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				 The aim of this ebook is to help learners of Chinese language learn all the basic sounds of Pinyin. This means that the learners must learn the pronunciation of the basic Roman letters and special groups of Roman letters that are used in Pinyin.

				 The Roman letters used in the Pinyin of a Chinese character can be divided into two parts. The first part is called the initial and the remaining part the final.

				 This Volume covers the initials and the simple finals composed of 1 vowel. The companion Volume II covers the finals composed of more than 1 vowel and the special combinations of letters.

				   To use this book and the companion Volume II to learn Pinyin thoroughly and systematically, go through this Volume and the companion Volume II, and familiarise yourself with all the letters and special combinations of letters used in Pinyin. Repeatedly go through every letter and special combination of letters, listen to their sounds and tones. Practice what you have heard and commit them to memory.      

				 In the index (at the end of the Volume), you can find any (Roman) letter or special combination of letters used in Pinyin. If you cannot remember any letter or any special combination of letters used to construct a Pinyin or its pronunciation, you can go to the Index and click on the item to know its location in this Volume to get the information you want.
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				 The Pinyin system is a phonetic alphabet system of the Chinese language that uses the Roman letters to form the basic sounds of the Chinese language. It is used to represent the modern Chinese characters.

				   Pinyin enables one to speak, read and write Chinese without using the Chinese characters.

				   In order to understand and speak Chinese correctly and fluently, one needs to master the basic sounds of Pinyin. This means one must learn and master the pronunciation of all the Roman letters and special combinations of Roman letters used in Pinyin.

				   This Volume and the companion Volume II provide a complete guide on how to pronounce every Roman letter and special combination of Roman letters used to produce all the basic sounds of Pinyin.

				   Since Pinyin uses the Roman letters, it looks like English. However it is not English. One important thing to note is that, although most of the Pinyin letters follow the conventional English phonetics, many letters (for example letter c) or combinations of letters (for example zh) do not. Moreover, Pinyin uses many specific combinations of letters 
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