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  Praise for Roger Hallam’s Previous Book, Common Sense


“Brilliant: wise, profound and persuasive. If you want to understand Extinction Rebellion, or how to change the world, read it.”  — George Monbiot, columnist at The Guardian, author and activist
“This is not just an argument, it is an instruction manual for ripping through the corruption and complacency that will destroy our planet.” — Paul Mason, author of Clear, Bright Future: A Radical Defence of the Human Being
“[Roger] provides a blueprint for people who are sick and tired of the futility of civil discourse in combating the climate catastrophe. We hope this film inspires people to embrace radical tactics and actions that bring about real change. Our very existence depends on it.” — Rooney Mara & Joaquin Phoenix, actors and activists
“Is Common Sense for the 21st Century the best hope we’ve got to prevent human extinction? Yes, I think it is.” — Dr Alexandra Jellicoe, environmental engineer and scientist
“[Roger] has a lot of integrity and charisma.” — The New Yorker
“Hallam... is widely seen as the driving force behind [Extinction Rebellion’s] tactics, [and] recommends that activists emulate past movements like the United States civil rights movement and the Yellow Vests in France.” — The New York Times
“Hallam’s activism led to King’s College London agreeing to divest millions from fossil fuel companies and commit to carbon neutrality by 2025, following his hunger strike and protests.” — Jeremy Harding, London Review of Books






  
  Praise for Extinction Rebellion


“Extinction Rebellion is the most important and promising movement of our time.”  — Greta Thunberg
“The activists of Extinction Rebellion are not asking for too much at all. They are asking for what is right.” — Michael Stipe, R.E.M.
“I’m happy to lend my voice to these young people who have inspired a completely new movement.” — Emma Thompson
“You need to get [governments] to recognise that this is the most serious crisis that humanity has ever faced... Disruption can ruin the world. But there's another form of disruption, which is to stop the world from going down the wrong path. And that's what Extinction Rebellion does.” — Stephen Fry 
“This is a wake-up call to the world. It is prophetic. So I thank God for Extinction Rebellion and I pray that their voice may be heard—for all our sakes.” — The Bishop of Colchester
“Time has run out. It's act now or face almost unimaginable consequences for life on Earth.” — Chris Packham
“We demand that we are involved in the decision making. It’s our futures, too.” — Ellie Goulding
“Climate change due to human activity is not a theory, it is not an opinion, it is a fact. Denial of this fact in the interests of big money will lead to our extinction as a species.” — Margaret Atwood
“The heroes of this historical moment are climate activists: they are trying to save us all — primarily from ourselves.” — Zadie Smith
“We call on concerned global citizens to rise up and organise... joining the global movement that’s now rebelling against extinction (e.g., Extinction Rebellion in the UK).” — Philip Pullman
“The activists of Extinction Rebellion are leading the way in confronting this immense challenge, with courage and integrity, an achievement of historic significance that must be amplified with urgency.” — Noam Chomsky






  
  Public Support and Signatories


In October 2018, 94 public figures — scientists, writers, and academics — signed a letter published in The Guardian supporting Extinction Rebellion. Signatories included: 
	Rowan Williams

	Philip Pullman

	Naomi Klein

	Vandana Shiva

	Bill McKibben



In 2019, over 100 celebrities signed an open letter in support of Extinction Rebellion, acknowledging their own carbon footprints while emphasizing the need for systemic change. Signatories included:
	Benedict Cumberbatch

	Jude Law

	Bob Geldof

	Sienna Miller

	Steve Coogan

	Mel B

	Thom Yorke

	Ruby Wax

	Mark Rylance

	Ray Winstone



In July 2024, the UN Special Rapporteur on Environmental Defenders declared it "a dark day for peaceful environmental protest and fundamental freedoms in the UK" when Roger was imprisoned for the longest prison sentence for nonviolent protest since the Napoleonic Wars.
More than 1,200 public figures rallied in support of Roger's imprisonment, alongside the Whole Truth Five.
Some of the notable figures who expressed their support included:
	Annie Lennox

