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Dedicated to our dogs Maggie (named after Maggie O’Connell from the show Northern Exposure), Jessica (adopted with her name), Seamus (our fun name for our son, Joshua, before he was born), Emma Grace (Nancy’s favorite girl’s name), Calder (named for the artist Alexander Calder), all dogs everywhere and our cats, Mark (adopted with his original name) and Roxie (our neighbor‘s daughter, Helen, named her).

To our human “pets,” our sons Joshua, Samuel and Alexander.

Proceeds from the sale of this book will go, in part, to Francisvale Home for Smaller Animals, founded in 1909 in Radnor, Pennsylvania. On the Main Line, Francisvale Home is one of the oldest no-kill shelters in operation in the United States.







Glossary

AKC: American Kennel Club, a registry of purebred dog pedigrees in the United States. In addition to maintaining its pedigree registry, the AKC promotes and sanctions events for purebreds.

Main Line: The principle line of a railway (1841). Originally that of Philadelphia (from the “main line” of the Pennsylvania Railroad), the “affluent area of residence” (1930s), which added local stops to a string of backwater towns west of the city in the late 18th century, turning them into fashionable suburbs (The Free Dictionary).

Mutt*: A mongrel dog.

Mongrel**: Mongrels, also known as mutts, are a mixed-breed dog. Unlike “designer” mixed breeds, such as Golden Doodles, Cockapoos or Puggles, a mongrel is the result of the unintentional breeding of two dogs. It is estimated that there are about 150 million mongrels around the globe (A-Z Animals.com).

Purebred: An animal having both parents of the same breed or variety; compare to mongrel.

*Our definition of mutt: Magnificent, Utterly kind, Terrific, Totally cute dog.

**Our definition of mongrel: A magnificent dog with endless gifts.
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Maggie knew something was going on. All the things that were on the shelves were being packed in boxes. Maggie looked on as the last item, her dog bowl with the name “Maggie” printed on it in bright Day-Glo purple, was placed in a box.
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The kind people, Nancy and Michael, were moving to a lovely new neighborhood, the Main Line.
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