was a presidential election year, the nation also experienced rampant political, racial, and social divisiveness. Such widespread racial unrest—intensified by George Floyd’s death that May—had not been experienced since the race riots of the 1960s. Protests and riots occurred regularly in cities throughout the country, many involving property damage, injuries, and deaths.


  Author Bob Woodward commented on the 2020 unrest in his book, Rage. In words that could also have applied to the events of a century earlier, he concluded: “A powerful reckoning on racism and inequality was upon us. There seemed to be no end in sight, and certainly no clear path to get there.”14


  Woodward’s concerns were prophetic: more turmoil was on the horizon. On January 6, 2021, a mob of thousands, seeking to overturn the results of the Electoral College and the 2020 presidential election, violently stormed the Capitol of the United States. This vicious assault on the US Congress resulted in death, injury, property destruction, and the interruption of the business of Congress. Some members of the mob carried Confederate battle flags in the Capitol’s rotunda, and some rioters wore clothing with Nazi symbols. The New York Times wrote that the sight was “a piercing reminder of the persistence of white supremacism more than 150 years after the end of the Civil War.”15 The storming of the Capitol was a shocking, almost unbelievable example of United States citizens rebelling against their government while exhibiting racist symbols and Lost Cause sympathies.


  Not long after the Capitol insurrection, I happened to read the book Robert E. Lee and Me: A Southerner’s Reckoning with the Myth of the Lost Cause. The book examined the causes of an earlier rebellion—the Civil War. It also explored the many myths about the Lost Cause and discussed why some of our country’s oldest wounds from slavery and Jim Crow have never healed.16 Many of the book’s observations about the Confederacy, its supporters, and the proponents of the Lost Cause myth struck a note of familiarity when compared to the January 6 insurrection at the Capitol. A similar note was struck by the controversy over the Talbot Boys monument at the Talbot County Courthouse. Pandemics, political controversies, racism, and violent behavior—separated by a century—once again created division and wrath throughout the nation and in Talbot County, Maryland. It was déjà vu!


  Many of the events described in this book took place on the same Talbot County Courthouse grounds where the Talbot Boys Confederate statue was erected in 1916—just three years before the Isaiah Fountain case began. In 2021, the Talbot Boys controversy galvanized and outraged the citizens of Talbot County, not unlike the Isaiah Fountain case of a century earlier.


  Echoes of the Past


  Although many things have changed in Talbot County and the United States over the past century, including our outlook on civil rights, these recent local and national events show that echoes of the past endure. Casey Cep, a native daughter who became a Rhodes Scholar and acclaimed biographer of Harper Lee, wrote in a 2013 essay that: “Talbot County, like so much of America, has an uneasy relationship with its past…”17 Much of the county’s uneasiness may be due to Maryland being a border state during the Civil War, with many of the residents being Confederate sympathizers or combatants against the Union. Even after the Civil War, Talbot’s plantation owners had a vested interest in preserving slavery and keeping Blacks in submission with racist Jim Crow laws. The various civil rights laws of the 1960s ended the overt and abusive discrimination of the Jim Crow era by imposing legal boundaries and restrictions that changed our social and behavioral norms. In spite of these laws, there are still some who scratch, peel, and scrape at the fabric of our society to defy these norms and laws.


  In some areas of Talbot County and elsewhere on the Eastern Shore, Confederate flags still fly from residential flagpoles or are attached to vehicles as decals or bumper stickers. During a demonstration in the summer of 2020 to keep the Talbot Boys Confederate monument, a group of supporters surrounded the statue. One of the demonstrators waved the red and white pro-Confederate flag that was flown by some Marylanders during the Civil War.18


