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			To my mother, Dorothy M. Byrne, who drew me this way.
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			PROLOGUE: By General Michael T. Flynn
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			Through my work as a senior intelligence officer in the world of national security and special operations, I have known about the courageous work Patrick Byrne has been directed to do on behalf of the United States Government. Most people don’t understand the work of “national intelligence assets,” but that is what Patrick has been asked to be within the opaque world of government-to-government relationships. He’s been placed into extremely difficult positions and has had to use his judgment to accomplish his directed missions to the best of his ability. 

			This takes extraordinary judgment and courage. I’ve gotten to personally know Patrick over the past few years because of his USG directed role in rooting out corruption. He has been unshakable when it comes to his relentless pursuit of exposing the deep levels of corruption within our government. For a man who thought his life would be spent engaging an overseas adversary, he found himself battling his own government.

			The incredible story of bribery, blackmail, rape, murder, and other tales—normally the stuff found in novels—are the truth coming from a man who was asked to enable, encourage, or conduct these actions on behalf of our very own government. Patrick’s story is for real, he’s for real, the corruption he’s exposed is for real, and it only gets worse the further you read.

			General Michael T. Flynn (ret.)

			July 2023

			Sarasota, Florida

		

	
		
			PREFACE: By Maria Butina

			Prisoner #374794
US Bureau of Prisons

			In the nineteenth century, the expression “The emperor has no clothes” was firmly planted in the world’s lexicon thanks to the children’s morality tale by Danish writer Hans Christian Andersen. Since then, it has come to be used in the context of the uncertainty that a person feels attempting to criticize someone or something that is highly regarded and supported by the masses.

			Over the course of two centuries, the expression’s usage has expanded to more than one hundred languages of the world. And despite its considerable age, its use is more relevant than ever, as today’s society seems less able than ever to process critically the information given to it.

			Fortunately, not everything is lost. The braves, the lone wolves continue to emerge, men and women courageous enough to tell the truth despite the crowd’s blindness.

			Now in modern America such a fearless knight is Patrick Byrne.

			The Fate brought us together on a sad occasion—the American government decided to set me up then scapegoat me for so-called “Russian Collusion” with Trump’s presidential campaign (collusion which was non-existent, as both the Durham and Mueller reports later confirmed). I ended up in an American prison for eighteen months.

			To my deep regret, Patrick was directly related to this, as he became “patient zero” in the Maria Butina case working for the FBI against me.

			However, when Patrick figured out what was happening behind the scenes and how both he and I were simply being used in Barack Obama’s political games, he went public and told the truth about his role in this case, and the dirty games of the American deep state.

			Patrick lost everything: the truth cost him the company he created, a huge media campaign was launched against him, he was threatened with criminal prosecution. But Patrick has pressed on. Just as he did once at other times in his life, such as when he exposed the truth about the Wall Street corruption, and more recently, the fraud of the 2020 US presidential election.

			He doesn’t give up. He just keeps going. Just as he is doing now.

			Patrick Byrne is the man who in today’s America who is not afraid to say, “The Emperor has no clothes.”

			This is worthy of respect.

			During those rare times we had together, Patrick and I spent hours and hours talking. I have translated his articles and books into Russian. And as a Russian I can say for sure that, although Patrick isn’t Russian by nationality, he has the depth of soul of a Russian. 

			Maria Valerievna Butina

			November 2023

			Moscow, Russia

		

	
		
			INTRODUCTION: “WALL STREET GOLDEN BOY” TO “DOMESTIC EXTREMIST THREAT #1”

			“These days, when people talk of Byrne, the word ‘vindication’ comes up a lot,” opened an article in the Salt Lake Tribune as the financial system quaked into crisis in August 2008.

			Not long after that, financial journalist Charles Gasparino scolded his CNBC cohosts on-air for how they had endlessly attacked Byrne from 2005-2008 regarding claims about which he had turned out to be correct: “Patrick Byrne was right, all along…the Overstock guy…that everybody made fun of…” rebuked Gasparino to a shame-faced Jim Cramer and Becky Quick.

			Months later, the Wall Street Journal included Byrne in its year-end list (“2008 Look back: Best Calls of the Year”) of five people who deserved credit for seeing the financial crisis coming (others included Jamie Dimon, Nassim Taleb, and Nouriel Roubini).

