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      The world of Ancient Rome and its subsequent empire is endlessly fascinating. It could be debated that no other civilization has had as lasting an impact on our daily lives in the West. It is embedded in our world from the roads we travel to popular memes and epic movies.

      The legacy of Ancient Rome is all around us, even if we don’t realize it.

      I suppose that I have always been interested in Ancient Rome. I loved movies like Spartacus, Ben-Hur, Cleopatra, and The Fall of the Roman Empire, but my interest in Ancient Rome really came to fruition when I began research for the Eagles and Dragons historical fantasy series around the turn of the millennium. It was then that I made my first trip to the eternal city of Rome and was struck by the still-lingering grandeur of that ancient civilization. It made me realize that though her fortresses and walls across the world are largely crumbled, and her temples dark, Ancient Rome is still, in many ways, alive and well.

      When the movie Gladiator was released, suddenly everyone was interested in Ancient Rome and the Roman Empire. Enrolment in university Classics programs skyrocketed, more books were published, and more documentaries were produced. Rome was suddenly in the spotlight, and I loved it! My research for my own books took me from northern Scotland to the great sand seas of the Sahara desert, from France to the Middle East. Rome was everywhere I looked.

      When I moved from writing academic papers to historical fiction, it struck me that if I were to accurately portray the world of Ancient Rome, and bring it to life for my readers, I would have to research every aspect of that world. This was no small task, but I welcomed the challenge.

      It is one thing to research the great battles of Roman history, or the political machinations of people like Caesar and Augustus, but it is quite another to try and understand the intimate details of people’s daily lives. What did they eat? How did they celebrate? What entertainments did they enjoy? How did marriage work? Did they go to school? I had - and still do - an endless list of questions I wanted answers to so that I could, like a painter working on a large fresco, add minute details and texture to the world I was writing about.

      When I began my blog, Writing the Past, in 2009, I used it as a way to share my research with my readers. By far, the most popular blog series since then has been the Ancient Everyday blog series which has, much to my delight, been read by students and history enthusiasts around the world.

      This book was born out of that blog series and, in addition to articles about everyday life in Ancient Rome and the Roman Empire, it contains much of the research into the history and archaeology, societal workings and religious beliefs that have informed my books. In some of the articles, I reference the novels to which the specific research applies. To view the pictures that were originally posted with each article, readers have only to visit the ‘Article Archive’ on the Eagles and Dragons Publishing website. For those who love the world of Ancient Rome, it is my hope that this book will be both educational and entertaining. The entirety is divided into four general sections: Daily Life, Entertainment, Politics and Government, and Religion. Throughout the book, I also touch on some traditions from Ancient Greece which had a strong influence on the Roman world. At the end of this book, there is a fun bonus section that includes the articles from our popular ‘Roman Ghosts’ blog series which looks at documented, Roman paranormal encounters. There is also a helpful glossary of Greek and Latin words that readers can refer to.

      I’m often asked why I find the world of Ancient Rome and its empire so interesting. Like many, I suspect, I am simply drawn to it. For me, the Roman Empire is a supremely colourful and lively world. It is inspiring and bawdy, gritty and violent. It gave birth to much that was good, as well as many horrors, but all of it is there to be learned from. Rome’s legacy, all that is beautiful and terrible in it, has shaped our modern western world.

      The Roman Empire, though born out of war and conquest, was perhaps one of the most multi-cultural civilizations the world has ever known. Think of all the various countries and religions that are to be found today within the former borders of the Empire. While it is certainly true that the Roman Empire had its faults, just as all civilizations do, one has to wonder if our world would be experiencing all of the problems we are facing today if the Empire had remained intact.

      Ancient Everyday is intended to bring this fascinating and passionate world to life, to give readers a glimpse of both the grandeur of the Empire and the intimate details of average people’s lives.

      There is, after all, a little bit of Ancient Rome in all of us…even if we don’t know it.

      

      
        
        Adam Alexander Haviaras

        Stratford, Ontario

        February, 2026

      

      

    

  

  
    
      
        
        
        "When you arise in the morning, think of what a precious privilege it is to be alive - to breathe, to think, to enjoy, to love."

        Marcus Aurelius
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            Childbirth in the Ancient World

          

        

      

    

    
      Let’s start at the very beginning: childbirth.

      This is an experience that women have shared with their ancestors since the dawn of humans.

