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      Summary of the Previous Volume

      On our return from Orvil, Celes informed us she might have an inkling about the origin of the Collars of Domination, which had been a major factor in the conflict in the Dura Forest, and that she would be heading back to her homeland, the demons’ isle in the north, to investigate the matter. By sheer coincidence, Karen also wanted to get in touch with the demons to negotiate for more red magic crystals, so I asked Celes to take a group of us along with her.

      My initial impression of the northern isle was that it was really, really cold. But I got a fuller idea of the place when I looked up and saw auroras in the sky, which suggested it was a more whimsical place than I had been expecting. We followed Celes to her village, where she introduced us to her little sister, Mifa.

      “Shiro, Shiro, Shiro. At last we meet. My enemy. The rat who stole my dear sister away from me.”

      The second she laid eyes on me, Mifa declared I was her enemy, for some reason (I had no idea why). But despite her attempts to shut everyone out, she eventually became friends with Aina after spending some time with her.

      Unfortunately, things started to go south as soon as a merchant from the Setting Sun merchant guild named Jilvared made an appearance in the devils’ village. Using a peculiar magic item, he caused Mifa’s body to transform into a grotesque monstrosity, then said he would only undo the transformation if Celes joined him. The situation was looking desperate, but due to my quick-thinking and—perhaps more importantly—the help of my friends, we managed to save Mifa before it was too late.

      It didn’t end there, however, and I nearly jumped out of my skin when Jilvared summoned the Destruction Dragon, who was basically an anti-Dramom. Luckily, he didn’t prove to be much of a match for the combined might of the Immortal Dragon and Celes, who was in an “awakened” mode after consuming some of Dramom’s flesh. The Destruction Dragon and Jilvared eventually fled the scene when it became clear they couldn’t win.

      So yeah, a lot happened on our trip to the demons’ isle, but by the end of our time there, we’d managed to establish a new and improved trade agreement between Ninoritch and the village of the devils that would hopefully help both parties to thrive in the future. “All’s well that ends well,” as they say, and with all of that done and dusted, my friends and I were able to return to Ninoritch.

      Chapter One: Back In Ninoritch

      “Look, Mister Shiro! It’s snowing!”

      “Oh, so it is. Looks like it’s the snowy season here too.”

      We had just stepped out of the teleport gate in the Gigheena Forest, the woods to the east of Ninoritch. The gate was linked to an identical one on the demons’ isle, so once we activated it, we were instantly whisked back home.

      Prompted by Aina, I looked up at the sky and saw snow softly falling, each flake catching the sunlight in such a way on its descent, it almost looked like the air was sparkling.
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