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			Foreword

			•

			The Henry Bagwell Story is an honest and thorough investigation of the life and times of a significant individual in the history of early America. Although Henry Bagwell’s name is not a household word, it deserves a place in the story of our seventeenth-century origins. He was a survivor in the early Chesapeake Bay region at a time when hundreds were dying soon after their arrival in the New World. Not only did he live through a very important time in the development of the Virginia colony, he was an active participant. As first clerk of the court of “ye Kingdom of Accawamacke” on the Eastern Shore, he was instrumental in writing the history of his time. He had the opportunity and obligation to record the events which were at the very core of the early Virginia settlement. These records are the oldest continuous records in English-speaking America, and even yet, they have not been mined as thoroughly as they should be to inform the history of the period. Secondly, as a member of the House of Burgesses meeting in Jamestown, he witnessed, and participated in, the contentious discussion around some of the pivotal acts that led to representative government in America.

			M.A. Rice has admirably succeeded in letting the records speak for themselves, leaving out the twenty-first century prejudices that all-too-frequently plague histories written today. She has neither tried to glorify nor vilify Bagwell. Rather, she has gleaned from the extant record the story of an individual who helped to build America. This story could be—and should be—replicated many times to bring to life other early settlers and their contributions in constructing this New World settlement in the Chesapeake. She has also delved into the English background of Bagwell, showing how over several generations the Bagwell family became a productive part of England’s way of life. This is local history at its best—told in a straightforward way. Hopefully this monograph will spawn similar efforts, which, building-block-like, will lead to a more complete depiction of Virginia’s early settlement period. Each person who came to the Chesapeake in 1607 played a role that needs to be examined. As more and more of these mini-histories are recounted, a more complete and accurate understanding of early American will emerge.

			As a student of the colonial Chesapeake, I have long hoped that historians would pull from the records those individual stories, each of which tells an important part about the origins and development of our country. History is the story of people and their undertakings, their hopes and aspirations. Rice has followed the suggestion of historian James Perry, whose Formation of a Society on Virginia’s Eastern Shore, 1615–1655, shows how original sources can further our understanding of a period. Bagwell’s life is one of these stories—consisting of wide-ranging seventeenth-century political and legal enactments, economic growth and transformation, diverse social interactions, and religious life in a frontier society, separated by thousands of miles from the mother country and its institutions. Through this, we come to see a man and the society of which he was a productive part. I commend Ms. Rice for her diligent and thorough research in creating a readable and accurate account.

			Rice has traced Bagwell’s life from his English origins in the south western county of Devon through his immigration to Jamestown, fraught with many difficulties on the transatlantic voyage, to his early years in Virginia and his eventual settling on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. She has given us a broad panorama as well as the close-up picture of a family and its trials and triumphs during the first decades of settlement in Virginia. Although Rice started this project as a family history, it has turned into much more than just a genealogical record. Bagwell and members of his family are described in as much detail as the surviving legal, land, probate, vital, and religious records will allow. Researchers of Eastern Shore history and its people will find this a worthwhile read. I suspect Henry Bagwell, if he had had the opportunity to read this work, would recognize himself in the political, economic, and social interactions of the time.

			G. Ray Thompson, PhD

			Professor of History Emeritus
Co-Founder, Nabb Research Center for Delmarva History and
Culture
Salisbury University

		

	
		
			Introduction

			•

			This unprecedented flow of colonists and adventurers included prominent individuals whose names made their way into the colony’s official records. However, the majority — the ordinary men, women, and children, whose efforts enabled the colony to become viable — simply escaped notice. As a result, 400 years later we still yearn to know about Virginia’s earliest settlers.

			Martha McCartney, Virginia Immigrants and Adventurers1

			The first clerk of the Accomack Plantation in Virginia, according to extant records, was Henry Bagwell, who continued to serve in that capacity for several years after the Plantation was made a county. But “Little is known about his life prior to arrival in Accomack,”2 according to Susie M. Ames, founder and second president of the Eastern Shore Historical Association.

			My aim in this book is to provide evidence of Henry Bagwell’s life from the city of his birth, in Exeter, Devon, in the South West of England, to the Eastern Shore of Virginia, where he settled and made a life with his family.

			I wish to celebrate the life of a remarkable man.

			Henry Bagwell was born in Devon in 1589, the second son of David Bagwell, merchant of Exeter, and the grandson of Thomas Chappell, merchant, alderman, and mayor of Exeter in 1588.

