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Author’s Note

	This novel is a work of historical fiction where fact and imagination intersect. While it draws upon the actual deeds of Lee Wan-yong, the land seizures during the Japanese colonial period, and the social conflicts surrounding the recovery of pro-Japanese assets after liberation, the dialogue, inner monologues, and specific scenes have been reconstructed through creative imagination.

	History is not merely a record of the past; it is a mirror for all of us living in the present. Through this story, I wish to ask how one human’s greed can be perpetuated through laws and systems, and what the persistence of ordinary people fighting against that greed truly means.

	History can be forgiven, but it must never be forgotten.

	 


1. Overture: The Funeral of 1926 — Wealth Enjoyed as the Price of Betrayal

	The Golden Palanquin in the Sleet

	On February 13, 1926, the sky over Gyeongseong (Seoul) hung low. The sleet that had been fluttering since morning turned into black muddy water the moment it touched the cold earth, soaking the feet of passersby. However, in front of the mansion at 19 Okin-dong, where a massive gate stood guard, the atmosphere was filled with a solemn and brilliant authority that even the foul weather could not violate.

	Japanese imperial police, led by cavalry, set up layers of barricades. Their eyes, fixed behind upright bayonets, held a murderous intent to protect a "national treasure" rather than the sorrow of mourning. Beyond them, a constant stream of rickshaws carrying Korean nobles and Japanese high officials arrived. The largest, most luxurious, and simultaneously most insulting funeral procession in Korean history was about to begin.

	Inside the courtyard, the coffin wrapped in silk was covered with a crimson embroidered shroud once bestowed by Emperor Gojong. It featured a dragon motif stitched in gold thread. It was a cruel irony: the shroud of a fallen royalty covered the coffin of the man who had handed over the entire nation. Beside the coffin lay a massive wreath sent by Prince Yi Eun from Japan, and the "Grand Cordon of the Supreme Order of the Chrysanthemum"—the highest honor bestowed by Emperor Taisho—shone with a piercing golden light.

	The expressions of those coming and going were varied. Korean nobles struggled to perform the appropriate look of grief, while Japanese officials did not hide their pride, as if this funeral symbolized the "Completion of Naeseon-ilche" (the unity of Japan and Korea). But the Korean commoners, stealing glances from a distance at the corner of the alley, were different. Their eyes held not sorrow or fear, but a simmering, boiling rage.
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