  To the chagrin of many residents, Talbot County’s controversies have attracted the attention of the national news media. In a 2020 article in The New Yorker, Cep recalled how she learned in school about the Talbot Boys, Admiral Franklin Buchanan, and other local Confederate personalities. However, she learned nothing about the Black Union veterans, who later founded the nearby enclave of Unionville, along with freed Blacks. Nor was she taught about the Easton neighborhood called The Hill, thought by some to be the oldest free Black settlement in the country. She did learn about the “necessary and heroic” events of the national Civil Rights Movement, but local integration efforts in Easton and nearby Cambridge were portrayed as “dangerous and thuggish.”19


  Cep wrote that such omissions in her education gave her and other White residents a “distorted vision of life on the Eastern Shore.” She goes on to say: “More troublingly, some have suggested that, despite our history of enslavement and Confederate sympathies, we have not merely developed but have somehow always possessed a kind of local immunity to the racism that afflicts every other community in this country.”20


  Reminiscent of a century ago, the COVID pandemic is still with us after two long years, with over 1,000,000 Americans dead. Infection rates seem to be declining, but we’ve heard about that before. Millions of people are out of work—many by their own choosing, others due to COVID-related issues. Incidents of racial violence continue—not only against African Americans, but also Asians. Other types of shocking violence have become prevalent in our society and now represent a new kind of terrorism. In these respects, it appears that not much has changed from a century ago.


  Many of our ancestors took part in or tolerated racist acts and events that would shock us today. Many such incidents of institutional racism, outrage, violence, and threats of violence have been lost in the fog of history. The Isaiah Fountain case is just one such incident. While I am confident that the majority of today’s citizens would reject the hostile attitudes and actions that threatened Isaiah Fountain a century ago, the purpose of this book is to tell his story in full to a modern audience for the first time in the hope that we can learn from our history.


  On March 14, 2022, the Talbot Boys Confederate Monument—a symbol of racism for many—was removed from the Talbot County Courthouse grounds. After standing for 106 years, the monument’s removal was heartily cheered by most of the spectators. A few of the onlookers expressed their disappointment.
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 INTRODUCTION


  The Fountain case is one of the most noted 
in the State’s annals.


  —EASTON STAR-DEMOCRAT 


  The Isaiah Fountain case was arguably the biggest and most enduring news “event” ever to occur in Talbot County, Maryland. Lawyer and author Sherrilyn Ifill wrote that the Fountain case “was one of the most notorious on the [Eastern] Shore during the early part of the twentieth century.” She added that the case also involved Talbot County’s largest incident of mob violence in its history.1 The case involved rape, racial bias, lynch mobs, armed troops, manhunts, death, and a surprise ending—with each element provoking high emotions. The Fountain case and its many derivative stories generated hundreds of newspaper articles in Maryland and elsewhere for more than two and a half years during the core of the Jim Crow era. The case was conspicuous due to the remarkable levels of public outrage that were generated by and on behalf of the various involved parties: the victim, the accused, the community, the justice system, and the news media. The blatant and institutionalized bias of the Jim Crow era against African Americans only aggravated the outrage and helped to propel the case to its long-lived notoriety.


  The Fountain case was a headline-maker, with local and regional newspapers publishing hundreds of related dramatic news banners and spirited articles. The coverage was often contentious, with the Easton Star-Democrat at odds with the “big city” publications. This antagonistic journalistic jousting often became its own story, so that time and again, the reporting of the Fountain case was almost an afterthought. Some newspaper articles became tools for indignant tirades, name-calling, and threats of legal action.


  Isaiah Fountain became a media sensation. Had television, radio, the Internet, and social media been around a century ago, Isaiah Fountain would have been as well known as Monica Lewinsky, O.J. Simpson, Charles Manson, or George Floyd. His story might have been made into a major motion picture or a Netflix series. However, despite its notoriety and longevity in the media, the Fountain case eventually faded into the obscurity of Talbot County’s forgotten, but fascinating, past.