			Henry was one of those earliest settlers who chose to leave England and seek the opportunities of a new life in the New World. Many of those who made the same choice as Henry were lost on the long sea voyages across the Atlantic, or died of hunger and disease during the first years of living in a new and challenging environment. The early governors are well known—the men appointed by the Virginia Company of London to govern the new colony. Others who made an impact on events are also recorded. These include John Rolfe, who married Pocahontas, daughter of the local Native American leader Powhatan, and who also discovered the strain of tobacco that gave the colony a successful export crop and financial security; and Sir George Yeardley, who led the convening of the first Assembly in Jamestown in 1619.

			Another well-documented event was the sailing of the Third Supply, a fleet of ships led by the Sea Venture, commissioned by the Virginia Company of London in 1609 to take urgent supplies and more colonists to rescue Jamestown, England’s first permanent colony in the New World. Henry Bagwell was one of the passengers on the Sea Venture, which became separated from the fleet in a huge storm and was wrecked on the island of Bermuda. The passengers survived for nine months and built two smaller pinnaces, the Patience and Deliverance, in which they continued their voyage, finally reaching Virginia in May 1610.

			Henry is one of those ordinary men who survived and went on to own land in one of the new settlements; he survived the early years of the colony and became a planter, a burgess, and clerk of the first County Court of Northampton, a vestryman, and tobacco inspector, and was nominated for the role of sheriff.

			We follow in his footsteps as he leaves his home city of Exeter to travel to Virginia’s Eastern Shore. He made a successful transition from the Old World to the New.

			This is one man’s personal story of adventure, who survived, succeeded, and played a small part in the history of Virginia; a family man whose life and those of his children can be traced in the old records of Virginia which, with other records, have provided evidence of the life and times of one pioneer family.

			Henry did not leave a will and the place of his burial has still not been found.

			He left land and property to his two sons, John and Thomas Bagwell, which was witnessed in the court records of Accomack-Northampton. John and Thomas, in turn, were able to pass the land on to the next generation and this was verified in their wills.

			Henry’s sons and daughters married into the other pioneer families of the Eastern Shore and many of his descendants remain on the Eastern Shore, while others migrated to different areas of the United States.

			Henry’s story emerged in Devon while I was researching my family history. My uncle left me a hand-drawn family tree tracing our line back to Thomas Chappell, and he was my starting point. Thomas and his wife Thomazine were married in 1565, and had ten children: John, born in 1566, Johane in 1568, William in 1569, Nicholas in 1571, and six others. Johane married David Bagwell in 1586 and was the mother of Henry Bagwell and six other children. Her younger brother, Nicholas Chappell, was my ancestor. Consequently, Henry Bagwell must be accounted a relative of mine.

			More than four centuries later, I have undergone my own voyage of discovery, tracing his footsteps across the Atlantic from Devon to the Eastern Shore of Virginia.

			Margaret A. Rice

			

			
				
					1	McCartney, Martha W., Virginia Immigrants and Adventurers, 1607–1635 (Baltimore, Genealogical Publishing Company, 2007), p. 9.

				

				
					2	Ames, Susie M., County Court Records of Accomack-Northampton, 1632–1640 (Washington, The American Historical Association, 1954), Introduction, p. xv.
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			 Chapter 1

			Henry Bagwell’s Origins in Devon

			•

			Henry Bagwell was born in October 1589 in the city of Exeter, the cultural and industrial center of the county of Devon in the South West of England, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I.
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					Figure 1.1 St.Petrock’s Church. Courtesy of Russ Liley, Freeline Graphics, Exeter.

				

			

			Henry’s father was David Bagwell who, in 1585, had become an apprentice to Thomas Chappell, a rich merchant, alderman, and mayor of Exeter. His mother was Johane Chappell, the eldest daughter of Thomas and Thomazine Chappell. She was one of ten children born to Thomas and Thomazine in the city and christened in the ancient church of St. Petrock (see Figure 1.1) in the parish of St. Petrock,1 one of sixteen parish churches within the enclosure of the walled city of Exeter. The city’s significant features included a castle built by William the Conqueror, a Bishop’s Palace, an ancient Guildhall on the High Street, the Cathedral of St. Peter with its west front of carved medieval statues, a ship canal built in 1566, and many houses of the rich and successful merchants of the city.

			As a result of his marriage to Johane Chappell, David moved into the circle of one of the leading merchant families of Tudor Exeter. He was admitted to the Liberties of the city and made a freeman in 1585. This enabled him to set up in business in his own right as merchant and apprentice to Thomas Chappell, which was confirmed in the court records of November 1585–1586.2

			Thomas and his brother William were members of a vibrant merchant community with new guilds emerging to support and protect the rights of merchants. Exeter was at the very center of the trade in wool, its merchants made rich by the trading opportunities with France and Spain. The cloth merchants had acquired a chapel in 1471, which they altered to create Tuckers Hall, where the Guild of  Weavers, Tuckers and Shearmen met to regulate the growing business of the cloth trade. In 1564 they had been granted a coat of arms which showed a weaver’s shuttle, burling irons, a teasel frame, and a pair of shears.

