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In Search of Agency: Examining Belarusian Society from Below

Felix Ackermann, Mark Berman, Olga Sasunkevich

In 2005, US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice referred to Belarus as the “last remaining true dictatorship in the heart of Europe.”1 In the twelve years since, this image has dominated not just mass media but also scholarly representations of Belarus. In recent times, new contenders to the title of “Europe’s last dictatorship” have appeared: an aggressive and unabashed authoritarianism has risen in Russia and right-wing populism has gathered strength in Central and Western Europe. All the same, the “last dictatorship in Europe” remains a popular metaphor for describing the Belarusian situation. Furthermore, this sobriquet seems to refer to more than the current regime of Aliaksandr Lukashenka.Belarus is depicted as a “Bloodland,” defined
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