	Peter Gabriel

	Jarvis Cocker

	Chris Packham

	James Hansen

	Chris Martin

	Danny Boyle

	Juliet Stevenson

	Matilda Swinton

	Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall

	Stewart Lee

	Jason Hickel

	Jeremy Corbyn MP

	Sandi Toksvig

	Sir Geoffrey Bindman KC

	Sir David King

	Yanis Varoufakis

	Helen Pankhurst

	Etiene Stott MBE

	Mick Whelan

	Bianca Jagger

	Kim Stanley Robinson

	Robert Macfarlane

	Alan Davies

	Simon Le Bon MBE

	Nish Kumar
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  Preface


For a week in November 2022, the M25 motorway was a site of nonviolent civil resistance to halt the licensing of new fossil fuel extraction in the North Sea. 
This was a collective action by people who could not stand by while the UK government escalated climate breakdown - people who could not look away, people living in the truth, morally compelled to take the most effective action they could to reverse a criminally irresponsible policy.
It was a winnable demand, which was indeed won when Labour adopted a policy of not developing new oil and gas in its manifesto a few months after the actions. It became official policy when they entered government.
Like all previous strategies for grabbing government attention and sparking essential public debate, this action design was undertaken because previous methods had become ineffective and ignored. Rooted in nonviolence, it was based on historical evidence and activist experience. The tension created by nonviolent civil disobedience has significantly affected change in recent UK history. Extinction Rebellion’s disruptive action, which involved blocking central London in 2019, led to Parliament declaring a climate emergency and the government creating its first net-zero policy.
The campaign’s intention was to cause economic disruption, targeting a key artery of the carbon economy—the motorway around the capital. A dramatic, time-limited halt to traffic flow was achieved by 64 people over four days, as they climbed gantries spaced out around the M25 ring road. Preparation and safety were priorities.
I was one of five who tested the design in response to the unprecedented 40-degree heat in the UK in July 2022. Extensive training was developed to impart practical skills and emotional resilience, essential for all climbers and supporters. It was tough, both physically and emotionally. We acknowledge that it was intensely disruptive, and we hold ourselves accountable for this. I deeply regret the distress caused to those caught up in traffic holdups, but I also stand by the need for this visible, high-impact response in order to avert catastrophe.
In total, 64 people were arrested and charged for climbing, supporting, planning, or encouraging participation in the four days of nonviolent direct action. The majority, pleading not guilty, endured up to three months on remand and lengthy periods on curfew tags. All received harsh bail conditions. Those pleading guilty received prison sentences.
Five people charged with conspiracy to cause a public nuisance were exposed by a journalist infiltrating a recruitment Zoom call: Roger Hallam, Cressida Gethin, Lucia Whittaker De Abreu, Daniel Shaw, and myself. We self-represented in a trial in June 2024. We vowed not to be silenced in the face of injustice and to speak the truth to the jury, whatever the penalty.
Despite swearing an oath to the court to tell the whole truth, the judge shut us down while we were giving arguments in our defence. For resisting this, four of us were sent down on remand during the trial. Despite this, we managed, halfway through the trial, to have the existential reality of climate breakdown accepted as an agreed-upon fact, only for Judge Hehir to rule it irrelevant for consideration by the jury.
In addition to our legal defences being disallowed, this gave the jury little option but to return a guilty verdict. A week later, sentencing occurred, despite intervention by the United Nations rapporteur for environmental defenders. No consideration was given to our conscientious motivation to mitigate the longest sentences in UK modern history for nonviolent protest - five years for Roger, and four years for the rest of us.
Hugely heartening to those of us incarcerated, our trial, sentencing, custody, and appeal of sentence generated not only outrage but expressions of solidarity and direct action from a wide range of climate, human rights, and legal justice groups and individuals.
Early on in the trial, 11 people sat outside the Crown Court in silence, holding signs that read: “Juries have an absolute right to acquit a defendant according to their conscience.” They were arrested. In subsequent days, there were too many signholders to arrest. Hundreds protested our sentencing, and by the time our appeal of sentence, joined with other trial groups, was heard in January 2025 at the Royal Courts of Justice, over 1,000 people sat down in the road outside the court, completely blocking the Strand. This action, rooted in courage and conviction, marks not just a protest against a corrupt system but a commitment to ensuring that future generations will inherit a world worth saving. It’s a reminder that when governments fail to act, it is up to us—the people—to demand change, no matter the cost. 
Louise Lancaster, a fellow member of the Whole Truth Five prisoners
His Majesty’s Prison Bronzefield, Surrey February 2025.  
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Singer Louise Harris halts M25 traffic in November 2022 to demand an end to all new oil and gas licenses in the UK. (Image: Just Stop Oil)
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