      Now, as a man, my input and views on childbirth are somewhat limited, so I would invite my female readers out there to jump in with their comments at any time. I’m a father, and I’ve been present at the birth of my own children, but I would never presume to fully comprehend the mysteries and agonies that women go through when it comes to bringing a tiny human into the world.

      Let’s face it, we’re extremely lucky today as far as obstetrics and the technologies we have to help mothers and children safely navigate the process of pregnancy and birth.

      That was not the case in the ancient world. Pregnancy and birth were risky affairs, and as with many aspects of life, the ancients called on specific gods and goddesses for help when it came to childbearing and birth.

      The Egyptians offered prayers to the god Bes, a god of marriage and jollity, but also a protector of women and children in childbirth. Bes was not your typical Egyptian god. He is portrayed as an ugly dwarf with a feather crown or lion’s mane, sometimes holding a tambourine.

      His consort, Tauert, was also prayed to as someone who assisted all females, regardless of station, in childbirth. Tauert was portrayed as a pregnant, female hippopotamus.

      In Ancient Greece the goddess to whom prayers and offerings were made was Artemis, under her two epithets Kourotrophos (nurse) and Locheia (helper in childbirth).

      Now it might seem odd that people prayed to the virgin goddess for protection in childbirth, but in myth, Artemis was said to have been present when Leto, her mother, gave birth to Apollo on Delos. She was considered, in some ways, the first midwife.

      It is interesting to note ancient Greeks believed that women who died suddenly in childbirth were helped to a painless death by Artemis who showed them mercy by piercing them with one of her arrows.

      The ancient Greeks also prayed to Hecate as a goddess of women and nurturer of children, as well as Hera, the Queen of the Gods who sometimes served as a goddess of childbirth in her capacity as goddess of marriage.

      The Romans had many gods and goddesses to whom they prayed for help, and Juno, Queen of the Gods, was first and foremost under the epithets of Lucina, and Opigena.

      Another goddess with a major role to play was Carmentis, a water goddess who was also a prophetic goddess of protection in childbirth. Carmentis had her own festival, the Carmentalia, and a temple on the Capitoline Hill.

      A third goddess whom the Romans prayed to for a safe and successful childbirth was Matuta, the goddess of dawn and young growth.

      It must have been a comfort to have so many gods to pray to, but that may also be indicative of the high risks involved.

      Because it was so dangerous to bring a child into the world, and because families could not always afford to feed or provide dowries for all their children, contraception was something that was used in Ancient Egypt, Greece, and Rome.

      Most of the methods used seem to be herb and plant-based, and included things like acacia, honey, Queen Anne’s Lace, date palm, willow, Artemisia, myrrh, and the now extinct silphium plant, among others. Some of these are apparently used in spermicides today.

      The Egyptian Kahun Papyrus from c. 1850 B.C. actually contains a lot of information on birth control and is the oldest known gynaecological treatise.

      But we are talking about having children in the ancient world. Today, most husbands (I would hope) are in the room to support their wives and be there when their children are born. It happens at the hospital or birthing centre (most of the time), and there is a doctor/obstetrician to help the delivery.

      In the ancient world, births took place at home. There were no hospitals, except for those at healing centres like Kos and Epidaurus and, oftentimes, anyone who had been ‘in touch’ with childbirth was not permitted to enter sacred sanctuaries anyway for fear of contaminating the place.

      In Egypt, Greece, and Rome, midwifes were a constant. Today, midwifery seems to have made a big comeback, but in the ancient world, the midwife was always the one who helped women through childbirth. Their skills and knowledge were considerable. The only time a doctor might have been needed in Ancient Greece and Rome was if there were complications.

      It appears that in most cases, no men were present at the birth of a child, though there were often several people in attendance, including the midwife, the women of the household (mothers, grandmothers, aunts etc.), and any female slaves that were needed to help.

      It was not considered proper for men to be present, and the only man who might have been there was the doctor if he was called.

      What about the position for giving birth?

      Well, in Egypt, it seems that women often knelt in a shaded spot or shelter to give birth.

      With modern hospital beds, women are in more of a lying-down position, with their backs propped up to give birth.

      Interestingly, in Ancient Greece and Rome, and in later centuries, birthing chairs were used. This was basically a wooden chair with arms, but no seat.

      The midwife would kneel on the floor before the chair and help the woman from there, her hands wrapped in linen or papyrus so that the baby did not slip when she caught it.

