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On May 26, 1828, a youth started walking Nuremberg sidewalks in tatters, barely more articulate. In a cryptic letter, which he carried with him, to the local cavalry captain, he testified that he had lived all his life in sole loneliness and had no idea about the greater world from which his small shadowed room kept him out. His name, as reported, was Kaspar Hauser.

From the start, Kaspar's story baffled and amazed all with whom he made contact. The boy did not have a notion about ordinary life—forbidden from having ordinary food, having a tough time walking on two limbs, jumping at sound and light as if both are new experiences. Who is that boy? Where did he come from? And why did some keep him in darkness from the entire world?

As Kaspar made reluctant entrance into society, his background fuelled burning speculation. Some speculated that he was a castaway boy, a founding with no parentage. Others speculated more malevolently—that he was a member of a royal bloodline, a rightful owner perhaps of the Grand Duchy of Baden, deposed in order that another might rule. That theory presupposed that as a prisoner in hidings from birth, Kaspar at some stage in life had been let out, either as a device in a disguise, as a device in a threat.

But just as Kaspar established a new existence, his story took a turn towards darkness. There had been plots on his life that suggested that somebody out there wanted him silenced. In 1833, at 21, he was stabbed in circumstances that are mysterious, more question raised about who he really was than answered. A prince? A pretender? Anything at all?
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