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      Chapter 55: Thus Begins the Second Year

      People have feared the dark since times of old, believing creatures unhuman stalked the night. But in a world of the unhuman, night belonged to the people. The Red Planet harbored four such species: the prosperous Elfe skilled in magic, the Chimäre beastmen, the winged Volgel who soared through the skies, and the light-hating vampires who ruled the night. One such vampire was a young girl named Mercedes Grunewald, and this year, she had turned twelve years old.

      Although born as the eldest daughter of a duke, her lot in life was hardly blessed. Her father, Bernhard Grunewald, shunned his concubines and their children, abandoning them in an old, dilapidated mansion. Still, Mercedes’s birthright as a possible heir meant he provided them with funds—the bare amount to support her and her mother. But the moment he decided on an heir that wasn’t Mercedes, she, her mother, and their loving maid were to be thrown to the wolves.

      At least, that’s what Mercedes assumed, so she set her sights on the sole job accessible to anyone—that of a Seeker. She would travel and conquer dungeons, garnering the strength needed to support herself on her own. And it went well for her. She gained an Ashura ogre named Benkei and schwarz wolfang named Kuro as companions, as well as complete control of one of this world’s numerous dungeons.

      However, fate has a way of defying one’s expectations. Despite finally gaining everything she needed to live independently from her father, she accidentally caught his attention. As a result, Mercedes and her mother, her sisters Monika and Margaret, and her older brothers Gottfried and Felix all began to live under one roof at the Grunewalds’ main manor.

      Well, that just meant she had to use these circumstances to her advantage. Having switched gears, she enrolled in Edelrot Academy the year prior, dedicating herself to her studies and reaching new heights in order to one day live without Bernhard—or perhaps, one day fight him should their superficially amicable relationship turn sour.

      However, during her school days, she became embroiled in a struggle for the throne, and the combined efforts of her and her father ousted the foolish king, instating the true heir, Princess Sieglinde, in his place.

      Once the chaos had subsided, Mercedes shifted her focus to increasing her magical capabilities. Dungeon owners could carry their dungeons around as weapons and command the monsters inside as they pleased. Thus, she summoned a goblin hexer—a skilled magician—as her tutor and began her training, though she saw no immediate results. Wanting to maintain her nimble frame, she shirked the method of increasing magical power that the goblin had adopted—gaining fat—and decided to use the same method as her classmate and aunt, Hannah. In other words, she would store mana, but not mass.
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