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      Prologue

      Archdemon Zagan had been defeated. This shocking news spread across the entire continent like wildfire. How could it not? The man responsible for defeating multiple Archdemons, the man who had over half the current Archdemons under his rule, was considered the most powerful sorcerer in history. Zagan was the law among sorcerers. Some would even say he was the arbiter of the world’s order.

      And yet, he had lost. Those who’d shared in his favor trembled. Those who’d been held in check by him shouted in joy. However, the latter were soon overwhelmed by fear because the Eldest had returned, bringing the age of terror back alongside him. It was precisely because of this fear that violence ran rampant—whether to protect the people, or out of defiance. Lawless sorcerers committed acts of brutality, while Angelic Knights were dispatched to every front to stop them.

      It was the beginning of an age of chaos. Among all this, only one was excluded from the mayhem. Now that Zagan was comatose, she was the most suited to protecting the world. Ever since she’d joined the church, she’d assumed she would never wear her robe again. However, after putting it on, the dark elf rose to her feet.

      “Are you sure about this, Nephteros?”

      “Is there any point in asking that?”

      She shared Nephy’s features except for her silver eyes and dark skin. Not too long ago, she’d finally been freed from the chains of her cruel past.

      “Big bro and Nephelia...no, sis, are in trouble,” she said, sweeping back her silver hair before turning to look up at the man next to her. “They saved me. They protected me. They showed me unconditional love without asking for anything in return.”

      She paused there and smiled faintly.

      “It’s time for me to repay them.”

      She’d been granted everything without ever giving anything back, which she was unable to stand.

      Nephelia might not like it, though...

      What Nephteros was about to do was considerably dangerous. Her kind sister wanted her to live a life free of her repulsive past and any conflict, but that now seemed impossible.

      “What about you...?” Nephteros asked, averting her eyes. “What I’m about to do is unrelated to the church’s will.”

      “A foolish question,” the man next to her said, straining a smile. “I exist only for your sake.”

      “Thank you, Richard...”

      With that, her pointy ears turned red right to their tips and quivered slightly.


      Interlude 1

      “Let’s get the facts straight,” Nephteros said. “Big bro had his heart pierced in the battle against Marchosias and lost his Sigil of the Archdemon. However, he still isn’t dead.”

      “I’m not sure you can really describe his current situation as being alive, though,” Richard commented.
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