      It may be that couches were also used for giving birth, but I do wonder if midwives in Ancient Greece or Rome might have had birthing chairs as part of their professional kit.

      Mortality rates for women and children in pregnancy and childbirth were high in the ancient world, and from the little that I’ve read, the risk of death was extremely high in Ancient Egypt. Many women died in pregnancy and childbirth, and infants who were born often did not survive the first few months.

      Once a child was born, there was usually a ceremony for the naming and blessing of the child.

      I could not find information on the specifics of an Egyptian ceremony (Egyptology is not my area of expertise), but I have read that water and ritual washing may have been a part of such a ceremony for newborns since water played a large part in Egyptian religious rituals. I yield to my Egyptologist friends on this subject.

      In Ancient Greece, on the fifth or seventh day after a child was born, there was a purification ceremony and feast called the amphidromia, at which the child received his or her name. This involved a ritual and an evening feast to which guests brought presents for the child. If a boy was born, the house was decorated on the outside with olive branches. If it was a girl, the outer decoration consisted of garlands of wool.

      In Ancient Rome, the naming ceremony was called a lustratio, and this took place nine days after the birth of the child. At this, offerings were made to the gods, there was a feast, and the child was introduced to guests.

      In chapter twenty-one of Killing the Hydra (Book II in the Eagles and Dragons series) I write about a Roman lustratio.

      Most people today cannot view the successful birth of a child with anything but gladness. And rightly so! It’s a beautiful thing, and most parents are happy when their child is born healthy, no matter if it is a boy or a girl.

      However, in the ancient world, views of family and children could be quite different from our own.

      It seems that Ancient Egyptians were devoted to their families and that they loved their children. This can be seen in the many images that survive of happy families, babies in their mothers’ arms, and children playing.

      In Ancient Greece and Rome, children were meant to be less visible, and stayed inside with the women. At birth, a Greek father or guardian decided whether to keep a child. In Rome as well, the paterfamilias had the power of life and death over his family members, and this included newborn infants whom the father could deny the right to be reared.

      Children could be exposed or killed in Ancient Greece and Rome, and had no place in public life.

      Practices also differed by place. For instance, in ancient Athens, if a child was kept, it was swaddled, whereas in Sparta children were not swaddled at all, presumably to start toughening them up, or cull the weak.

      It certainly seems harsh to our modern sensibilities, but the truth is that if a child managed to survive birth, decisions about their usefulness and whether to keep them were more often based on the sex, the number of children the family already had, the parents’ ability to provide for that child, the future need for a dowry, and general health.

      It’s odd, but most of the time, I tend to think that the past was much more exciting and interesting, more beautiful than our chaotic, modern society. I think most historians feel they were born in the wrong age!

      But when I read about things like pregnancy, health, childbirth, and children in the ancient world, it makes me grateful we live in the age we do.

      It’s not perfect by any stretch, but as far as childbirth, I would give that part of the ancient everyday a miss.

      And let’s not think that all children in Ancient Greece and Rome were treated badly either. It is my hope that, despite the social mores of those sometimes harsher societies, nature instilled in the mother and father of most children a love and need to care for their offspring that is timeless and powerful.
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            Education in Ancient Rome

          

        

      

    

    
      It has to be admitted that learning does take something away - as a file takes something from a rough surface, or a whetstone from a blunt edge, or age from wine - but it takes away faults, and the work that has been polished by literary skills is diminished only in so far as it is improved…

      
        
        (Marcus Fabius Quintilianus)

      

      

      

      I think that most of us will agree that education is crucial to our quality of life and, if we are to take the Roman educator Quintilian’s word for it, learning only makes things better.

      Education, however, is perhaps something that we take for granted in the West where most children have free access to a primary and secondary school education, and some beyond that. Today, education up to some level, is assumed.

      But was it the same in Ancient Rome?

      In this article, we’re going to take a very brief look at education in Ancient Rome from the Republican to the Imperial period.

      When I think of education in the ancient world, I have to admit that my first thoughts are of Ancient Greece and the Golden Age of Athens which, let’s face it, created the foundations of education in the western world, especially a liberal arts education.

      But even in Ancient Greece, there were other systems. The Spartan agoge springs to mind, that educational machine of war that took young boys at 7 years of age and thrust them into a world of brutality and torture to create the best warriors of the ancient world.

