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	Charles River Editors provides superior editing and original writing services across the digital publishing industry, with the expertise to create digital content for publishers across a vast range of subject matter. In addition to providing original digital content for third party publishers, we also republish civilization’s greatest literary works, bringing them to new generations of readers via ebooks. 

	 


Introduction
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	An 1864 photo of Lincoln with his son Tad

	Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865) is one of the most famous Americans in history and one of the country’s most revered presidents. Schoolchildren can recite the life story of Lincoln, the “Westerner” who educated himself and became a self made man, rising from lawyer to leader of the new Republican Party before becoming the 16th President of the United States. Lincoln successfully navigated the Union through the Civil War but didn’t live to witness his crowning achievement, becoming the first president assassinated when he was shot at Ford’s Theater by John Wilkes Booth on April 14, 1865. 

	In the generation after the Civil War, Lincoln became an American deity and one of the most written about men in history. With such a sterling reputation, even historians hesitate to write a critical word; in Team of Rivals Doris Kearns Goodwin casts Lincoln as an almost superhuman puppet master in control of his Cabinet’s political machinations and the war’s direction, juggling the balancing act flawlessly. As a result, Lincoln the man is far less known than Lincoln the myth. 

	Part of that is because Lincoln was the first president to be assassinated. Until April 14, 1865, John Wilkes Booth was one of the most famous actors of his time, and President Lincoln had even watched him perform. But his most significant performance at a theater did not take place on the stage. That night, Booth became one of history’s most infamous assassins when he assassinated President Lincoln at Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C.

	Booth was a member of the prominent 19th century Booth theatrical family from Maryland and, by the 1860s, was a well-known actor. But he was also a Confederate sympathizer who dabbled in espionage, and he was increasingly outraged at the Lincoln Administration. Although Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia had surrendered days earlier, Booth believed the war was not yet over because Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston's army was still fighting the Union Army, so he and his group of conspirators plotted to kill Lincoln and other top officials in a bid to decapitate the federal government and help the South.

	Perhaps not surprisingly, the actor’s flair for the dramatic came at a cost to the plot. It took almost no time for the shocked public and the federal government to begin unraveling Booth’s conspiracy, which had mostly faltered from the beginning. Following the shooting, America’s most famous manhunt commenced, which itself became the stuff of legends. After the shooting, during which it is believed he broke his leg, Booth fled south on horseback, with authorities hot on his tail. 12 days later, while he was at a farm in rural northern Virginia, Booth was tracked down and shot by Boston Corbett, a Union soldier who acted against orders. Eight others were tried for their alleged involvement in the plot and convicted, and four were hanged shortly thereafter as a result of some of the nation’s most famous trials.

	The Life and Death of Abraham Lincoln: The Political Career and Shocking Assassination of the Sixteenth President chronicles the president’s life, and the assassinations that rocked the country. Along with pictures and a bibliography, you will learn about Lincoln’s life and death like never before.
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Abraham Lincoln’s Life

	Unlike most Presidential legends, those surrounding Abraham Lincoln's birth are true: Abraham Lincoln was, indeed, born in a log cabin in Kentucky on February 12th, 1809.  

	That's where the truth of Lincoln mythology ends, however.  Contrary to popular belief, Lincoln was not born into the near-destitute poverty many allege he was.  His father was a carpenter who provided a modest life for his family.  His mother, however, was illiterate and signed her marriage certificate with an X.

	The Lincolns had two children, Abraham and his sister Sarah, but a third child died shortly after birth in their Kentucky cabin.  The devoutly Baptist Nancy Hanks Lincoln explained the death of her child as a a design of Providence.  This type of fatalist rhetoric was typical of Mrs. Lincoln, and her son would exhibit fatalistic tendencies throughout his own life.

	Religion was an important early influence on young Lincoln.  Though Thomas Lincoln, Abraham's father, was from a family of small slaveholders, he and his wife brought their family to an anti-slavery Baptist church.  That group had left the mainstream Baptist church over its opposition to human bondage.  The Lincoln household in which Abraham grew up never owned slaves, despite living in the slaveholding territory of Kentucky.

	In 1816, the family moved to Indiana, a free state.  Arriving in winter, the family lacked the time and resources to build a proper cabin, so this short period of Lincoln's life was lived out in an open shelter. When the young Lincoln was only nine years old, his mother died.  Less than a year later, Thomas remarried a woman named Sarah “Sally” Bush Johnston, whom Abraham admired.
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