  I first learned about Isaiah Fountain when I read On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of Lynching in the Twenty-First Century by Sherrilyn Ifill. The book’s abbreviated account of Fountain took up only seven pages and—I later discovered—was incomplete. Nevertheless, Ifill’s compelling account piqued my curiosity and prompted me to learn more. I uncovered only brief references in a few local histories of Talbot County but discovered many more fascinating details in newspapers of the time. Especially helpful were the Easton Star-Democrat, the Baltimore Sun, the Baltimore Evening Sun, the Baltimore Afro-American, and the Wilmington [Delaware] News Journal. These five newspapers alone had published hundreds of articles about the Fountain case from April 1919 through November 1921 and supplied much of the detail of Isaiah Fountain’s story.


  Initially, I was confident that the court records and trial transcripts would be useful in telling Fountain’s story.2 Unfortunately, the official trial transcripts and most other legal records relating to Fountain’s court proceedings have been lost. Following Fountain’s trials, the Talbot County and Baltimore County Circuit Court trial documents were sent to the Maryland State Archives for permanent storage but were later lost or destroyed. Only some local circuit court ledger entries and some Maryland Court of Appeals records now remain. The Maryland Court of Appeals records (including briefs, motions, and some other documents) remain at the Maryland State Archives in Annapolis. These digitized records provided primary source material and some very helpful insights into the Fountain case.


  Using the surviving Court of Appeals records, brief accounts from local histories, and the reporting from the newspapers mentioned above (and others), I was able to compile facts and details about the Fountain case. Microfilm copies of the Easton Star-Democrat from the Maryland Room at the Talbot County Free Library in Easton were my source for many local details. The Star-Democrat was the closest local news source3 and probably the most in-the-know, due to its local, on-site access to the events. However, the Baltimore Sun and Baltimore Evening Sun, along with the dailies from Wilmington, Delaware, had the most complete, and probably the most factually reliable, coverage.4 The Baltimore Afro-American supplied rich and detailed coverage from the perspective of the African American community as it struggled for racial equality within the Jim Crow system.


  In the absence of the official trial transcripts, I relied on the various newspaper articles for details about witness testimonies and other happenings in court. The various different newspapers often reported different witnesses’ testimonies and attorneys’ comments, and I have attempted to weave together the various reports about the court sessions as accurately as possible.


  Many other Eastern Shore publications also reported on the Fountain case, as well as newspapers in New York, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Washington, D.C., Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, and elsewhere. Most of those papers were getting their news reports second- or third-hand, and in many instances they were simply word-for-word copies of the more on-the-scene newspapers. Other times some of the details and facts were changed and sensationalized into obviously inaccurate articles.


  In the early twentieth century, the Easton Star-Democrat was a weekly paper, published only on Saturdays, while the Baltimore and Wilmington newspapers were published daily. At times, the fast-moving events of the Fountain case outpaced the once-a-week publication schedule of the Star-Democrat. This publication delay caused some events not to be covered, as they were overtaken by newer events before the paper went to press. The Baltimore and Wilmington dailies filled this gap in the local coverage.


  The Star-Democrat (and other Eastern Shore papers) often showed strong local favoritism in their reporting of Fountain’s story.5 Like other local publications of the time, the Star-Democrat tried to portray its community, readership, and local leaders in the best possible light. In doing so, the newspaper often showed bias against the defendant and provided explanations and excuses for the behavior and actions of the local White populace, as well as some of the local government officials in the stories. The Black population of Talbot County was largely ignored in most local reporting, except when mentioned as possibly aiding Isaiah Fountain to escape or otherwise evade the authorities.


  The three Baltimore dailies often provided balance to the local perspective, but not always. These “big city” publications often showed their own biases against some of the attitudes and actions of their rural Eastern Shore cousins. Throughout the duration of the Fountain case, the competing biases of the Star-Democrat and the Baltimore papers resulted in an ongoing war of words. The cosmopolitan, “sophisticated,” more liberal Western Shore publications and the more conservative and parochial Eastern Shore papers were almost constantly at odds over how the Fountain case was reported. I have included examples of these journalistic squabbles throughout the book. In the absence of official court transcripts, I hope that my choice and interpretation of key newspaper reports presents a balanced and accurate narrative of the Isaiah Fountain case.