      When it comes to the Romans, however, education was more practical, a happier medium between the philosophical discourses of Athens and the trials of Sparta.

      Throughout most of the Rome’s Republican age, homeschooling was how young boys, and sometimes girls, were educated. They were taught by members of their family, either the father and/or mother, or some other relative who may have been more qualified.

      Boys were most often educated by their fathers in Republican Rome. The paterfamilias controlled everything, and made all the decisions about his children’s education, even whether or not they received one at all.

      

      Cato the Elder thought it not right, as he tells us himself, that his son should be scolded by a slave, or have his ears tweaked when he was slow to learn, still less that he should be indebted to his slave for such a priceless thing as education. He was therefore himself not only the boy’s reading-teacher, but his tutor in law, and his athletic trainer, and he taught his son not merely to hurl the javelin and fight in armour and ride the horse, but also to box, to endure heat and cold, and to swim lustily through the eddies and billows of the Tiber. His History of Rome, as he tells us himself, he wrote out with his own hand and in large characters, that his son might have in his own home an aid to acquaintance with his country's ancient traditions.

      
        
        (Plutarch, The Life of Cato the Elder)

      

      

      

      From about the age of seven, Roman boys were trained by their fathers in the areas that were deemed most important to life as a Roman citizen: reading, writing, and weapons training. You can see from the quote above that Cato the Elder pursued this course with his own son.

      Boys would also have accompanied their fathers on religious duties, as well as senatorial duties if they were from a senatorial family. Everything was geared toward an effective public life as a Roman citizen, and while boys were groomed for public life, girls were likewise groomed and trained in reading, writing, and arithmetic so as to be able to run an effective household.

      At sixteen years of age, the boys of nobles were given a political apprenticeship and then, at seventeen, they spent the campaigning season with the army so as to learn the business of war, Rome’s bread and butter, so to speak.

      This system of traditional homeschooling went on into the Imperial age in some families, but it was in the third century B.C. that things changed and new ideas crept into the Roman educational system.

      With the capture of the Greek colony of Tarentum in southern Italy in 272 B.C., and then the annexation of Sicily in 241 B.C., there was an influx of Greek prisoners of war and slaves into Roman society, and with them came Greek ideas.

      Many of the Greeks who were brought into Roman society became teachers or private tutors.

      Perhaps the most famous of this first wave of Greeks was Livius Andronicus (284-205 B.C.) who became a slave and tutor to his dominus’ children. He later was freed, and decided to stay in Rome where he is said to have become the first teacher of Greek education. He was also responsible for translating the Odyssey into Latin.

      It was people like Andonicus who introduced the literary education to Rome, for prior to that, the focus in Roman education was more practical and martial.

      But there remained differences between the Greek and Roman educational mindset for some time. For example, in the Greek educational system, music and athletics were of prime importance. These two areas were not taken seriously in Rome. To Greeks, music enriched the soul, but to Romans, music was perceived as a path to moral corruption.

      I doubt that Cato the Elder was very musical!

      Likewise, to the Greeks, the goal of athletic competition and training was to obtain a beautiful and healthy body, a noble goal in and of itself. In Rome, athletics were only seen as a way to maintain good soldiers who would fight for Rome.

      Again, Romans were much more practical in their education and the goals of that education.

      The study of literature, however, became more important in Rome as time went by, as it was seen to be beneficial in producing effective speakers. In a society where public life was so important, especially among the upper classes, this skill was crucial.

      So, generally, what were the stages of the Roman educational system?

      The first step was a sound moral education, and this began at home with fathers and mothers teaching their children (boys and girls) what Roman mores dictated were right and wrong, duties to family, to Rome, and to the gods themselves. In Ancient Greece, community was central to moral education, but in Rome, it was all about family.

      Formal early education began at age seven and lasted until age eleven. This included reading, writing and arithmetic taught by a litterator or, in Greek, a paidagogus. Both boys and girls received this early education.

      The rich tended to have private tutors for their children, but there were supposedly schools for the poor. This sort of school was known as a ludus litterarius. Because of the low wages paid to a litterator of the time, many such teachers also set up private schools of their own along the Greek tradition. These private schools did not have set locations, but rather moved around.

      Secondary education in Ancient Rome took place from twelve to fifteen years of age, and lessons were taught by a grammaticus.

