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			 Über Mithu Sanyal

		
	
		 
		
					Dr. Mithu M. Sanyal, Schriftstellerin, Kulturwissenschaftlerin und Journalistin, für WDR, Deutschlandfunk, SWR, SPIEGEL, Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, The Guardian, Süddeutsche Zeitung, Frankfurter Allgemeine, ZEIT, taz, Missy Magazine etc.

					Sachbücher u. a. »Vulva« (Wagenbach), »Vergewaltigung. Aspekte eines Verbrechens« (Nautilus), das mit dem Preis Geisteswissenschaften International ausgezeichnet wurde.

					Ihr Debütroman »Identitti« (Hanser) wurde mit dem Ernst-Bloch-Preis und dem Literaturpreis Ruhr ausgezeichnet und stand auf der Shortlist des Deutschen Buchpreises.

				

		
		
	 
		
		
			zur Kurzübersicht
		
		  
		
			Über dieses Buch

		
		
					Wie ein Sturm ist das Werk Emily Brontës in das Leben von Mithu Sanyal hineingefegt. Die erste Lektüre des Romans »Sturmhöhe: Wuthering Heights« hatte für die Autorin von »Identitti« lebensprägende, lebensverändernde Kraft.

					Mithu Sanyal hat ein mitreißendes Buch über das Leben und Schreiben der weltberühmten englischen Autorin geschrieben, der man zu Lebzeiten mangelnde Weiblichkeit vorwarf und deren Buch als gefährlich galt. Für Sanyal, Tochter einer polnischen Mutter und eines indischen Vaters, war und ist »Sturmhöhe« ein Buch, in dem sie die eigene Fremdheitserfahrung wiederfand, ein Buch, das ihr in ungefähr allen wichtigen Lebensmomenten irgendwie weiterhalf und sie immer begleitet. Beim Sex, beim langweiligsten Urlaub der Welt, bei angeheirateten englischen Verwandten, die sich nach dem Empire zurücksehnen, und bei der Planung der Revolution. Denn darum geht es vor allem in diesem Buch: um das Wunder, wie ein mehr als 170 Jahre alter Roman auf alle wesentlichen Fragen von heute zu Gender, Race, Class und Geistern klare, aktuelle, zukunftsweisende Antworten hat.
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					Vorwort

				
					Es war eines von diesen Videogesprächen, wie wir sie in Pandemiezeiten so viele führten, und wir sprachen über ein Leben der Möglichkeiten, das sich bietet, wenn Identitäten sich auflösen und wir alle freier sind, in der Zukunft. Wir sprachen also über »Identitti«, Mithu Sanyals augen- und weltöffnenden Roman, und dann auch über das Aufwachsen mit Büchern. Welche Bücher sie, Mithu Sanyal, groß gemacht haben, groß, selbstbewusst und zu der Autorin, die sie heute ist. Mit einem Lachen wischte sie den sogenannten deutschen Literaturkanon beiseite, Günter Grass, ja, ein wahnsinnig netter Mann, wirklich. Aber für sie, Mithu Sanyal, Enkelin von aus Polen eingewanderten Großeltern, Tochter eines aus Indien eingewanderten Vaters, seien seine Bücher und der ganze jüngere deutsche Kanon innerlich lange bedeutungslos gewesen. »Es hatte einfach nichts mit mir zu tun.«

					Und wie sie dann erzählte, von den Büchern, die sie geprägt, erweckt, in einem tiefen, wahrhaftigen Sinne selbst-bewusst gemacht haben, da war in mir der bislang nur schemenhaft bestehende Wunsch, eine Bibliothek der »Bücher des Lebens« zu beginnen, zu einem festen Willen geworden.

					So fing das an. Und wenn ich mir in diesem Moment ein solches Lebensbuch erträumt hätte, dann wäre es ungefähr genauso gewesen, wie das, was hier vor Ihnen liegt: die Geschichte, wie sich ein Roman, wie sich ein paar vor mehr als 170 Jahren geschriebene Seiten in Leben verwandelt haben. Wie sie ein Leben von heute geprägt haben. Ein Leben und ein Schreiben. Wenn wir Mithu Sanyal über Emily Brontë lesen, dann lesen wir auch eine intime, eine persönliche, eine politische, eine literarische Autobiographie der Autorin Mithu Sanyal. Nichts, so scheint es, hat das Leben der Romanfiguren Heathcliff und Cathy, nichts hat das Leben der Brontë-Sisters aus dem England des vorletzten Jahrhunderts mit Mithu Sanyal von heute, mit dem Leben ihrer indischen Vorfahren, mit dem Leben ihrer Mutter, mit Mithu Sanyals Sex mit Marcus und Matti zu tun. Könnte man denken. Nichts mit Gender-Debatten von heute, Rassismus-Debatten und der Erfahrung von Rassismus von heute. Dem Leben als mixed-race Mädchen von Mithu Sanyal. Nichts? Wirklich nichts? Oder in Wahrheit: Alles?

