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				Der Gedächtnisverlust, unter dem unser Vater in seinen letzten Jahren litt, traf, wie man sich vorstellen kann, uns alle sehr hart. Vor allem für ihn war die Tatsache, dass dieser Verlust ihn daran hinderte, mit der gewohnten Sorgfalt und Stringenz zu schreiben, eine Quelle des Ärgers und der Verzweiflung. Er hat es uns einmal mit der Klarheit und Genauigkeit eines großen Schriftstellers gesagt: »Die Erinnerung ist zugleich mein Rohstoff und mein Werkzeug. Ohne sie ist alles dahin.«
 
Wir sehen uns im August ist das Ergebnis einer letzten Anstrengung, auch gegen Wind und Wetter weiterhin schöpferisch tätig zu sein. Der Schreibprozess war ein Wettlauf zwischen dem Perfektionismus des Sprachkünstlers und seinen schwindenden geistigen Kräften. Das lange Hin und Her der vielen Textversionen beschreibt unser Freund Cristóbal Pera in seinen Anmerkungen zu dieser Ausgabe sehr viel besser, als wir es könnten. Wir kannten damals nur Gabos abschließendes Urteil: »Dieses Buch taugt nichts. Es muss vernichtet werden.«
 
Wir haben es nicht vernichtet, wir haben es beiseitegelegt – in der Hoffnung, dass die Zeit darüber entscheidet, was zu tun ist. Fast zehn Jahre nach seinem Tod haben wir den Text erneut gelesen und entdeckt, dass er sehr viel und viel Genussreiches zu bieten hat. In der Tat fehlt ihm der Feinschliff von Gabos großen Büchern, er weist ein paar Stolperstellen und gewisse Unstimmigkeiten auf, nichts jedoch, was daran hindern würde, auch hier zu genießen, was Gabos Werk auszeichnet: seine Erfindungskraft, die Poesie der Sprache, das fesselnde Erzählen, sein Menschenbild und die Zuneigung, mit der er sich den Erlebnissen seiner Figuren und deren Missgeschicken, insbesondere in der Liebe, widmet. Die Liebe – vielleicht das zentrale Thema seines gesamten Werks.
 
Da wir das Buch nun sehr viel besser fanden als erinnerlich, kamen wir auf einen neuen Gedanken: Ebendie eingeschsränkten Fähigkeiten, die unserem Vater nicht erlaubten, das Buch zu einem Ende zu bringen, hinderten ihn auch daran zu erfassen, wie gut es ungeachtet seiner kleinen Mängel war. Es war ein Akt des Verrats, als wir beschlossen, über alle anderen Erwägungen die Freude seiner Leser zu stellen. Wenn es ihnen gefällt, wird Gabo uns womöglich verzeihen.
 