			In October 2008, Alan Greenspan explained to Congress the origins of the financial collapse, and gave testimony that became famous:

			[image: ]

			“By ‘fraud,’ Greenspan was referring to Bernie Madoff,” says Patrick Byrne, when asked to comment on his relationship to these events. “By ‘securitization,’ Greenspan was referring to the role played by mortgage-backed securities in the 2008 financial crisis. But when Greenspan said ‘settlement,’ he was referring to what in 2005-2008 I had been pointing out to anyone who would listen. I had doused myself in gasoline and self-immolated in front of the SEC to warn the country about settlement failures and systemic risk. That day in October 2008 Greenspan told Congress the same thing. Everyone in financial circles knew that I had been proven correct.”

			It was a fitting denouement to one of the strangest sagas that ever played out on Wall Street. But it is as good a place as any to anchor the story of Patrick Byrne.

			According to PBS, Patrick Byrne is now the “kingpin” of the movement that asserts that election integrity is significantly sloppier than is generally understood, that election-rigging now occurs with methods beyond anything that can be discovered through rudimentary audits, and (though he claims he never voted for Trump) that the 2020 election was rigged. 

			Byrne joined in calling for Americans to rally in DC on January 4–6, 2021. Though he insisted those rallies be peaceful, he has offered to pay the $350,000 of damages to the Capitol Building which get stacked onto the charges of each J6 defendant, making their sentencing more severe. “I look at it this way,” says Byrne. “Assume I invited a bunch of friends to a bar and a riot of suspicious origin broke out that evening. As a gesture of goodwill, before we got to the subject of whether my friends or the bouncers started the fight, I might be inclined to pay for the damages. Simply on the principle of, ‘They were my guests, it got out of hand, I’ll cover the broken mirrors and furniture…’”

			Byrne closes his thought with a chuckle: “But if there’s going to be talk about filing charges, let us look at the security cameras and see who really started the riot.”

			In addition, Byrne has publicly offered to face all nonviolent charges from that day. Those accused can say they did it because they listened to Byrne, and Byrne will agree to stipulate this is true, on the condition he can defend himself in televised proceedings. “I’ll face charges for 1,000 of the J6 rally-goers. I won’t face charges for anyone who broke a window or touched a cop, but I will for everyone who was peaceful, on the condition that I can defend my actions in a televised trial. Lay it on me, and I will answer for it all to a DC jury.”

			Byrne delivers the idea with no hint of bluster or menace but in a friendly, helpful manner. In a similar tone, he notes that law enforcement from around the country who are receiving training at DHS have gotten word back to Byrne of a phenomenon he calls, “disconcerting.” When trainees ask, “Whom do you fear more, Russia or China?” DHS trainers have been instructed to reply, “We are keeping our eyes on both, but above all we worry about this guy Patrick Byrne and the movement he has going.”

			According to Byrne, it began happening in the summer of 2022, just months before the 2022 election, “and Law Enforcement who experienced it got in touch to let me know that DHS is telling people I am Domestic Extremist Threat #1,” says Byrne with a broad grin.

			[image: ]

			Over the years, Byrne’s trajectory has reminded some of the character Colonel Kurz from Apocalypse Now—an early “golden boy” who goes off track through (say some) insanity, genius, or some dark impulse that cannot be unraveled. Now for the first time since his departure from acceptable society, Byrne has sat long enough to give a comprehensive interview touching upon all corners of his life and activities. 

			Because it is easy to find Byrne’s manner and language disorienting, some sections of this interview will not be summarized, but will remain as Q&A transcript, for the reader to digest directly.

		

	
		
			CHAPTER 1: THE ODD TALE OF PATRICK BYRNE
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			A. BYRNE’S BOYHOOD
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			“My life has had so many tailwinds it is almost comical,” answers Byrne when asked about his origins. “It is easy and not inappropriate to see it as a silver spoon. The truth is slightly more interesting: over my first twenty-five years my family lived a Horatio Alger dream, and I saw it unfold.” Asked to expand, Byrne answers, “For the 1960s the Byrne family was Tuna-Helper, for the 1970s it was Hamburger-Helper, by the 1980s it was steak and lobster, by the 1990s it was King Airs, and from 2000 onward, private jets.”

