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      Prologue

      A blue moon floated high in the sky, and the night breeze chilled me to the bone—it wasn’t quite spring yet.

      “Although actually, I suppose the real reason I’m cold is all the blood I’ve lost...”

      I let my gaze fall from the sky to my own body. I had lost my right arm, and my left leg was barely attached but hideously crushed and completely useless. My body was covered in wounds, and although they had stopped bleeding a while ago, I knew I was done for. With my barely intact right leg, I forced myself upright and leaned against a wall.

      “I figured it wouldn’t be such a bad way to go—watching the sunrise in my final moments. But it’s looking like I won’t make it that long...”

      I had always assumed I would lead an ordinary life, but that changed in an instant when I was hit by a car. If it had killed me outright, that wouldn’t have been too remarkable. For all the talk of collision avoidance systems in recent years, the number of fatalities from autonomous vehicles still hadn’t been reduced to zero. It wasn’t unthinkable that I would die that way. 

      The real surprise was that my death was immediately reversed by an entity calling himself an evil god. At the time, I had no idea what was happening, and even after the “evil” god transported me to another world, everything felt unreal to me.

      “Well, I suppose I can’t complain. My second life has actually been pretty decent.”

      The god hadn’t blessed me with a skill that let me cheat my way through life, but the skill I did get was powerful enough. Thanks to that, I’d managed to live an enjoyable and carefree year and a half.

      “Yeah, I guess I don’t really have any regrets.”

      With my life in Japan cut short, my new life in this world had been like an extra stage in a video game, so I’d decided to enjoy it to the fullest rather than trying my hardest to survive as long as I could.

      “Maybe I could’ve taken a different path, but there’s no point thinking about that now.”

      I had followed my heart and fulfilled my desires, so I had no regrets leftover from my previous life. I took a deep breath and gazed up into the sky again.

      Chapter 1—Incident Investigation

      The escort quest had taken us almost a month, but now we’d finally completed it and returned to Pining. Viscount Nernas had told us that we could rest at his mansion if we so desired, and we’d taken him up on that offer. It would honestly have been more relaxing to stay at an inn, but we’d stayed at the mansion once before while preparing to leave for the wedding, and the viscount himself had told us that this would save him the trouble of asking us to drop by again in the future, so we really couldn’t say no.

      We all got a good night’s sleep. The viscount allowed us ample time to rest and recover; it was the afternoon of the next day before he sent his butler, Wiesel-san, to check on us. 

      Wiesel-san led us to a room where Viscount Nernas, Illias-sama, and Arlene-san were waiting for us. At the viscount’s behest, we sat down on the sofa in front of them.

      Viscount Nernas looked directly at me. “First of all, I would like to thank your party for escorting my daughter to and from the wedding,” he said. “I am deeply grateful that you fended off those would-be assassins.”

      The viscount bowed his head, and Illias-sama politely voiced her gratitude as well. “Thank you very much. You truly saved my life.”

      But I just shook my head lightly. “We were just doing our duty as bodyguards.”

      The assailants had been much stronger than we’d expected, but the viscount couldn’t be faulted for failing to prepare us; he couldn’t have anticipated that outcome. And as I’d said, we’d been hired as bodyguards, so we could hardly complain. It would have been preferable if the viscount had taken extra time to prepare and assigned additional troops to protect his daughter, but a noble house that could afford to take such measures wouldn’t have needed to hire adventurers like us in the first place.

      “Ekart told me of your valiant deeds,” said Nernas. “Alone, our household troops would likely have failed to protect Illias. In the end, our present personnel shortage became an unexpected boon. I suppose your party hardly benefitted, however.”

      “We’re just glad that we didn’t have too much trouble protecting Illias-sama,” I said.

      I did feel an urge to complain about my party’s bad luck, but I swallowed it and forced myself to smile instead. Illias-sama smiled shyly back at me, and the viscount chuckled briefly.
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