Rodrigo und Gonzalo García Barcha
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				AM 16. AUGUST NACHMITTAGS kam sie mit der Drei-Uhr-Fähre wieder einmal auf die Insel. Sie trug Jeans, eine Bluse im Schottenkaro, einfache, flache Schuhe ohne Strümpfe, einen Sonnenschirm aus Satin, ihre Handtasche und als einziges Gepäck ein Köfferchen. Vor der Schlange der Taxis am Kai steuerte sie direkt auf ein altes, vom Meersalz angefressenes Modell zu. Der Chauffeur begrüßte sie wie ein alter Freund und fuhr sie holpernd durch den ärmlichen Ort mit seinen Häusern aus Rohr und Lehm, den mit Palmwedeln gedeckten Dächern und dem glühenden Sand der Straßen vor einem Meer in Flammen. Der Fahrer musste zickzack fahren, um den unerschrockenen Schweinen und den nackten Kindern, die ihn mit Torero-Finten neckten, auszuweichen. Am Ende des Dorfes bog er in eine Allee aus Königspalmen, an der die Strände und die Touristenhotels zwischen dem offenen Meer und einer von blauen Reihern bevölkerten Lagune lagen. Endlich hielt er vor dem ältesten und schäbigsten Hotel.
Der Concierge wartete mit dem Schlüssel für das einzige auf die Lagune hinausgehende Zimmer des zweiten Stocks und dem ausgefüllten Anmeldebogen, den sie nur noch unterschreiben musste. Sie sprang die Treppe hinauf und betrat das einfache Zimmer, das fast völlig von dem riesigen Ehebett eingenommen war und nach frischem Insektenspray roch. Aus ihrer Tasche zog sie ein Necessaire aus Ziegenleder und legte auf den Nachttisch ein aufzuschneidendes Buch, in dem ein elfenbeinerner Brieföffner eine Seite markierte. Sie holte ein rosaseidenes Nachthemd heraus und schob es unter das Kopfkissen. Dann nahm sie ein mit tropischen Vögeln bedrucktes Seidentuch aus der Tasche, eine weiße kurzärmelige Bluse und ein paar alte Tennisschuhe und brachte alles ins Badezimmer.
Bevor sie sich frisch machte, nahm sie den Ehering ab und die Männeruhr, die sie am rechten Arm trug, und legte beides auf die Ablage über dem Waschbecken, spülte sich dann mit schnellen Bewegungen Wasser ins Gesicht, um den Staub der Fahrt abzuwaschen und die Siestamüdigkeit zu vertreiben. Nachdem sie sich abgetrocknet hatte, griff sie prüfend nach ihren Brüsten, die trotz der beiden Geburten rund und hoheitsvoll waren. Sie zog ihre Wangen mit den Handkanten nach hinten, zur Erinnerung daran, wie sie jung ausgesehen hatte. Über die Falten am Hals ging sie hinweg, da war eh nichts mehr zu machen, und wandte sich ihren makellosen, nach dem Mittagessen auf der Fähre frisch geputzten Zähnen zu. Sie rieb mit dem Deodorant die sauber rasierten Achseln ein und zog sich die Bluse aus kühler Baumwolle mit den auf die Tasche gestickten Initialen AMB an. Sie bürstete ihr bis zur Schulter reichendes indianisch glattes Haar, band es mit dem seidenen Vogeltuch zu einem Pferdeschwanz zusammen. Zum Schluss strich sie sich mit einem einfachen Vaselinstift über die trockenen Lippen, leckte die Zeigefinger an und glättete ihre zusammengewachsenen Brauen, tupfte sich das Duftwasser Orienthölzer hinter das eine und das andere Ohr und stellte sich schließlich ihrem Spiegelbild einer herbstlichen Frau und Mutter. Die Haut ohne jede Spur von Kosmetik hatte die Farbe und die Textur von Melasse, und ihre Topasaugen mit den dunklen portugiesischen Lidern waren wunderschön. Sie prüfte sich gründlich, urteilte ohne Erbarmen und fand sich fast so gut, wie sie sich fühlte. Erst als sie Ring und Uhr wieder anlegte, merkte sie, dass es schon spät war: nur noch sechs Minuten vor vier, trotzdem gönnte sie sich eine Minute der Nostalgie und betrachtete die Reiher, die reglos im Gleitflug über die glühende Hitze der Lagune strichen.
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   TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR USE, REPRODUCTION, AND DISTRIBUTION



   1. Definitions.



      "License" shall mean the terms and conditions for use, reproduction,

      and distribution as defined by Sections 1 through 9 of this document.



      "Licensor" shall mean the copyright owner or entity authorized by

      the copyright owner that is granting the License.



      "Legal Entity" shall mean the union of the acting entity and all

      other entities that control, are controlled by, or are under common

      control with that entity. For the purposes of this definition,

      "control" means (i) the power, direct or indirect, to cause the

      direction or management of such entity, whether by contract or

      otherwise, or (ii) ownership of fifty percent (50%) or more of the

      outstanding shares, or (iii) beneficial ownership of such entity.



      "You" (or "Your") shall mean an individual or Legal Entity

      exercising permissions granted by this License.



      "Source" form shall mean the preferred form for making modifications,

      including but not limited to software source code, documentation

      source, and configuration files.



      "Object" form shall mean any form resulting from mechanical

      transformation or translation of a Source form, including but

      not limited to compiled object code, generated documentation,

      and conversions to other media types.