  Isaiah Fountain’s experiences of a century ago and the related events that occurred during the Jim Crow era may shock and surprise many readers, but they did, indeed, happen. Today, the Fountain case is unknown to most people and gets brief mention (if any) in local history books. A century ago, however, the case of Isaiah Fountain provoked outrage in Talbot County and was notorious across the Eastern Shore, throughout Maryland, and beyond. In fact, in 1919, the Easton Star-Democrat wrote: “The Fountain case is one of the most noted in the State’s annals.”6


  Endnotes


  1   Sherrilyn A. Ifill, On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of Lynching in the Twenty-First Century (Boston: Beacon Press, 2018), 9–10.


  2   The Easton Star-Democrat boasted about the very detailed and voluminous record of the case of State of Maryland v. Isaiah Fountain that had been prepared by the Talbot County deputy clerk. The article continued: “This is the first record of this kind made up in Talbot County since the early 1870s.” “Record of Fountain Case Prepared,” Easton Star-Democrat, December 20, 1919, 2. (This reference to the 1870s may be about an earlier case involving a Black man accused of raping a White girl.)


  3   The Easton Star-Democrat was then located just a few buildings east of the Talbot County Courthouse on the north side of East Dover Street (now the Prim Salon & Boutique at 9 East Dover Street).


  4   Some of the Baltimore newspapers’ articles were submitted by the Fountain defense team in their appeal to the Maryland Court of Appeals because of the reporters’ apparent eye-witness accuracy in reporting the events from Fountain’s first trial.


  5   The Easton Star-Democrat often described the White victim using diminutive terms that emphasized her frailty and helplessness, such as “little,” “little white girl,” “gentle young girl,” etc., while describing her African American assailant as “negro fiend” or “negro brute.”


  6   “Fountain to Baltimore,” Easton Star-Democrat, November 29, 1919, 1.
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CHAPTER 1


  Isaiah Fountain: 
A Jim Crow Era Black Man


  . . . we will realize more and more how fortunate 
we are in having no race questions.


  —JOSEPH B. SETH


  Villain or Victim


  For some, Isaiah Fountain was a villain and scoundrel of the worst sort; for others, he was a martyr and handy victim. This conflicting public persona existed because Fountain was accused of raping a White girl. More significantly, Fountain was also an African American, and the alleged rape occurred during the Jim Crow era in Talbot County on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. The Eastern Shore was an area where Jim Crow and racial segregation were as prevalent at the time as many places in the Deep South.1


  When Isaiah Fountain awoke on Tuesday, April 1, 1919, he surely had no idea how the day’s events would change his life forever and make his name a household word throughout Maryland and beyond. Before the day ended, Fountain would be accused of rape and become the subject of a multistate manhunt. He’d later be arrested and face lynch mobs—several times. He would be tried twice, found guilty, and sentenced. He’d escape jail and be recaptured. Finally, he’d be sentenced and punished for rape. The story of his boldness and resourcefulness, though, didn’t end with his sentencing and punishment. The final act of the Isaiah Fountain story is both remarkable and unexpected. It will leave the reader wondering about Isaiah Fountain’s guilt or innocence, and whether he was truly a villain or simply a victim of Jim Crow justice.


  Isaiah Fountain


  Isaiah Fountain lived on his family farm near the tiny Black hamlet of Williamsburg,2 situated about four miles south of Easton, Maryland, the county seat of Talbot County. Fountain was a rather successful farmer—especially for a Black man of the Jim Crow era living on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. He owned his own house and farm (probably with his father, Isaac) in the rural Trappe district of southern Talbot County. According to the Baltimore Afro-American, “Fountain owned his two-story whitewashed house with some 14 acres of fertile land on the Trappe Road, minded his own business, had money in the bank, and asked odds of nobody.” The paper added that “For these reasons he was a good person to accuse of rape.” The same article stated that Fountain wouldn’t take any “sass” from White people, and his independence and relative success did not sit well with the “lower element.”3 The Easton Star-Democrat reported that, in addition to the house and acreage, he also possessed “One mare and colt, one dark bay horse, sow and pigs, one Berkshire shoat, one wagon, one top carriage, one walking cultivator, one riding cultivator, chain harness, four sets of rope harness, two sets carriage harness; interest in wheat, peas and other crops.”4 Furthermore, Fountain had a savings account in an Easton bank.5


