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A collection of simple poems written between 1990 to 2004, translated from Hindi poetry book ‘Kuch Kahi Kuch Ankahi Batein’ and expanded from select English poems from the book ‘Say it when You Mean it.’ 
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To Anh Chi

who showed me that “forever” indeed exists!!
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The book is a collection of 89 soulful poems that reflect on how any ordinary individual feels, processes and expresses the complex emotions while reacting to the successes and failures of relationships. The poems are presented in thirteen sections, each of which represents a specific phase of the emotional journey of one’s life, love, friendship, family, and relationships. Each poem is a memoir of the author’s experiences at various stages of personal relationships. The poems included in this volume express a range of emotions any adolescent, young adult or grown-up feels such as love & friendship; attraction & infatuations; belongingness & loneliness; togetherness & separation; rejections & acceptances; frustrations & angers; obsessions & passion; successes & failures; confusions and reflections; heart & mind and other powerful emotions. 

These poems were originally written between the year 1990 to 2004 and are published twenty-five years later in this book as a memoir to those moments. These moments, recounted through the poems in this book, stay with us forever, no matter how much we grow up in age, experience, and maturity. The book is like a time machine that would allow one to reflect back at his or her innocent times and reliving those moments again and again. 

 

Part one: THE LONER, starts off with the poems that express what it may feel like when we are lonely, when we feel the need for a companion or when we lack a sense of belongingness. 

 

Part Two: THE UNSAID EXPRESSIONS, represent the poems that convey a mix of emotions that we experience when we fall in one-sided love. 

 

Part Three: THE DREAM FACE, is a collection of poems portraying what we tend to feel, imagine, hope or think about an unseen or unknown dream face who is still in our daydreams. The face, which is yet to reveal itself and keeps us on a wait clock. 

 

Part Four: THE FIRST SIGHT, includes the expressions and reactions when we get the first sight on that ‘special person’ we have been waiting for years. At that moment, it seems the dream face has finally taken shape in physical form.

 

Part Five: THE MAGIC OF BELOVED, includes the poems expressing the magic we experience when madly in love with someone. As we know that special someone more closely, every bit of her personality appears magical and mesmerizing. 

 

Part Six: THE LOVE HAPPENED, presents the poetic expressions that signify the wonderful and pleasant changes brought in us by the sheer sense of belongingness with someone. When we fall in love, suddenly, our whole surrounding appears to have transformed in a more meaningful way. 

 

Part Seven: THE PROMISES, emulates the thoughts, expectations, and disappointments that arise out of promises we tend to make when we are in love. The promises, no matter broken or unkept, still tend to reside longer in memory.

 

Part Eight: THE DISTANCES BETWEEN, is a compilation of those poems that tells us how terrible we feel when happen to be away from our beloved ones, even if it is for a short time. Everything seems so deprived of fun and joy. All we want is togetherness as soon as we can. 

 

Part Nine: THE BROKEN HEART, is dedicated to the unfortunate heartbreaks sooner or later everyone feels in a relationship. At that stage, everything seems so gloomy, and the end of the world appears almost as soon as tomorrow. 

 

Part Ten: THE ADIEU TO LOVE, is an ugly inevitability that occurs in any relationship and is expressed through some heartfelt poems narrating the painful emotions one may pass through at such an emotional stage. 

 

Part Eleven: THE MEMORIES FOREVER, represents those poetic expressions that convey that life does not stop at one place or one person. The poems in this section narrate the stage of life when seemingly inseparable people stop existing, in reality, all of a sudden and then start living in our memories and remembrances. 

 

Part Twelve: THE GOING BACK, reminds us of a range of emotions and reactions we express toward the places we belong to, things we missed the most, the mistakes we made, friends we adored, dreams we built, failures that scared us, confusions the life brought to us. These poems remind us of the time when we wanted to run away from the present to seek a safe haven somewhere.

 

Part Thirteen: THE FOREVER, concludes the book with a soulful poem given to the author by one of the special souls in his life. The poem emphasizes the author’s philosophy that love is timeless, boundaryless and unconditional. 

 

❤❤❤❤❤


The Author
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Raman K. Attri is an international management consultant by profession and an engineer by background. He is not a poet by any standards or contexts. The writing was his childhood interest that he continued to pursue it in various forms and shapes. During early school and college years, he wrote verses and poetic pieces, which eventually became poems and other poetic expressions. He is engaged in transforming his previous artistic and writing work into published books that include poetry, paintings, portraits, letters, true short stories, and personal diaries. 

 

❤❤❤❤❤

 

 



Part 1

THE LONER
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Only My Shadow
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1999

 

Serene silence at this place

my mind is still in dismay.

Feels as if I’ve lost my peace

somewhere along the way.

 

A thirst so strange 

Springing up deep inside my heart.

Perhaps some ocean of love

left behind unnoticed on my part. 

 

The paths I chose, once so clear

now are gone so astray.

Seems somehow, without knowing

I’ve lost my own way.

 

Silhouette of someone’s image 

forever stays with me, all the days.

Feels as if my own shadow

has left behind on some days.

 

Urges a silent inner voice 

to pause and wonder for a while,

See if destinations still hold the grounds

and the journey is still worthwhile.

 

The image now turned misty

once bright as a spotless glass.

Touch and see maybe just 

morning dews on the grass. 

 

The paths once so clear

are lost beneath the meadow. 

Must be ending up on same place

 Paths many buried under the snow.

 

❤❤❤❤❤


Lonely as an Ocean
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6-8-1998

 

O! ocean! 

You're just like me.

There's something common

between you and me.


Your uncharted depths

make me ponder wholeheartedly.

Perhaps, you’re the one

who could understand me holistically.


Your surging waves 

crashing on rocky beaches 

emulates the intense desires

hidden inside my heartaches.


Why do I sense a connection, 

your heart is as lonesome as mine,

Miles and miles till horizon 

no one is yours, nor is mine.


Your occasional stillness,

just like the silence my spirit bears.

Gazing over your splashes, I relived

the moments of the foregone years.


Your restless stormy tides

on the mere sight of the moonlight, 

reminds me of my fierce desires

I harbored for someone, tonight.


Being beside you this moment 

I’m discovering myself and I felt,

I’m not the only one lonely, 

you’re with me too in that ‘hurt.’


O! ocean! 

You're just like me.

There's something unknown

that connects you and me.

 

❤❤❤❤❤


I Need a Friend
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9-Jan-1993

 

I need a friend,

Someone who would know,

In my self-doubts,

Why I’m feeling low.

I need a friend,

Who could keep hope,

Ask me no more,

What I am going to do. 

I need a friend,

Preaches me no more, 
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