					»Bücher sind eines dieser Medien«, schreibt Mithu Sanyal in diesem Buch, »die sich auflösen, wenn wir sie lesen, wir sehen nicht die Buchstaben, sondern die Welt dahinter, als wären die Seiten ein Portal, durch das wir hindurchtreten.«

					Willkommen in der Welt hinter dem Portal. Willkommen in der Welt von Mithu Sanyal und Emily Brontë.

					 

					Volker Weidermann

				

					»eines der abstoßendsten Bücher, die wir je gelesen haben«

					Eclectic Review, Februar 1851 

				

					»lohnt sich zu vermeiden«

					Peter Bayne, Essays in Biographical Criticism, 1857 

				

					»Wuthering Heights macht zu viel Lärm und nicht genug Sinn.«

					Kathryn Hughes, The Guardian, 21.7.2018 

				

					»Es ist schleierhaft, wie ein Mensch es bewerkstelligen konnte, ein solches Buch zu schreiben, ohne nach einem Dutzend Kapiteln Selbstmord zu begehen.«

					Graham’s Lady’s Magazine, Juli 1848 

				

					»Ich wünschte, meine Cousine hätte ›Wuthering Heights‹ nie geschrieben.«

					Eliza Jane Kingston, 1860 

				

					»Lest ›Jane Eyre‹ … aber verbrennt ›Wuthering Heights‹«

					Patterson’s Magazine, März 1848 

				

					»Der einzige Trost, den wir haben, ist, dass das Buch niemals breit gelesen werden wird.«

					James Lorimer, North British Review, 1847 

				

					»Bei dem Buch hat man das Gefühl, man würde sich in Gefahr begeben, wenn man es nur aufschlägt.«[1]
Helen Oyeyemi

					Warum

				Ja klar begann auch für mich alles mit Kate Bush. Ich war 15, und während ich mit meinem damaligen Freund schlief, lief auf seinem Plattenspieler »Wuthering Heights«. Out on the wily, windy moors, sang Kate mit dieser hohen, unheimlichen Stimme – zu eindringlich, um schön zu sein, zu … otherworldly – über Geister, die durchs Fenster hineinkommen, hungrige Seelen, Eifersucht und Besitzansprüche: I hated you, loved you, too. 
Der Sex war super, die Beziehung … nicht so sehr. I hated you, loved you, too, sprach mir aus der Seele. Also ging ich nach der nächsten Unterrichtsstunde zu meiner Englischlehrerin und fragte sie, wer »Wuthering Heights« geschrieben hatte. Sie sah mich so lange prüfend an, bis ich mir sicher war, es wäre ein Gerücht, dass der Song auf einem Buch basiert.
Dann sagte sie: »Ich glaube, Charlotte Brontë.«
Ich würde gerne schreiben, dass ich daraufhin in die Bücherei ging und herausfand, dass nicht Charlotte, sondern ihre Schwester Emily den Roman geschrieben hatte. Bloß kannte ich die Kulturleistung Zentralbibliothek damals noch nicht, nur die Pfarrbibliothek und da gab es »Wuthering Heights« nicht.
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          do not modify the License. You may add Your own attribution
          notices within Derivative Works that You distribute, alongside
          or as an addendum to the NOTICE text from the Work, provided
          that such additional attribution notices cannot be construed
          as modifying the License.

      You may add Your own copyright statement to Your modifications and
      may provide additional or different license terms and conditions
      for use, reproduction, or distribution of Your modifications, or
      for any such Derivative Works as a whole, provided Your use,
      reproduction, and distribution of the Work otherwise complies with
      the conditions stated in this License.

   5. Submission of Contributions. Unless You explicitly state otherwise,
      any Contribution intentionally submitted for inclusion in the Work
      by You to the Licensor shall be under the terms and conditions of
      this License, without any additional terms or conditions.
      Notwithstanding the above, nothing herein shall supersede or modify
      the terms of any separate license agreement you may have executed
      with Licensor regarding such Contributions.

