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      Book 3: The Kingdom of Redford

      Chapter 1: Prologue

      The Kingdom of Redford was one of the largest and oldest nations on the continent of Carmine. Being on the southern end of the continent, its climate was fairly mild, the temperature remaining fairly stable across the year. Underground springs in the center of the kingdom fed a large lake, and when that coupled with the large stretches of flat ground, it made Redford well-suited to agriculture and dairy farming. The kingdom produced such an overabundance of food that they often lent a helping hand to their neighbors. On top of that, good government over the past generations had led to the Redford royal family being famously adored.

      As a result, the last few hundred years had been a time of unmitigated prosperity, cementing Redford as a powerful nation. The current king, Ryan Lou Redford, had taken the throne six years prior. He’d displayed remarkable charisma as he took over leadership of the country despite the chaos at the time, and he quickly made a name for himself as a wise king. 

      Born as fourth prince to a concubine of the previous king, he had grown up with the bare minimum of education in statecraft, his distance from the throne leaving him saddled with little in the way of expectations. As such, he had lived a relatively unfettered life. Fully intending to support his older brother’s claim to the throne, he’d spent most of his time traveling around allied nations under the pretense of studying abroad. As for how he’d ended up becoming king, it could only be said that coincidences conspired in his favor.

      Ryan’s father had never been great at building new things, but he was renowned as a king capable of protecting what already existed. Peaceful times were prosperous times. Instead of carrying himself with a striking charisma, he had a gentle, graceful aura about him. That personality should have attracted the best people, leading to a peaceful and effective government.

      That was what was supposed to have happened.



      Shortly after Ryan left to study abroad in the kingdom of Jaunbrillant, a mysterious illness swept through the capital of Redford.

      At first, it had seemed to be nothing more than a mild virus, but as time progressed, it developed into brutal symptoms: fever, vomiting, and violent coughing fits. In the end, victims lapsed into a coma, their bodies covered in strange bruises resembling worms crawling across their skin. It came to be called the “Red Eye plague” from the color of the victims’ eyes upon their deaths.

      More than half of people who contracted the disease died from it, and it spread indiscriminately, found just as readily in the slums as it was in the mansions of the rich and powerful. Most terrifying of all was that even the women of the inner palace succumbed to the disease despite rarely leaving the wing of the palace set aside for them. Strangely, there were no instances of the disease reported outside the capital.

      The king immediately locked down the city. He couldn’t allow the disease to spread throughout the entire kingdom. With no clues as to the source of the disease, their only hope at containing it was to quarantine the people who carried it.

      However, that also meant locking the royalty and nobility in the capital. Even if they understood this lockdown was meant for everyone’s safety, people acted irrationally when their own lives were at stake. In order to suppress those high-running emotions, the king and his close associates decided to remain in the capital themselves. Most of the remaining objections were quashed once the king allowed the children of those who were asymptomatic to evacuate.

      However, the third prince decided to remain in the city. “There’s the crown prince, the second prince, and even a fourth prince off studying in foreign lands. Three heirs is more than enough, so it should be fine for me to work on the ground,” the third prince declared, heedless of his own life. He always joked about being too dumb for his position and that he’d leave the hard thinking to his much smarter brothers. Ever since he was young, he had spent most of his time training with the knights of the kingdom, and that didn’t change when those knights were sent across the disease-ridden capital.

      The king, his queen, and his concubines elected to remain in the capital, hoping to offer solidarity with those suffering within the city. That act bolstered the resolve of the remaining nobility. Rather than panicking and fleeing, they followed the king’s orders. Even those permitted to evacuate respected the period of quarantine demanded of them to keep any infected from leaving the area.

      And so, despite being unable to find a cure for the disease, as winter set in, the disease mysteriously vanished...though not before taking the wise and gentle king, along with many of his subjects with it. Over half of the royals had lost their lives at that point. While the kingdom was deep in mourning, the crown prince ascended the throne, preparing for a dark and lonely winter.

      As citizens held out hope for a gentler spring, news of an uprising at the edge of the kingdom poured in. In such a distant city, the people there struggled to find accurate information on the crown’s handling of the disease. One person with ambitions for power began spreading rumors that the king had been a fool and had wanted to bring down as many of his own with him as possible when he’d grown ill. Such gossip incited people against the royalty.

      Despite the plague having decimated their army, the second prince led the majority of Redford’s surviving knights in quelling the rebellion. They made every effort to minimize the casualties on both sides, but splitting the kingdom’s army between quelling the rebellion and protecting the capital had been the rebels’ goal from the beginning. With the capital’s defenses stretched thin, a neighboring nation launched an attack on Redford. It had all been carefully calculated.

      Upon discovering the deception, the second prince immediately led his army back toward the capital, but the lord of the rebelling city marched out to attack them from behind. This ended in their killing of the second prince, who died in despair from this betrayal.

      When news of the invasion reached Ryan, he immediately gathered a force from among the troops of Jaunbrillant and returned home.

      Ultimately, he was too late. By the time he reached the capital, the damage had already been done; the city had been devastated, and the newly crowned king was dead. The sudden invasion had besieged the king and his people in the capital, where they would learn their walls were not as sturdy as they had hoped.
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