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The Akkadian Empire occupied one of the places most significant in the history of ancient civilization. From around 2334 BC until approximately 2154 BC, it was the world's first true empire, which established a very significant point in man's history. Before ascending into the status of an empire, Mesopotamia was a mosaic of independent city-states, each with different rulers, customs, and spheres of influence. Under the far-sighted Sargon of Akkad, all these distinct entities were fused into a single empire. This meant not only a new landscape but also the basis for changing the whole concept of empires as we know them now.

The importance of the Akkadian Empire really exceeds its frontiers in land. This empire introduced a new model of political authority where a single sovereign could exert control over a vast area, supervise resources, and administer a varied range of societies and populations. Sargon's empire brought the Sumerians of the south together with those of northern Akkad and provided a milieu that shaped, in unequal ways, the future mixing of their greatly varied cultures, languages, and traditions. The vast African Empire also innovated in aspects of administrative and military strategies and cultural exchanges that would later shape most of the later empires.
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