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      Prologue

      It had been a year since I had come to Yok Village. Having overcome the severe winter and its attending troubles, springtime had finally come for me—in more ways than one.

      Hmm? What do I mean by that, you ask?

      When a girl talked about springtime, there was obviously going to be romance involved.

      Meeting a dashing young man. Love, sparkling memories, and then marriage. Yes—now that’s what I’d call spring!!!

      If I were to go out and poll other adolescent girls, I’m sure eighty percent would agree with me!

      So, that being the case, I went and got married—to Iris.

      Huh? What happened to my dashing young man? Where did the sparkling memories go? That had all been nowhere to be found, except for the “marriage” part.

      Although, I do like Iris. That’s true.

      She might not have been the kind of storybook lover I had been dreaming of, but she had a bright personality, a forthright disposition, and she was a hard worker. Also, the way that she was a bit airheaded, to the point that I felt like I just couldn’t leave her alone despite her being older than me, was kind of cute?

      But do I love her romantically...? Hmm.

      Maybe this was actually better for me in the long run, though? If I’d gone crazy and fallen for a royal like Prince Ferrick, my future would’ve been filled with nothing but trouble.

      Besides, this marriage came with the added bonus of two adoring little sisters, and my new mother-in-law, Diana-san, was kind and a good person too, so all said, it was a really great deal. No one could blame me for having signed on the dotted line, right?

      Yeah... It’s no problem. This marriage wasn’t a mistake at all!

      But had it changed anything between us? Just what we called each other, maybe?

      Nothing in my daily life had changed!

      And obviously, we had no plans for children! It had only been a year since I’d met Iris, so it was a little hard for me to imagine us doing that.

      Maybe someday, but I currently lack the skills to craft the necessary potion, and I’m still having fun working as an alchemist!



      That was how things were going for me. There were some minor changes, but a lot had stayed the same in my daily life. Spring found Yok Village little different from how it had been the year before.

      The largest change had to be the number of gatherers. There was a slow trickle of new people coming in as the snow melted, then the numbers exploded once spring arrived in earnest. There was even a point when there weren’t enough places to lodge all of them.

      In response, there was a move to build new rental houses targeted at the gatherers, some of whom even bought their homes outright, which led to all the villagers being mobilized to help in the massive construction effort.
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