      The foci here were the literary subjects and the analysis and expression of ideas, and lessons were taught in both Greek and Latin. The purpose of the secondary education (more often of the upper classes) was for general education, but also to prepare for the all-important training in rhetoric. Many classical Greek texts were used, but as time passed and more Latin writers emerged, texts would have included the works of Ennius, Virgil and others.

      Again, secondary education would have taken place in private, or in groups in various places.

      The final major stage of education in Ancient Rome was training in rhetoric.

      Few studied rhetoric with a rhetor, but those who did tended to be boys over the age of sixteen with a view to public life and a long climb up the Cursus Honorum, the sequence of official offices in the career of a Roman politician.

      The goal of training in rhetoric was to perfect one’s political oratory and skill in debate so as to be ready for a senatorial career, or, during the Imperial age when the Senate lost influence, for a career as an advocate in the law courts.

      After all of this, there was one possible final stage of education that was limited to a rare few from the elite of Rome’s upper classes, and that was the study of philosophy.

      This required means, and perhaps leisure, but was seen as the pinnacle of education in philhellene circles. Students who sought an advanced education in philosophy usually went abroad to a centre of philosophy in Greece, such as one of the schools at Athens.

      Most Romans did not pursue this course of learning, but those who did no doubt found their lives greatly enriched, and their speaking skills from the rostra of the Forum Romanum expertly honed.

      So, there you have it! A whirlwind look at the educational system of Ancient Rome.

      I hope you’ve found it informative and useful, and that the next time you go to a class of your own (or look back on one), remember that in our learning, we are standing on the shoulders of giants.
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            Marriage and Divorce in Ancient Rome

          

        

      

    

    
      Are you married? Are you divorced? Do you have children? Have you remarried?

      These questions are as normal today as they were in Ancient Rome. Marriage and divorce were common in the ancient world. We’ve inherited them from our ancient ancestors, but with some tweaks to how they are perceived, their sanctity, and the laws surrounding them.

      As ever, the Romans did things a little differently than we do today.

      Let’s take a brief look at marriage and divorce in Ancient Rome.

      

      With respect to character or soul one should expect that it be habituated to self-control and justice, and in a word, naturally disposed to virtue. These qualities should be present in both man and wife. For without sympathy of mind and character between husband and wife, what marriage can be good, what partnership advantageous? How could two human beings who are base have sympathy of spirit one with the other? Or how could one that is good be in harmony with one that is bad?

      
        
        (Gaius Musonius Rufus, Lectures and Sayings, XIII)

      

      

      

      When it comes to Ancient Rome, more is known to us about the families of the upper classes regarding marriage and divorce.

      Marriage was central to Roman life, and at the heart of Roman virtues. At one point, as we’ll see, it was even a legal duty!

      As in Ancient Greece, Roman marriages were always monogamous. That’s not to say Roman men did not have mistresses, slaves, or prostitutes, but they were only permitted one wife.

      Also, a full Roman marriage was possible only if both parties were Roman citizens, or if they had been granted a conubium, permission to marry.

      Officially, men were permitted to marry from fourteen years of age, and women from the age of twelve. This seems inconceivable to us, and it may also have been so for Romans since in actual practice, marriage did not usually take place until after twenty years of age.

      Before a marriage could take place, there was a formal betrothal known as a sponsalia. This could take place, especially among the upper classes, when the children were young, and was arranged by the father of each family, the paterfamilias.

      Before about 445 B.C. Patricians were not permitted to marry Plebeians, and a free person could not marry a freedman or freedwoman, although this last point was altered by the legal changes instituted by Emperor Augustus – except for senators! More on the changes Augustus made shortly.

      When we think of marriage in Ancient Rome, we often have a perception of marriage only for political reasons or some other gain. This was certainly true among the nobles of Rome.

      However, marriage was in fact a private act most of the time. It required the following: the consent of bother partners (though still dictated by the paterfamilias of each family), the living together of the man and woman with the intention of forming a lasting union, and sometimes a dos, or dowry.

      Whereas today, when a man and woman get married, they sign a registry along with their witnesses, there was no prescribed formula or written contract in Roman weddings, except in the instance where a dowry was offered.

      Furthermore, the marriage ceremonies had no legal status. They only indicated that a marriage now existed, the same as a dowry. Both were moral, rather than legal, requirements.

      When a woman got married in the early days of Rome, she was supposed to go from her father’s house, under his control, to her husband’s house and control, in manu mariti. However, by the end of the Roman Republic, a woman, though married, remained in the control of her father, sine manu, for as long as her father lived.