      "Work" shall mean the work of authorship, whether in Source or

      Object form, made available under the License, as indicated by a

      copyright notice that is included in or attached to the work

      (an example is provided in the Appendix below).



      "Derivative Works" shall mean any work, whether in Source or Object

      form, that is based on (or derived from) the Work and for which the

      editorial revisions, annotations, elaborations, or other modifications

      represent, as a whole, an original work of authorship. For the purposes

      of this License, Derivative Works shall not include works that remain

      separable from, or merely link (or bind by name) to the interfaces of,

      the Work and Derivative Works thereof.



      "Contribution" shall mean any work of authorship, including

      the original version of the Work and any modifications or additions

      to that Work or Derivative Works thereof, that is intentionally

      submitted to Licensor for inclusion in the Work by the copyright owner

      or by an individual or Legal Entity authorized to submit on behalf of

      the copyright owner. For the purposes of this definition, "submitted"

      means any form of electronic, verbal, or written communication sent

      to the Licensor or its representatives, including but not limited to

      communication on electronic mailing lists, source code control systems,

      and issue tracking systems that are managed by, or on behalf of, the

      Licensor for the purpose of discussing and improving the Work, but

      excluding communication that is conspicuously marked or otherwise

      designated in writing by the copyright owner as "Not a Contribution."



      "Contributor" shall mean Licensor and any individual or Legal Entity

      on behalf of whom a Contribution has been received by Licensor and

      subsequently incorporated within the Work.



   2. Grant of Copyright License. Subject to the terms and conditions of

      this License, each Contributor hereby grants to You a perpetual,

      worldwide, non-exclusive, no-charge, royalty-free, irrevocable

      copyright license to reproduce, prepare Derivative Works of,

      publicly display, publicly perform, sublicense, and distribute the

      Work and such Derivative Works in Source or Object form.



   3. Grant of Patent License. Subject to the terms and conditions of

      this License, each Contributor hereby grants to You a perpetual,

      worldwide, non-exclusive, no-charge, royalty-free, irrevocable

      (except as stated in this section) patent license to make, have made,

      use, offer to sell, sell, import, and otherwise transfer the Work,

      where such license applies only to those patent claims licensable

      by such Contributor that are necessarily infringed by their

      Contribution(s) alone or by combination of their Contribution(s)

      with the Work to which such Contribution(s) was submitted. If You

      institute patent litigation against any entity (including a

      cross-claim or counterclaim in a lawsuit) alleging that the Work

      or a Contribution incorporated within the Work constitutes direct

      or contributory patent infringement, then any patent licenses

      granted to You under this License for that Work shall terminate

      as of the date such litigation is filed.



   4. Redistribution. You may reproduce and distribute copies of the

      Work or Derivative Works thereof in any medium, with or without

      modifications, and in Source or Object form, provided that You

      meet the following conditions:



      (a) You must give any other recipients of the Work or

          Derivative Works a copy of this License; and



      (b) You must cause any modified files to carry prominent notices

          stating that You changed the files; and



      (c) You must retain, in the Source form of any Derivative Works

          that You distribute, all copyright, patent, trademark, and

          attribution notices from the Source form of the Work,

          excluding those notices that do not pertain to any part of

          the Derivative Works; and



      (d) If the Work includes a "NOTICE" text file as part of its

          distribution, then any Derivative Works that You distribute must

          include a readable copy of the attribution notices contained

          within such NOTICE file, excluding those notices that do not

          pertain to any part of the Derivative Works, in at least one

          of the following places: within a NOTICE text file distributed

          as part of the Derivative Works; within the Source form or

          documentation, if provided along with the Derivative Works; or,

          within a display generated by the Derivative Works, if and

          wherever such third-party notices normally appear. The contents

          of the NOTICE file are for informational purposes only and

          do not modify the License. You may add Your own attribution

          notices within Derivative Works that You distribute, alongside

          or as an addendum to the NOTICE text from the Work, provided

          that such additional attribution notices cannot be construed

          as modifying the License.