   6. Trademarks. This License does not grant permission to use the trade
      names, trademarks, service marks, or product names of the Licensor,
      except as required for reasonable and customary use in describing the
      origin of the Work and reproducing the content of the NOTICE file.

   7. Disclaimer of Warranty. Unless required by applicable law or
      agreed to in writing, Licensor provides the Work (and each
      Contributor provides its Contributions) on an "AS IS" BASIS,
      WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or
      implied, including, without limitation, any warranties or conditions
      of TITLE, NON-INFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY, or FITNESS FOR A
      PARTICULAR PURPOSE. You are solely responsible for determining the
      appropriateness of using or redistributing the Work and assume any
      risks associated with Your exercise of permissions under this License.

   8. Limitation of Liability. In no event and under no legal theory,
      whether in tort (including negligence), contract, or otherwise,
      unless required by applicable law (such as deliberate and grossly
      negligent acts) or agreed to in writing, shall any Contributor be
      liable to You for damages, including any direct, indirect, special,
      incidental, or consequential damages of any character arising as a
      result of this License or out of the use or inability to use the
      Work (including but not limited to damages for loss of goodwill,
      work stoppage, computer failure or malfunction, or any and all
      other commercial damages or losses), even if such Contributor
      has been advised of the possibility of such damages.

   9. Accepting Warranty or Additional Liability. While redistributing
      the Work or Derivative Works thereof, You may choose to offer,
      and charge a fee for, acceptance of support, warranty, indemnity,
      or other liability obligations and/or rights consistent with this
      License. However, in accepting such obligations, You may act only
      on Your own behalf and on Your sole responsibility, not on behalf
      of any other Contributor, and only if You agree to indemnify,
      defend, and hold each Contributor harmless for any liability
      incurred by, or claims asserted against, such Contributor by reason
      of your accepting any such warranty or additional liability.

   END OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

   APPENDIX: How to apply the Apache License to your work.

      To apply the Apache License to your work, attach the following
      boilerplate notice, with the fields enclosed by brackets "[]"
      replaced with your own identifying information. (Don't include
      the brackets!)  The text should be enclosed in the appropriate
      comment syntax for the file format. We also recommend that a
      file or class name and description of purpose be included on the
      same "printed page" as the copyright notice for easier
      identification within third-party archives.

   Copyright [yyyy] [name of copyright owner]

   Licensed under the Apache License, Version 2.0 (the "License");
   you may not use this file except in compliance with the License.
   You may obtain a copy of the License at

       http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0

   Unless required by applicable law or agreed to in writing, software
   distributed under the License is distributed on an "AS IS" BASIS,
   WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or implied.
   See the License for the specific language governing permissions and
   limitations under the License.
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This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.



Fonts are (c) Bitstream (see below). DejaVu changes are in public domain.
Glyphs imported from Arev fonts are (c) Tavmjong Bah (see below)


Bitstream Vera Fonts Copyright
------------------------------

Copyright (c) 2003 by Bitstream, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Bitstream Vera is
a trademark of Bitstream, Inc.

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy
of the fonts accompanying this license ("Fonts") and associated
documentation files (the "Font Software"), to reproduce and distribute the
Font Software, including without limitation the rights to use, copy, merge,
publish, distribute, and/or sell copies of the Font Software, and to permit
persons to whom the Font Software is furnished to do so, subject to the
following conditions:

The above copyright and trademark notices and this permission notice shall
be included in all copies of one or more of the Font Software typefaces.

The Font Software may be modified, altered, or added to, and in particular
the designs of glyphs or characters in the Fonts may be modified and
additional glyphs or characters may be added to the Fonts, only if the fonts
are renamed to names not containing either the words "Bitstream" or the word
"Vera".

This License becomes null and void to the extent applicable to Fonts or Font
Software that has been modified and is distributed under the "Bitstream
Vera" names.

The Font Software may be sold as part of a larger software package but no
copy of one or more of the Font Software typefaces may be sold by itself.

THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS
OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY,
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT,
TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL BITSTREAM OR THE GNOME
FOUNDATION BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, INCLUDING
ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES,
WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM, OUT OF
THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM OTHER DEALINGS IN THE
FONT SOFTWARE.

Except as contained in this notice, the names of Gnome, the Gnome
Foundation, and Bitstream Inc., shall not be used in advertising or
otherwise to promote the sale, use or other dealings in this Font Software
without prior written authorization from the Gnome Foundation or Bitstream
Inc., respectively. For further information, contact: fonts at gnome dot
org.

Arev Fonts Copyright
------------------------------

Copyright (c) 2006 by Tavmjong Bah. All Rights Reserved.

