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CHAPTER 1

DISASTER DAY
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It was a disaster! It was a catastrophe! It was the worst thing that had ever happened at the school!

Mr Spyros, the PE teacher, had lost the key to the sports equipment shed! So not only would there be no sports equipment available for lunchtime, but instead of sports in the afternoon the whole class would have to do maths instead!

Daniel Lee and his two best friends, Max Kovac and Natalie Patel, stood at their usual place under the big gum tree, and watched all the other boys and girls in Year 6 racking their brains trying to find a solution to the problem.

He knew that some of the boys had suggested breaking into the shed — but it was actually a big shipping container sitting beside the oval, and there was just no way to break into it. Even the lock was enormous. The size and weight of a shotput.

He also knew that a group of girls had gone to the principal, Mrs Barnard (known affectionately as the The Barnyard!) and asked if she would get a locksmith to come to the school. But she had said that the school budget was tight and they would need to hold a cake stall to pay for a locksmith.

Mr Spyros normally kept the key to the sports shed on a string around his neck. But the string had broken at some time in the day and the key was lost. Like really lost.

Now, you might think that surely there would be a spare key somewhere in the school, like maybe at the front office, right? Well, yes, except that Mr Spyros had already lost the original key last term, and he had been wearing the spare key around his neck.

Bryan Banger, one of the cleverest boys in the school, suggested they get a metal detector to scour the oval for the key. And that might have worked, had not Mr Pianelli the groundskeeper just driven his big ride-on lawnmower over the oval.

He often mangled old lunchboxes and lone shoes and whatever else was left lying on the oval. But today he found something else.

Daniel saw Mr Pianelli come up to Mr Spyros and say solemnly, ‘I have some good news and some bad news.’

‘I really need some good news,’ said Mr Spyros.
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