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      Does the world really need another book on writing and publishing? There are so many to chose from already! But the world of publishing has changed dramatically in the last decade, and authors in various genres now have a dizzying array of publishing options and advice before them. Some groups of authors, however, have very few genre-specific resources at their disposal, particularly authors of historical fiction and historical fantasy.

      Historical novelists find themselves in an interesting place today, caught between the traditional publishing world in which they have always been solidly encamped, and the new and exciting opportunities now presented to them by the world of independent publishing.

      With so much choice, it truly is the best time to be an author, but like Alexander the Great setting out for the conquest of the East, those first steps can be daunting, the battles you will fight along the way numerous. The goal of this book is to try to encourage and arm aspiring and veteran historical novelists for the journey ahead with information and advice that is evergreen in the face of change.

      Why did I decide to write this book now, and what makes me qualified to do so?

      I’ve been studying history and writing historical fiction and historical fantasy for over thirty years now, and to this day I absolutely love both. Indeed, one did not come before the other, for when I fell in love with history, I immediately turned to writing fiction as the obvious way to express that love. For me, the two went together from the very beginning. Then, ten years ago, in 2009, after hearing a speaker from a Google think tank talk about the power of blogging, I decided to launch the Writing the Past blog as a way to connect with fellow history and historical fiction lovers around the world. The blog was a way not only to share my passion for history and archaeology, but also to share my research for my novels, two of which had already been written by that point in time.

      It has been a long road to this point, but after developing a large following, writing and publishing over fifteen novels, making a good income, and founding a publishing company that I can be proud of, I thought it would be a good time to share all that I have learned with my fellow historical novelists.

      It is my hope that everyone who is interested in researching, writing, publishing and marketing historical fiction and historical fantasy will be guaranteed to get at least one useful, actionable tip from the following pages that will aid them in achieving their goals.

      Good luck, and may the gods smile on your endeavours!

      

      
        
        Adam Alexander Haviaras

        somewhere in the Peloponnese, 2019
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      What is the difference between ‘historical fiction’ and ‘historical fantasy’? The first is fiction that is firmly set in a documented historical period and adheres strictly to the events and known ways of that period. The latter is based on, or inspired by, a particular historical period, but which has a preponderance of fantasy elements like gods and goddesses, mythological beasts and other elements that our ancient ancestors believed in, but which today have been relegated to the world of the imagination.

      When it comes to research, however, there is very little difference between the two types of historical novel. The methodologies are the same as research is crucial for any historical novelist because it anchors your story in a particular period, thus transporting the reader to another time and place and giving them the escape they are in search of.

      In this first section on research, you will learn about simple methodologies for historical research that do not require academic, university-level training or resources, as well as other reliable ways to gather information in preparation for writing the historical novel that you envision.
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        Be Passionate

      

      

      

      When deciding upon a particular period or historical subject to base your book around, pick something that you are passionate about. The history behind your novel and the characters therein are crucial to connecting with your readers.

      Don’t look at the market to decide what to write about. Rather, pick a period of history that you truly love and are willing to immerse yourself in for a long time, and your passion for it will draw readers in like a statue at the heart of a temple.
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        Academic Study

      

      

      

      This book is not geared toward academics or people with academic training. However, the work done by academics in your particular field will be useful in the research you do, for they have laid the groundwork for knowledge.

      That said, today, most of the information you need will likely be available online. You do not need to pay for university to write historical novels, unless you want to also be an academic yourself.

      You want to be an author, right? So, where do you go for the information you need to bring your historical novel to life?
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        Starting Point

      

      

      

      If you are an author who generally knows that you would like to write a historical novel but are not sure of the setting or period of your novel, then you need to decide at the outset on your specific period of history.

      This may seem odd to some, but I have been asked before by authors who want to write a book what period they should write about. Perhaps this is because they love history in general and the thought of writing in any period is appealing? Perhaps they want to write about what is popular at the moment in order to achieve commercial success?

      Whatever the reason, it comes down to passion again. Which period of history are you most passionate about? This is important because you are going to be eating, breathing and sleeping this period of history, especially if you are planning on writing a series of books.

      Do you want to set your novel in twelfth century Medieval Europe during the Crusades, or do you want your story to take place in the world of ancient Rome during the reign of Emperor Tiberius? Perhaps you have a story in mind that is set in feudal Japan and the age of the Samurai?

      If you can narrow it down to a specific event, or set of events, then that is even better, as history will be the timeline for your novel and the characters within.

      Think about which period, cultural group and historical events you want your novel to revolve around or be modelled on, and then go from there.
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        Time to Read!

      

      

      

      Once you have decided on a historical setting and subject matter for your novel, it is time to start reading.

      Find all the books you can on your period and historical events, aspects of life in that age etc., and start reading as much as you can. Immerse yourself in that world, and get to know the people and their ways until that world becomes so familiar to you that it is second nature.

      This will make the actual writing easier because when you think of the history in your story, you will see and smell the land, the objects, the food - everything. If you can do this, then your writing will go much more smoothly and you can focus on your story because you won’t be stopping all the time to look something up.

      Depending on your personal style, you can either take copious amounts of notes, or just fill your head.

      Read as much as you can and absorb everything that is useful.
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        Time to Watch!

      

      

      

      In addition to reading, a superb way to get stuck into the world of your chosen period of history is to watch movies, television series, or documentaries and docudramas about it. If books teach you a lot, and pictures are worth a thousand words, then films and videos are worth a million.

      Of course, not every period of history is represented in film, but if it is, even a little bit, then it is worth checking out. Even such things as seeing a medieval village setting in film can give you ideas for your novel, even though it may not be the exact period for your own book.

      Something else to keep in mind when it comes to film…
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