      A Roman woman was not absorbed into a husband’s family.

      Changes were certainly afoot in Ancient Rome when it came to marriage, and by the reign of Augustus and the beginning of the Empire, marriage became unpopular and birth rates dropped.

      This crisis of the Roman population is what led Augustus to create reforms around marriage laws.

      Augustus decreed that all men between the ages 25 and 60, and women between 20 and 50, had to marry and have children.

      The Emperor also instituted the ius trium liberorum, the right of three children, which instituted privileges for parents of three or more children. Some of these privileges included being excused from some civil duties, or being permitted to receive inheritances intended for their children.

      So what did a Roman wedding look like?

      Weddings were more religious than legal in Ancient Rome. They had to take place on an auspicious day, and not on the Kalendae (the first day of the month), Nonae (the fifth day of the month), or Idus (the fifteenth day of the month) of any month, nor during the months of May and February. June was the preferred month for marriages.

      A conferatio wedding ceremony was the most serious, oldest, and most solemn of Roman weddings. It was attended by the Flamen Dialis (High Priest of Jupiter), and the Pontifex Maxiums (High Priest of the College of Pontifs), and during the ceremony the sacred panis farreus, or spelt bread, was shared. It was nearly impossible to become divorced if you were married in conferatio.

      But the average Roman wedding ceremony was of a less severe nature.

      At the average Roman wedding, the auspices were taken to ensure it could proceed with the gods’ blessing. There was a sacrifice of an animal, such as a pig, and then there was a banquet, or convivium. Afterward, the bride and groom might exchange gifts.

      There were roughly three stages to the ceremony. First, there would be a ceremony in the home of the bride. Then, there would be a procession of both families to the home of the groom where a banquet would be served at the husband’s expense.

      Marriage was all well and good for the Romans, but what happened when things soured? How did they deal with divorce?

      Well, as it turns out, the Romans had a much more relaxed view when it came to divorce than we do today. We actually know a bit more about Roman divorce than we do about marriage.

      Unlike certain faiths today, especially since the Middle Ages, there was no religious ban on divorce in Ancient Rome.

      Perhaps more importantly, there was no social stigma attached to it, or to a divorced spouse.

      In the early days of the Republic, a man could divorce his wife on the grounds of adultery, but the same did not go for the woman. In Ancient Rome, it was accepted that men would have mistresses, concubines, and frequent the brothel, or lupanar.

      A man could also divorce his wife if she was thought to be infertile. This was obviously long before thinking around lazy sperm or sterility in men!

      However, the women of Rome must have rejoiced in part when, during the late Republic, men and women could initiate divorce without having to give a reason!

      

      Men who do not like to see their wives eat in their company are thus teaching them to stuff themselves when alone. So those who are not cheerful in the company of their wives, nor join with them in sportiveness and laughter, are thus teaching them to seek their own pleasures apart from their husbands.

      
        
        (Plutarch, Moralia, XV)

      

      

      In Ancient Rome, divorce was actually common, especially among the upper classes who often used marriage as a way to solidify political alliances, depending on which way the wind was blowing.

      It is estimated that one in six Roman marriages ended in divorce in the first ten years, and that one in six marriages ended through the death of a spouse.

      The good news for Roman women was that upon divorce, a woman’s dowry was to be returned.

      But what happened after divorce?

      Well, as often happens today, people did remarry. It was a frequent occurrence, but sadly, it appears to have been more socially acceptable for men who could remarry with ease, whereas it was more difficult for a woman to remarry after a divorce.

      If one was a widow, it was actually made law by Augustus’ reforms that you were required to remarry!

      We’ve only really scratched the surface of marriage and divorce in Ancient Rome here, but I hope it has given you an idea of that part of the ancient everyday lives of Romans.

      We’ve focussed more on the ceremonial and standard practices around weddings, as well as the laws around marriage and divorce. However, one thing we have not looked at is the human element.

      It’s all fine and good to have the laws or rules for such things jotted down on a piece of papyrus, or upon the surface of a wax tablet, but at the end of the day, the strengths and weaknesses, personalities and passions of the individuals involved would have made marriage and divorce in Ancient Rome as vast, varied and confusing as it is today.

      This was just another look at how the everyday life of Romans was similar, but at the same time, different, to our own.
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