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    Chapter 1—Dumb Politics


    On April 7, 2018, the official Twitter of the Women’s March tweeted, “The shutting down of Backpage is an absolute crisis for sex workers who rely on the site to safely get in touch with clients. Sex workers’ rights are women’s rights.”1 The Women’s March organization is a left-wing group whose aim, according to its website, is to “create a society in which women—including black women; native women; poor women; immigrant women; disabled women; Muslim women; [and] lesbian, queer, and trans women—are free and able to care for and nurture their families, however they are formed, in safe and healthy environments free from structural impediments.” In addition to promoting other left-wing causes, the Women’s March advocates that “women deserve to live full and healthy lives, free of all forms of violence against our bodies.”


    So now that the almighty righteousness of the Women’s March has been established, it is important to look at its defense of Backpage—the former website www.backpage.com. Backpage was an online forum designed to provide local classifieds—but which mostly served as an outlet for prostitution. The law eventually caught up with Backpage, and an investigation revealed that some of the prostitution ads on the website included minors as young as fourteen, as well as other women who had been forced into sex trafficking. Yes, that’s right, the Women’s March—champion of all women’s rights—described the shutting down of Backpage as a “crisis.” The active abuse and exploitation of women lost one of its greatest outlets, and America gained a serious calamity on its hands. Not only is it a crisis, according to the Women’s March, but it is also infringing on sex workers’ rights. The March made this claim as if completely oblivious to the fact that sex workers gave up their “workers’ rights” when they began working in an illegal profession. It is comparable to advocating against the unlawful seizure of drugs from drug dealers because they have now lost potential profit on their supply. Drug dealers, much like prostitutes, don’t have the same workers’ rights and have committed the worst crime of all against the federal government: income tax evasion. The Women’s March is the epitome of what I call “dumb politics.”


    Dumb politics is that act of promoting policies and ideas that subsidize groups at the expense of others. It ignores the negative laws of unintended consequences and the third-party outcomes, it becomes hypocritical in equity and equality, it uses emotional responses over rational analysis, and it uses derogatory vernacular to promote class and social warfare. Although the Women’s March founders’ reasoning may be rooted in the best intentions, it operates under an umbrella of inclusiveness that conflicts with the very mission it is trying to achieve. Its cause is hypocritical, its message is ironic, and its stance wavers constantly.


    Dumb politics can spread from one generation and completely metastasize into the next. Ask any “woke” (a term once used to refer to awareness of systemic racism that has now been transformed to define one’s self-perceived intellectual superiority in politics and social justice) millennial what special interest group in Washington is responsible for the alarming death toll in the United States, and the answer would probably be the National Rifle Association (NRA). Never mind the hundreds of thousands of deaths Planned Parenthood is directly responsible for each year at the taxpayers’ expense. Even late-night TV show comedian Jimmy Kimmel said the NRA has the Republican Party’s “balls in a money clip.”2 Yet Planned Parenthood has donated nearly the same amount to individual candidates as the NRA since 2012.3 Jimmy appears to have his balls caught in a dumb politics vise. That kind of testicular snare would make anyone woke.


    But recognizing the irony of this scenario requires cognitive thinking. Dumb politics hates cognitive thinking and prefers the naivety of assimilation. By promoting left-wing values, individuals have become less individual and instead conform to those same statist values largely fostered in media, entertainment, culture, big business, and universities. That conformity of thought leads to the reelection of political hacks who exploit the malleable minds of the young and uninformed which, in turn, leads to simply dumb politics. In today’s world, it is easy to be a liberal. Generations are becoming more and more susceptible to a herd mentality.


    In fact, dumb politics is fostering a generation of high dependency. Consider a study done by the Pew Research Center that found that 33 percent of those 25-29 lived with their parents or grandparents in 2016.4 Those aged 18-34 living at home surpassed all other living arrangements in 2014 for the first time in more than 130 years. Now, there are many reasons why young people would choose to live with their parents other than being dependent, such as requiring assisted living. However, it is important to point out the standard of acceptable dependency. Millennials receive the worst reputation out of any generation yet, but their parents have advanced this standard of acceptable dependency. This is mirrored in government, where those elected officials, especially the so-called conservatives, continue programs that create perverse incentives that set the standards for incoming representatives. When politicians tell a generation that it is their right to earn $15 an hour without any increase in output, or it is their right to a free education without knowledge of economic consequences, acceptable dependency has been created. One generation fosters the next.