      You may add Your own copyright statement to Your modifications and

      may provide additional or different license terms and conditions

      for use, reproduction, or distribution of Your modifications, or

      for any such Derivative Works as a whole, provided Your use,

      reproduction, and distribution of the Work otherwise complies with

      the conditions stated in this License.



   5. Submission of Contributions. Unless You explicitly state otherwise,

      any Contribution intentionally submitted for inclusion in the Work

      by You to the Licensor shall be under the terms and conditions of

      this License, without any additional terms or conditions.

      Notwithstanding the above, nothing herein shall supersede or modify

      the terms of any separate license agreement you may have executed

      with Licensor regarding such Contributions.



   6. Trademarks. This License does not grant permission to use the trade

      names, trademarks, service marks, or product names of the Licensor,

      except as required for reasonable and customary use in describing the

      origin of the Work and reproducing the content of the NOTICE file.



   7. Disclaimer of Warranty. Unless required by applicable law or

      agreed to in writing, Licensor provides the Work (and each

      Contributor provides its Contributions) on an "AS IS" BASIS,

      WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or

      implied, including, without limitation, any warranties or conditions

      of TITLE, NON-INFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY, or FITNESS FOR A

      PARTICULAR PURPOSE. You are solely responsible for determining the

      appropriateness of using or redistributing the Work and assume any

      risks associated with Your exercise of permissions under this License.



   8. Limitation of Liability. In no event and under no legal theory,

      whether in tort (including negligence), contract, or otherwise,

      unless required by applicable law (such as deliberate and grossly

      negligent acts) or agreed to in writing, shall any Contributor be

      liable to You for damages, including any direct, indirect, special,

      incidental, or consequential damages of any character arising as a

      result of this License or out of the use or inability to use the

      Work (including but not limited to damages for loss of goodwill,

      work stoppage, computer failure or malfunction, or any and all

      other commercial damages or losses), even if such Contributor

      has been advised of the possibility of such damages.



   9. Accepting Warranty or Additional Liability. While redistributing

      the Work or Derivative Works thereof, You may choose to offer,

      and charge a fee for, acceptance of support, warranty, indemnity,

      or other liability obligations and/or rights consistent with this

      License. However, in accepting such obligations, You may act only

      on Your own behalf and on Your sole responsibility, not on behalf

      of any other Contributor, and only if You agree to indemnify,

      defend, and hold each Contributor harmless for any liability

      incurred by, or claims asserted against, such Contributor by reason

      of your accepting any such warranty or additional liability.



   END OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS



   APPENDIX: How to apply the Apache License to your work.



      To apply the Apache License to your work, attach the following

      boilerplate notice, with the fields enclosed by brackets "[]"

      replaced with your own identifying information. (Don't include

      the brackets!)  The text should be enclosed in the appropriate

      comment syntax for the file format. We also recommend that a

      file or class name and description of purpose be included on the

      same "printed page" as the copyright notice for easier

      identification within third-party archives.



   Copyright [yyyy] [name of copyright owner]



   Licensed under the Apache License, Version 2.0 (the "License");

   you may not use this file except in compliance with the License.

   You may obtain a copy of the License at



       http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0



   Unless required by applicable law or agreed to in writing, software

   distributed under the License is distributed on an "AS IS" BASIS,

   WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or implied.

   See the License for the specific language governing permissions and

   limitations under the License.
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PREAMBLE

The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide

development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation

efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and

open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership

with others.



The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and

redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The

fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 

redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved

names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,

however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The

requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply

to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.



DEFINITIONS

"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright

Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may

include source files, build scripts and documentation.



"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the

copyright statement(s).



"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as

distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).



"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,

or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the

Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a

new environment.



"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical

writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.



PERMISSION & CONDITIONS

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining

a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,

redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font

Software, subject to the following conditions:



1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,

in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.



2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,

redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy

contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be

included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or

in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or

binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.



3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font

Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding

Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as

presented to the users.



4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font

Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any

Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the

Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written

permission.



5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,

must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be

distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to

remain under this license does not apply to any document created

using the Font Software.



TERMINATION

This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are

not met.



DISCLAIMER

THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,

EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF

MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT

OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE

COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,

INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL

DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING

FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM

OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.