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the fonts accompanying this license ("Fonts") and
associated documentation files (the "Font Software"), to reproduce
and distribute the modifications to the Bitstream Vera Font Software,
including without limitation the rights to use, copy, merge, publish,
distribute, and/or sell copies of the Font Software, and to permit
persons to whom the Font Software is furnished to do so, subject to
the following conditions:

The above copyright and trademark notices and this permission notice
shall be included in all copies of one or more of the Font Software
typefaces.

The Font Software may be modified, altered, or added to, and in
particular the designs of glyphs or characters in the Fonts may be
modified and additional glyphs or characters may be added to the
Fonts, only if the fonts are renamed to names not containing either
the words "Tavmjong Bah" or the word "Arev".

This License becomes null and void to the extent applicable to Fonts
or Font Software that has been modified and is distributed under the 
"Tavmjong Bah Arev" names.

The Font Software may be sold as part of a larger software package but
no copy of one or more of the Font Software typefaces may be sold by
itself.

THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL
TAVMJONG BAH BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.

Except as contained in this notice, the name of Tavmjong Bah shall not
be used in advertising or otherwise to promote the sale, use or other
dealings in this Font Software without prior written authorization
from Tavmjong Bah. For further information, contact: tavmjong @ free
. fr.

TeX Gyre DJV Math
-----------------
Fonts are (c) Bitstream (see below). DejaVu changes are in public domain.

Math extensions done by B. Jackowski, P. Strzelczyk and P. Pianowski
(on behalf of TeX users groups) are in public domain.

Letters imported from Euler Fraktur from AMSfonts are (c) American
Mathematical Society (see below).
Bitstream Vera Fonts Copyright
Copyright (c) 2003 by Bitstream, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Bitstream Vera
is a trademark of Bitstream, Inc.

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy
of the fonts accompanying this license (“Fonts”) and associated
documentation
files (the “Font Software”), to reproduce and distribute the Font Software,
including without limitation the rights to use, copy, merge, publish,
distribute,
and/or sell copies of the Font Software, and to permit persons  to whom
the Font Software is furnished to do so, subject to the following
conditions:

The above copyright and trademark notices and this permission notice
shall be
included in all copies of one or more of the Font Software typefaces.

The Font Software may be modified, altered, or added to, and in particular
the designs of glyphs or characters in the Fonts may be modified and
additional
glyphs or characters may be added to the Fonts, only if the fonts are
renamed
to names not containing either the words “Bitstream” or the word “Vera”.

This License becomes null and void to the extent applicable to Fonts or
Font Software
that has been modified and is distributed under the “Bitstream Vera”
names.

The Font Software may be sold as part of a larger software package but
no copy
of one or more of the Font Software typefaces may be sold by itself.

THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED “AS IS”, WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS
OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY,
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT,
TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL BITSTREAM OR THE GNOME
FOUNDATION
BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, INCLUDING ANY GENERAL,
SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN
ACTION
OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR
INABILITY TO USE
THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.
Except as contained in this notice, the names of GNOME, the GNOME
Foundation,
and Bitstream Inc., shall not be used in advertising or otherwise to promote
the sale, use or other dealings in this Font Software without prior written
authorization from the GNOME Foundation or Bitstream Inc., respectively.
For further information, contact: fonts at gnome dot org.

AMSFonts (v. 2.2) copyright

The PostScript Type 1 implementation of the AMSFonts produced by and
previously distributed by Blue Sky Research and Y&Y, Inc. are now freely
available for general use. This has been accomplished through the
cooperation
of a consortium of scientific publishers with Blue Sky Research and Y&Y.
Members of this consortium include:

Elsevier Science IBM Corporation Society for Industrial and Applied
Mathematics (SIAM) Springer-Verlag American Mathematical Society (AMS)

In order to assure the authenticity of these fonts, copyright will be
held by
the American Mathematical Society. This is not meant to restrict in any way
the legitimate use of the fonts, such as (but not limited to) electronic
distribution of documents containing these fonts, inclusion of these fonts
into other public domain or commercial font collections or computer
applications, use of the outline data to create derivative fonts and/or
faces, etc. However, the AMS does require that the AMS copyright notice be
removed from any derivative versions of the fonts which have been altered in
any way. In addition, to ensure the fidelity of TeX documents using Computer
Modern fonts, Professor Donald Knuth, creator of the Computer Modern faces,
has requested that any alterations which yield different font metrics be
given a different name.

$Id$





