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  — PREFACE —


  AN INTEGRAL VIEW


  OF THE UNIVERSE
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  Aristotle considered wonder to be the origin of science and a motive behind all great questions. Wonder, of course, has no place in a scientific inquiry. But it would be wrong to assume that today's scientists do not marvel. As an astrophysicist, I find much that amazes me in the course of my work. Here I reflect on diverse features of the universe that have particularly stirred my amazement, and thus bring myself personally into play.


  In my amazement, I participate in the cosmic performance. In this way I look at the universe a second time, now from a first-person perspective. With this change of perspective, still other existential experiences with which I resonate come into view: I begin to apprehend the universe as a whole. And while God’s presence is not susceptible to scientific demonstration, my personal perception of reality does hint at something or someone beyond what can be scientifically observed.
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