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Introduction

	The fact that you’re reading this book proves to me that you care about your dog more than most dog owners out there.

	The time you’re spending reading these words, the excitement you possess to get started on the training process ahead, and the passion you have for your dog and giving them the best possible life are all things that make me so excited to help you raise and train the dog of your dreams!

	But first, let’s establish a sense of direction for you as you begin this journey. While the willingness to put in the time and work with passion is crucial to your success, what’s just as important is your intent and purpose.

	I can give you the best training methods, techniques, and tutorials in the world, but all that means nothing if you aren’t first asking yourself the tough questions that will give you a sense of purpose to strive for the results and the peace of mind that you want to achieve by training your dog.

	What Do You Want?

	Here is a query I pose to each of my clients. Most dog owners don't have a definitive response, so here are some ideas:

	
	❖ Do you desire a dog with more training?

	❖ Do you desire a stronger bond with your dog?

	❖ Do you wish to eliminate behavior issues that endanger other people's safety?

	❖ Do you want to show off how well-behaved your dog is to everyone?

	❖ Would you like to teach your dog some fun tricks?

	❖ Would you like to train dogs?

	❖ Do you merely want to get better overall with dogs?



	What Do You Want for Your Dog?

	Most dog owners still hesitate to answer this question. They are still debating what they want.

	For this reason, I ask my clients the pointed questions I'm asking you right now. I don't want you to finish this book and think, "This sounds too difficult. All the costs are not worthwhile. I want you to know what you want RIGHT NOW, not tomorrow. Your objectives may alter as you learn about your puppy, canine habits, and how canines think, but you should always be aware of them. They will keep you focused when things get tough (such as if your puppy isn’t being trained as quickly as you’d like) and keep you from getting too excited when you experience a small victory.

	How Bad Do You Want It?

	Raising a puppy may be one of the most difficult tasks a person will ever learn to do. It WILL be a difficult road, emotionally draining, possibly resulting in sleepless nights, and it WILL drive you beyond your comfort level. Why? Because you'll be testing not just one facet of who you are but the essence of who you are. To train your dog, you'll need to have:

	Patience:

	When things don't go as you had hoped, your patience will be put to the test by that inner voice asking, "Why is my puppy taking so long to learn this?" I want a canine companion who pays attention to me.

	Faith:
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