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      Prologue

      The town of Lavos was located in a remote corner of the northwestern region of the Duchy of Lumel in the Holy Empire of Novalis, the great nation that ruled over almost the entire continent. Though being in the periphery of the region’s capital might sound appealing, the only road out of town was flanked by wide open fields, and beyond that was nothing but forest and mountains.

      In other words, it was the boonies.

      A structure made of stone and brick stood by the town’s main road, illuminated by the vermilion sunset. It was the Lavos Branch of the adventurers’ guild.

      Inside, the blonde receptionist behind the counter looked troubled.

      “C’mon, Felicia, don’t be shy.”

      In front of the young lady was a middle-aged swordsman clad in bronze armor, casually leaning over the counter. “Let’s have a nice drink tonight. I already booked a table for us,” he insisted.

      “U-Um, I’m afraid that the guild doesn’t allow such things...”

      The young receptionist girl attempted to rebuff the man’s advances, but the man’s expression soured and he leaned even closer to her.

      “Hey. The great Galuzzo the Wild-Armed himself is offering you a fun night out here. Do you know just how much I’ve been contributing to this boring shithole of a guild?”

      “I-I’m quite aware, but—” The girl named Felicia glanced between Galuzzo and the bystanders hoping to get some help, but the few adventurers in the lobby clearly shrank away upon hearing the man’s name and title.

      Galuzzo the Wild-Armed was a famous and highly skilled adventurer known throughout the capital of Lumel, but he was also infamous for hitting on tavern waitresses, and beating up entire parties of adventurers who tried to stop him.

      “C’mon, let’s have some fun.” The man reached for Felicia’s shoulder, but someone grabbed his wrist.

      “Please refrain from discussing matters unrelated to adventuring within the adventurers’ guild premises.”

      “And who the hell are you?”

      A young, black-haired employee was the one who had stopped the man. The employee was unremarkable and unassuming—downright plain, even—but upon closer inspection had a handsome and well-kept face.

      “Tenes?” Felicia cried out of shock.

      Galuzzo laughed. “Oh? Didn’t know there were more cuties in here.”

      “I hate to disappoint you, but I’m male.”

      “Tch. Come to think of it, you do sound like a man. What a confusin’ look.” Galuzzo shook his arm free of the employee’s grip. “So who the hell are ya?”

      “I’m just a part of the guild’s administrative staff. A handyman, if you will.”

      “So you’re an errand boy? No puny errand boy gets to lay a hand on me!”

      “Sir, I’m afraid that stepping in to resolve disputes is part of my duties.”
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