    There is a reason why filmmaker and activist Michael Moore wants to lower the voting age to sixteen, a movement that alarmingly has the support of many others. Those at age sixteen are undereducated compared to those at current voting ages, lack real work experience, have little to no fiscal responsibility, and are susceptible to idea conditioning. They comprise the perfect liberal voters Democrats can always count on to vote for them: undereducated, unemployed, irresponsible, and easily influenced. While there are a lot of 16-year-olds who have more of a financial burden and heavier responsibilities that have propelled their experience beyond their years, the majority in the United States do not share those experiences. Not all opinions are created equal. You do not ask 16-year-olds their choice between a traditional 401(k) vs. a Roth IRA. Yet Michael Moore is promoting the idea that the world needs to revolve around those opinions, and those voices should be heard equally. Michael Moore, age 64, is an example of one generation fostering the next. The New York Times posted an article titled “Why We Should Lower the Voting Age to 16,” in which Professor Laurence Steinberg states:


    The last time the United States lowered the federal voting age was in 1971, when it went from 21 to 18. In that instance, the main motivating force was outrage over the fact that 18-year-olds could be sent to fight in Vietnam but could not vote. The proposal to lower the voting age to 16 is motivated by today’s outrage that those most vulnerable to school shootings have no say in how such atrocities are best prevented. Let’s give those young people more than just their voices to make a change.5


    Using Steinberg’s logic, then 15- and even 14-year-old high schoolers should be able to vote because they are susceptible to school violence as well. Laurence Steinberg, age 65, is also an example of one generation fostering the next.


    That’s exactly how dumb politics spreads. It is the generational nurturing of the idea that everyone’s opinion matters and that they are victims of society, not their own self-determination. This is why being critical of obesity and concerned for health has turned into “fat shaming.” It is why “involuntary celibacy” (those who want to have sex but cannot find a partner) has somehow become a societal problem, with victims known as “incels” blaming unreasonable standards of sexuality. Yes, this truly is a thing. These people believe they cannot have sex because they are victims of society; thus, we need to redistribute sex. The belief that all inequality is due to victimization is spreading. There is always someone else to blame, whether it is capitalism, white people (irony is lost when all world problems are blamed on white people), racism, or the patriarchy. Richard Edmond Vargas of CNN blames the patriarchy for everything violent in our society in his piece titled, “Guns Alone Don’t Kill People, Patriarchy Kills People.” Vargas states, “It is no secret, especially these days, that we live in a patriarchal society. Why are we continually surprised when a man takes up arms and commits mass murder?” Vargas goes even further, stating the following:


    When I was 19, I followed this script and decided that committing robberies was an acceptable way to deal with the fact that I couldn’t pay my rent. Though my girlfriend offered to help me pay it, I saw accepting a woman’s help as weakness and decided to rob instead. That led to me being sentenced to 10 years in state prison.6


    This victimhood mentally helps Vargas escape the realities of his own decision-making. Patriarchy is to blame for him robbing people, not his own idiotic and criminal behavior. Someone else is always to blame. Dumb politics is the way out of accepting responsibility. Vargas goes on to explain how the patriarchy cultivates inherent violence in men. If men are too aggressive to lead, then is it safe to say women are too emotional to lead? Are we truly in a patriarchal society, or have we been moving toward more balanced leadership among genders? Dumb politics says no.


    When society is not getting the blame, dumb politics is forcing its values onto those who dare not comply with the liberal agenda. A great example of this force can be seen in what was formerly known as the Boy Scouts. The Boy Scouts was an all-male organization designed to help promote character development and outdoorsmanship, growing boys into young men. However, political correctness took hold of this century-long tradition and forced it to include girls in this patriarchal institution. Dumb politics does not look at the unintended consequences in the face of political correctness. Now the Girl Scouts of America is clamoring for membership, and this female empowerment organization is suffering from those who claim to speak for all women’s rights. It is funny how the only group that benefits from this transformation is the male organization, whereas the female organization, which was declining in membership before this change, will be the one that suffers most. Dumb politics does not see the irony. Again, dumb politics’ perverse incentives strike again.


    Fomenting change just for the sake of change is a dumb politics prerogative. Let’s take an institution like the NFL and implement change on the basis of inclusion and diversity. Then try to be honest with yourself about what would happen to the quality of the NFL if it were to force more white players and women onto each team. Is it fair to say that the quality of play would be diminished? Of course, but dumb politics, which promotes equality over all else, even if it makes everyone equally miserable and the institution suffers, would disagree. Intellectual leftists state that their goal is equity over equality in the sense that everyone is given the same chance to succeed. Yet affirmative action hiring is still in place, and college acceptance preference to minorities is still practiced. This puts other races at a disadvantage of opportunity, as merits are based solely on race.