  By the standards of the day, Fountain was a successful and self-reliant Black man. However, as this was the Jim Crow era, his relative success and independence would have been difficult for some Whites to accept. Some of Fountain’s White neighbors likely harbored feelings of jealousy and resentment toward him.


  An article in the Baltimore Afro-American reported that Fountain was nicknamed “Bully,” had a good reputation, and was a law-abiding citizen. The newspaper stated that he had been employed by some well-off White people in the county, who spoke positively about his character and reputation.6 The Baltimore Sun, however, reported that Fountain “did not have a good reputation.”7


  Another Afro-American article noted that Fountain had an earlier brush with the law in 1917. The paper said that he was unjustly imprisoned for driving an unshod horse. A local justice of the peace sentenced him to two years in prison for cruelty to an animal. Fountain’s lawyer, however, “sued out a writ of habeas corpus,” and Fountain was ordered released from his sentence. The paper reported: “The judge, after listening to argument in the case, freed Fountain, saying that he looked like an honest, respectable man.”8


  The Afro-American stated that Fountain’s release from his sentence angered Talbot County State’s Attorney Charles J. Butler, who then maintained an ongoing interest in Fountain. Butler—the paper said—was out to “get” Fountain.9


  The 1900 Federal Census indicated that Fountain was born in March of 1890, making him twenty-nine years old in 1919.10 He was married and had two small children—a boy, Preston (six years old at that time) and a girl, Myrtle (eight years old).11 Census records show that he lived on the farm with his parents, Isaac and Fanny, and had three sisters and five brothers. A daughter-in-law named Margaret is also listed as residing in the household. However, it’s unclear if Margaret was Isaiah Fountain’s wife or the wife of one of his brothers.12 Later newspaper reports said that Fountain and his wife were experiencing some problems in their marriage. They noted that his wife no longer wanted to live on the Fountain farm in Williamsburg and wanted, instead, to return to her family in Camden, New Jersey.13


  There is some confusion about Isaiah Fountain’s education. The 1900 census showed that he attended school and could read and write.14 The Easton paper reported that he could not read.15 It’s likely that Fountain’s education fell somewhere in the middle and was incomplete. He probably attended the local Black school when his farm chores allowed and learned just enough to get by.


  No full-length photos of Fountain survive. A later police description listed him as “About 28 years old; 5 feet 7 1/2 or 8 inches in height; weight, between 170 and 175 pounds; full, round face with brown skin.”16 A front- and side-view “mug shot” photograph, taken after he was first arrested, was published in the Baltimore Sun.17 A realistic side-view drawing made during his second trial was published in the Towson Jeffersonian newspaper.18 Both sets of images show him with a prominent, full jawline and what might be described as a slight smile or even a smirk. A description of Fountain by one of his trial judges states: “he was a large man, dark, and he bore a distinguishing and striking characteristic, a peculiar facial expression, which has been described in the case as ‘a grin,’ or as ‘a funny grin,’ or as ‘a silly grin,’ but a ‘grin.’”19 This unique facial feature would be a liability to Fountain at trial.


  The Time and the Place


  Isaiah Fountain and his White and Black Talbot County neighbors were affected and shaped by the time and place in which they lived, including the physical environment, culture, attitudes, history, and legal system. To better understand the time and place of early-twentieth-century Talbot County, it’s worthwhile to note some of the important and interrelated elements that influenced the lives of all its residents. These elements were: Jim Crow laws, the “Lost Cause” in Talbot County, and the culture of lynching.


  Jim Crow Laws
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