			Another strong guild in Exeter was the Society of Merchant Adventurers, which had been established in 1560 and supported the merchants who bought and sold cloth in France, Spain, and other areas in Europe. William Chappell, the older brother of  Thomas, was one of the first members of this society.

			Exeter also had a strong civic organization with control vested in a group of men known as the Twenty-four, who elected the mayor and other officials from their number and were agents of the Crown. William and Thomas Chappell were aldermen, members, and governors of the guilds, and both held the powerful role of mayor, William in 1569 and 1579, and Thomas in 1588.3 Thomas was also a churchwarden at St. Petrock’s Church in 1574, governor of the Merchant Adventurers in 1585, and sheriff in 1586.

			David Bagwell was part of this family and, as the son-in-law of Thomas Chappell, would have been able to take advantage of their links with other merchant families and the civic authorities.
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						1.2 Johane Chappell’s record of birth. Dymond’s Notebooks, Chapple Family files. SWHT.

					

				

			

			In 1586 David and Johane were living in the parish of St. Petrock, most probably in the home of the Chappell family. David’s tax assessment in 1586 indicated that he contributed £4 4s. in goods to the Subsidy.4 When Thomas Chappell died in 1589 his house was described in an inventory of his estate.5 It was a large house with three floors, a cellar, a shop and warehouse, a counting house, a barn with wheat, rye, and beans, and large enough to accommodate some pigs, sheep, and two horses. The rooms were filled with fine furniture with wall hangings, curtains for the windows, feather beds, and curtains for the beds. There were cupboards where his gilt tankards, bowls, salt pots, and silver spoons could be stored.

			The first three children of David and Johane were christened in St. Petrock’s Church: William on 23 July 1587, Priscilla on 27 September 1588, and Henry on 29 October 1589.6

			At some point the family moved to the parish of St. Mary Arches, and there is a record that David paid taxes of £6 in goods to the Subsidy of 1593/5.7 Four more children were christened in St. Mary Arches Church: John in 1592, Andrew in 1593, Elizabeth in 1596, and Davy in 1597.8

			Early deaths and the Orphan’s Court

			Thomas Chappell died early, leaving a young family. Queen Elizabeth I had established Orphans’ Courts to note the assets of children under 21 years of age who had been orphaned by the early death of a rich father. The court authorized inventories to be taken by assessors who recorded in great detail the contents of the houses, properties, and leases, with a value attached to each item within their houses. Exeter’s first chamberlain, John Hooker, was responsible for recording the decisions of the Exeter Orphans’ Court, which were set down in one of his Act Books.9 Thomas Chappell also left an individual will.
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						1.3 David Bagwell’s death record. St. Olave’s Church records, SWHT.

					

				

			

			When Thomas died in 1589, he left a large inheritance to his family, £3,225 with £1,303 in money at his house.10 He left £150 to each of his nine youngest children who were under 21.

			His oldest daughter, Johane Bagwell, also received this amount, two silver spoons, and a silver goblet with gilt. In his will Thomas named in addition his son-in-law, David Bagwell, and their two oldest children, William and Priscilla:

			I remite to Dauid Bagwell my sonn-in-law Twenty pondes of lawful money of Englande wch he oweth me. Geue vnto the forsoad Daiuid Bagwills Children called William and Presylla and to euely of them. The some of three [pounds].11

			William and Henry Bagwell, as sons of a successful merchant of Exeter, would have attended the High School, the only grammar school in the city,12 whose students usually went on to be apprentices for seven years with a master. William and Henry would have moved into the family business as an equivalent to an apprenticeship.

			In 1603, Henry’s father died on a voyage to Brittany. The records of St. Olave’s Church stated: “Bagwell, David, Mrchaunte, Dyed beyond the seas and buried 1603.”13 It was noted that he died in St. Malo, Brittany.14
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						1.4 David Bagwell, a page from the inventory. Courtesy of Exeter City Council.

					

				

			

			David’s inventory for the Orphans’ Court has provided an accurate description of the house where Henry Bagwell spent his early years.15

			There is a description of the merchandise in his shop and warehouse and evidence of his father’s trading activities. Henry may have worked with him in the family shop, or in the warehouse or may have travelled with him on trading visits to France.

			Henry’s first home

			According to the description detailed for the Orphans’ Court, the house had a hall, the main room of the house, where the family would have met to eat their food; it had a table, one large chair, eight lower stools, and three low chairs. There was a chest, cupboard, and a table inscribed with figures from the story of Troy.
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						Figure 1.5 A Tudor house in Exeter. By John Olney, courtesy of Maria Olney.
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