    This disadvantage does not apply just to whites. A coalition of more than 60 organizations accused Harvard of holding unreasonably higher standards for Asian-American applicants than other races.7 How can this be perceived as equity? Equity over equality is not achieved when one group suffers at the expense of another.


    With dumb politics, you not only get perverse incentives, but also set an impossible standard of satisfaction. In 2017, Pepsi ran an ad that caused so much backlash that it sparked a response from the company stating: “Pepsi was trying to project a global message of unity, peace and understanding. Clearly, we missed the mark, and we apologize. We did not intend to make light of any serious issue. We are removing the content and halting any further rollout.”8 What was this appalling ad that caused Pepsi to put out such a remorseful statement? The ad was accused of “appropriating” the Black Lives Matter movement when white reality celebrity and model Kendall Jenner hands a Pepsi to a police officer standing in formation at a blockade to a simulated protest march, which prompts happy cheers of celebration when the officer accepts the Pepsi.


    It would seem that this commercial had everything needed to satisfy a progressive mindset. A woman in a hijab: check. Ethnic diversity in nearly every single frame: check. Peace signs: check. Marching in protest: check. Transgendered people: check. Homosexuals: check. Oblivious young celebrity using a chance to virtue signal: double check. Some poor dumb soul in that marketing meeting for Pepsi reached deep into his or her bleeding heart for an idea that surely would be invincible to any criticism except from those bigoted right wingers. Unfortunately, they were wrong, and it failed to appease the very demographic it was intended for. The need for dumb politics to appease everyone is an erroneous strategy that typically backfires. If Shaun King, a prominent activist and vanguard to the Black Lives Matter, can lie about being a black man to raise his status in the movement, then who is truly culturally appropriating the cause? But that kind of critical thinking is lost in dumb politics. When Rachel Dolezal, an infamous white woman who thinks she is black, lied about being a black woman to become the president of a local chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, dumb politics allowed her to claim race as a “social construct.”9 This kind of behavior is not just an embarrassment; it is a byproduct of a society that nurtures the idea of transforming any idea, sex, or race.


    This book is not intended to demoralize or even discredit anyone left of center as being “dumb.” Since my own political affiliations are apparent within the first few sentences of this book, I would be remiss if I did not admit that there are highly intelligent liberals out there whose knowledge exceeds the boundaries of politics. Hell, at one point, even Jimmy Carter trained to become a nuclear engineer officer, which takes a considerable amount of intelligence, one would hope. Although a majority of the ideas and issues presented here battle the platforms of social liberalism, it is worth noting that progressivism has advanced some significant strides in civil rights, as well as individual liberties for women. Then again, it has produced some utter failures, such as the Occupy Wall Street movement, which collapsed under its own convoluted message and misdirected efforts.


    It is also naive to assume dumb politics applies only to liberalism because plenty of it has been seen within the Republican Party. Although conservatism can be expressed simply by a preference for government taking a limited role in society, Republicans have battled individual freedoms—most predominantly in gay rights. The fight for individualism becomes counterproductive when Republicans allow the government to define what constitutes traditional marriage by using their religious beliefs to limit the freedoms of individuals. Why does the government’s role need to be that deep in people’s lives? Who are they to deny anyone those rights? It is a dangerous path for conservatives to allow this over-inflated bureaucracy that much control. The argument passes to states’ rights, but guess what? State governments are merely smaller extensions of an overbearing bureaucracy that has the power to repudiate individual rights as much as any federal overreach. This type of hypocrisy certainly falls within the definition of dumb politics.


    Freedom can be easily defined as the ability to express ideas and political points unreservedly and without consequences. I certainly would not want to live in a world that prohibits any mindset that differs from my own. The idea is not to dismiss any forms of thought, whether you are a Democrat or a Republican. The ideas promoted by dumb politics are ironic, hypocritical, and contemptible. Dumb politics is Bernie Sanders preaching the importance of multicultural diversity when he represents a state that stands as one of the whitest states in America at 96 percent.10 Dumb politics is a teenage “activist” wearing a Che Guevara shirt while attending a rally for peace.


    Dumb politics is nothing new. Dumb politics comes in cycles of refurbished ideas packaged as protection against ideas that harm the social safe space. Woodrow Wilson (beloved president of the Progressive Era) passed the Sedition Act of 1918 that banned “uttering, printing, writing, or publishing any disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or abusive language about the United States government or the military.” Replace the words “United States government” and “military” with social justice and progressive entitlement, and you have the current censorship from an administered liberal agenda.