			Only after some prodding does Byrne go into details. According to him, “Both parents are from New Jersey Irish working-class backgrounds. My mother’s father was a lineman in Cape May, New Jersey. My father’s side was from Patterson tenements that were then Irish and Jewish, by the 1960s were Black and Hispanic, and are now Muslim. In the Depression they moved to Wildwood. Pop went Air Force ROTC to Rutgers, ticked off a general, served his years in an ice station in northern Greenland, discharged and married Mom. On the G.I. Bill, broke-as-a-joke, they moved to University of Michigan so Pop could get a master’s in actuarial Math and land an insurance job, which had been his dream since he was ten, oddly. Michigan and Indiana are where we three kids popped into existence. Our dear middle brother passed away several years ago.”

			“While I was an infant, we moved to New England. My father bounced among jobs in Massachusetts and Connecticut, which is where I went to grade school, but our family time was all in Vermont and New Hampshire, which began to feel more like home.” 
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			Byrne tells a story about his youth. “Since childhood, our folks’ message was, ‘We will support you through your education, but then you are on your own. Nothing can make us prouder than you focusing on education, but that is that all you are owed.’” And he launches into a story that ultimately reveals his connections to Washington, DC.

		

	
		
			B. PATRICK BYRNE GOES TO WASHINGTON
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			When Byrne was thirteen his father was passed over for a promotion at an insurance firm in Hartford, The Travelers. “When I was older, he let me know that he felt it was because he was Irish Catholic, in the mold of Tip O’Neil: a big, chubby, garrulous Irishman. He also hired Jews and Blacks. How he saw it, the WASPs at HQ liked him because of his ability to work with insurance agents, who were often Jewish or Black because they start small insurance agencies to avoid big-firm discrimination. But the Brass did not want Jews and Blacks at HQ and opposed a Catholic rising too high. “The promotion went instead to a WASP out of Hollywood Central Casting, a man who never made his numbers, who over the next twenty years ran The Travelers into the ground,” says Byrne the younger. “I was with my father in his dying days and that setback haunted him, though for decades I told him it was the best thing that ever happened to the Family Byrne.”

			Why that was the best thing that ever happened to the Byrne family became clear as the story continues. “Pop quit in disgust and took a job at a failing car insurance firm down here in the South, a job for which they could find no one else because it was near bankrupt. An actuary was an odd choice to run a car insurance company, but like I said, they could find no one else. So in 1976 we moved to Maryland. He was at his new job only a week or two before he came home and said that he had a plan to save the firm. It would be…energetic.”

			Weeks into it, his father received a message that a Nebraska stockbroker wanted to meet and talk about what he was doing. “My dad went to see him and did not come home until dawn. He had never done anything like that. When he came back in the morning he told us, “I’ve just met the smartest man I’ve ever met in my life. He is some kind of farmer-investor.’”

			Byrne continues, “Our family had our order in for our first new car, a $7,000 station wagon. Pops promised it to my mom to assuage her about our sudden move. But that morning he told us we were canceling the new car and buying stock in his new friend. It turned out that new friend was excited about the meeting also, because he went out and bet big on my dad.”

			Finally, Byrne drops his reveal. “That new job of my dad was at GEICO, which almost disappeared in 1976. And his new Best Friend Forever was Warren Buffett.” At the time, GEICO was 1/100th its current size, and Buffett was virtually unknown. 

			According to Byrne, Buffett bet one-third of his net worth on Byrne’s dad, and that became Buffett’s first billion. “That $7,000 car, invested instead in Berkshire Hathaway stock in 1976, along with the rest of that decade at GEICO, worked out ridiculously well for the Byrne family.”

			These years played out as Byrne attended high school at Bethesda’s Walt Whitman High, ’81 (a National Merit Scholar who went All-State in Football both ways, and county champion wrestler before taking up boxing at a DC gym called “Findley’s Gym”). “I was the youngest and smallest of three boys,” explains Byrne. “I grew up getting my ass kicked by my two big brothers. So, while they learned to golf and kayak, as soon as I was able, I wanted to learn to wrestle, box, and study whatever martial arts were handy.”
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Dr. Alan Greenspan,
October 23, 2008

There are additional regulatory changes that this
breakdown of the central pillar of competitive
markets requires in order to return to stability,
particularly in the areas of fraud, settlement, and
securitization.
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