    One of the major themes discussed throughout this book is the idea and principle of individualism, especially as it relates to collectivism. The idea of individualism is simple; it is the ability as well as the desire to be self-reliant and live life as you see fit to your individual virtues, ideas, judgments, and values. Individualism is what made the founding of our country unique in the sense that we have God-given rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness with limited government intervention. These rights are preserved for the individual and cannot be interfered with by any other individual or entity. In the pursuit of happiness, it is believed that each individual should retain the product of his or her labors, the idea being that individuals are entitled to what they produce, as opposed to being entitled to the production of others. Self-interest is promoted over the interest of the state, group, and community. With individualism, individuals are free from group norms that bond them to certain ideas based on things such as race, social status, and gender. For example, if an individual is black, he or she has to be a Democrat. If an individual is a hillbilly, he or she has to be a Republican. If an individual is a Philadelphia Eagles fan, he or she has to be a terrible person. Individuals belong to their self-interests, not the conformity of others.


    Former slave Frederick Douglass wrote a letter to his ex-master after running away with a fascinating case of individualism.


    “I am myself; you are yourself; we are two distinct persons, equal persons. What you are, I am. You are a man, and so am I. God created both, and made us separate beings. I am not by nature bound to you, or you to me. Nature does not make your existence depend upon me, or mine to depend upon yours. I cannot walk upon your legs, or you upon mine. I cannot breathe for you, or you for me; I must breathe for myself, and you for yourself. We are distinct persons, and are each equally provided with faculties necessary to our individual existence. In leaving you, I took nothing but what belonged to me, and in no way lessened your means for obtaining an honest living. Your faculties remained yours, and mine became useful to their rightful owner.”11


    Collectivism is the opposite approach. The individual belongs to a community and needs to act accordingly to benefit the welfare of the state over their self-interest. There is no individual gain unless it comes with the benefit of the overall group and individuals must sacrifice themselves to the betterment of that faction. The value of an individual is measured based on the contribution to the group he or she serves. In collectivism, a single identity is established to a collective group rather than an individual. The roots of collectivism are seen in other “isms” such as socialism, fascism, communism, and Marxism.


    Melissa Harris-Perry summed up a notion of collectivism while discussing public education during an ad for MSNBC. She stated that:


    “We have never invested in public education as much as we should have, because we’ve always had kind of a private notion of children. Your kid is yours, and totally your responsibility. We haven’t had a very collective notion of ‘These are our children;’ so part of it is that we have to break through our kind of private idea that kids belong to their parents, or kids belong to their families, and recognize that kids belong to whole communities. Once it’s everybody’s responsibility and not just the household’s, then we start making better investments.”12


    This is collectivism believing that a government that cannot properly budget and run a public education system can raise children better than individual parents. Collectivism wants to allow the government the ability to decide what is best for individuals and government.


    The criticism of Individualism is the belief that it is entrenched in selfishness. Joe Biden declared that “for too long in this society, we have celebrated unrestrained individualism over common community.”13 Selfishness has no concern for others and typically has gains at the expense of others. But the gains in individualism help a society, economy, and families. When one tries to self-improve and live a life that benefits themselves, it tends to extend to others. Individualism does not rely on collectivism. It does not rely on the prosperity of others to attribute to their individual prosperity.


    Dumb politics prefers a collective approach. This helps assimilate groups to believe what they believe. It keeps everyone in line to the established norm.


    This book provides chapter-by-chapter analysis of the political rhetoric and blissful ignorance that has taken hold of a generation. The exploits of the left are described in each chapter:


    Dumb Name Calling—Dumb name calling looks at the dangerous consequences of loosely using terms such as racists, bigots, and fascists. Those who are astute in dumb name calling typically lack knowledge of the term they are so quick to throw out. These influences have created a tribalism effect where groups are now pitted against each other without having substantial arguments or ideas that make us individuals rather than group-thinking machines.


    Dumb Immigration—Seventy-seven percent of lawmakers represent states that do not even share a border with Mexico. U.S. officials have failed the states under Article 4, Section 4 of the U.S. Constitution in regard to the safekeeping of our own country. Border security has shifted from a constitutional protection to a humanitarian crisis that coincidentally benefits one party. This chapter focuses on how the left has exploited this crisis and all the issues associated with a loosely secured border.


    Dumb Economics—Dumb economics ignores the rules of unintended consequences in favor of moral objectives. Achieving equality has replaced the fundamentals of achieving success. The “Dumb Economics” chapter focuses on the blissful ignorance politicians exploit in concepts of wages, employment, taxes, income, and productivity. 


    Dumb Education—Ideology imposition institutions have outlived their purpose of furthering higher education. Instead, diversity of student population is given priority over diversity of thought. The “Dumb Education” chapter takes a deeper look into the assimilation of group thought in education as well as the declining benefits of a college education.
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