
  
    [image: cover image]
  

  
    Johannes Kneifel


    Living Dictators
 of the World


    Engelsdorfer Verlag
 Leipzig
 2025

  


  
    Bibliografische Information durch die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek:


    Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet über https://dnb.de abrufbar.


    Angaben nach GPSR:


    www.engelsdorfer-verlag.de


    Engelsdorfer Verlag Inh. Tino Hemmann


    Schongauerstraße 25


    04328 Leipzig


    E-Mail: info@engelsdorfer-verlag.de


    Copyright (2025) Engelsdorfer Verlag Leipzig


    Alle Rechte beim Autor


    E-Book-Herstellung: Zeilenwert GmbH, Rudolstadt

  


  
    
Preface

      
      [image: ]

    


    I have been involved in the field of transportation all my life – especially civil aviation and aviation law. At the age of 85, I have decided to publish a book about the dictatorships that exist today. If there are any inaccuracies, I kindly ask for your indulgence.


    Dictatorships are designed to dominate and rule. In a dictatorship, people are told what to do and what not to do. Sometimes, a person, a family, a political party, or a military junta exercises unlimited power.


    Dictators often come from the military. Since 2020, there have been military coups in Mali, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina-Faso, and Sudan. The French army, which had contributed to political stabilization in numerous African states, was unfortunately asked to leave their countries by the new military rulers. Instead, the Russian mercenary force Wagner took over the previous tasks of the French army. Destabilization takes place wherever the Wagner mercenary force is active. In addition, the Islamist terrorist organizations in Africa have exacerbated the precarious situation.


    Some dictators have gone to school or studied in Europe: the dictator of North Korea, Kim Jong Un, Syria’s ruler, Bashar al-Assad or the leader of the Khmer Rouge, Pol Pot. Once military rulers have taken power, there is rarely a democratic transition of power.


    Although many African countries have enormous natural resources, they also have significant conflicts, which lead to refugee flows within Africa, Asia, and Western Europe.


    I have tried to trace the dictators’ lives and have listed their ranking status: Democracy, World Press, and Corruption.


    Prof. Dr. Dr. Johannes Kneifel, München, 2025
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        Mawalawi Hibatullah Akhundzada
Supreme Leader
 * 1959 in Sperwan, Kandahar, Afghanistan

      
    


    Hibatullah Akhundzada currently holds the position of Supreme Leader of the Taliban and is recognized as the de facto ruler of Afghanistan. His name, "Hibatullah," meaning "gift from God" in Arabic. It reflects his deep connection to his religious roots, as his father served as an imam. During the challenging times of the 1980s Soviet-Afghan War, his family relocated to Quetta, Pakistan, where he pursued education in Islamic schools. Following the traditional path of many young Afghan religious students, known as "talibs," Akhundzada received his education in Pakistan before returning to Afghanistan. He is a devoted husband to two wives and a father to eleven children.


    Akhundzada’s journey within the Taliban leadership has been marked by determination and resilience. Despite the uncertainties following the fall of the Taliban in 2001, he steadily ascended within the ranks. He served as a deputy to Mullah Akhtar Mansour, the Taliban leader killed in 2016. Following this loss, Akhundzada assumed the mantle of leadership in 2016, becoming the supreme spiritual leader of the Taliban.


    Drawing from his background as a former Islamic judge, Akhundzada has been instrumental in enforcing religious laws. His leadership has been defined by a commitment to uphold a strict interpretation of Islamic principles, which includes laws regarding gender segregation, women’s rights, and media censorship. Under his guidance, Afghanistan transitioned to a theocratic regime following August 2021, marking a new chapter in the nation’s history.


    Akhundzada’s influence extends beyond politics, encompassing religion and law. His efforts to uphold Islamic principles have been met with varying viewpoints, particularly concerning gender rights and media freedoms. His decrees on the prohibition of foreign television and gender segregation in public areas have sparked conversation and debate, impacting the international perception of Afghanistan. While his leadership has faced criticism, it has undoubtedly brought Afghanistan to the forefront of global discussions, shedding light on the nation’s socio-economic and political conditions.


    Remaining a figure of intrigue, Akhundzada prefers to exercise his leadership through his deputies, who oversee political, military, and religious affairs. His beliefs and his commitment to his vision for Afghanistan has led to a leadership style that has resonated deeply with his supporters, both within the country and beyond its borders.


    Ranking of 180 countries in the following indexes:


    Status of Afghanistan


    
      	Happiness index, No. 153



      	Quality of democracy. No. 125



      	World Press index, No. 177



      	Public Corruption, No. 162
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        Abdelmajid Tebboune
 President
 * 17.11.1945 in Mecheria, Algeria

      
    


    Tebboune’s family was very religious. His father was an Islamic religious teacher associated with the Association of Algerian Muslim Ulema. He attended a school run by this religious group and briefly associated himself with the National Liberation Front (FLN), which led Algeria’s war for independence from France.


    After graduating from high school, Tebboune enrolled in Algeria’s École Nationale d’Administration, a prestigious French-modeled school. There, he specialized in economics and finance and graduated in 1969. His early career involved civil service, starting as a trainee and then a provincial administrator in various provinces, including Djelfa and Adrar.


    Tebboune held several key positions under Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s leadership. He was promoted to


    
      	Deputy Minister of Local Government from 1991 to 1992



      	Minister of Communication and Culture from 1999 to 2000



      	Deputy Minister of Local Government from 2000 to 2001



      	Prime Minister of Algeria in May 2017, though his term lasted only a few months before he was replaced.



      	President of Algeria in December 2019 amid widespread unrest and boycotts during the elections.


    


    The Hirak protest movement, which had led massive demonstrations against the ruling elite, viewed him as an “ally of the military establishment”, which holds significant power in Algerian politics. Despite his campaign as the "people’s candidate," promising to fight corruption and revitalize the economy, many Algerians met his election with skepticism. Tebboune sought to reconcile with the Hirak movement, releasing detained protesters, but dissatisfaction among the youth remained unresolved.


    During his presidency, Algeria’s diplomatic relations with Morocco deteriorated, culminating in a break in relations in 2021 after tensions over Western Sahara and the Polisario Front’s independence efforts. Domestically, Tebboune replaced his Prime Minister Aimene Benabderrahmane with Mohamed Labaoui, a close ally, to maintain political stability.


    Tebboune’s leadership has been marked by continued suppression of prodemocracy groups, activists, and journalists, despite his efforts to present himself as a reformer. Married to Fatima Zohra Bella, they have five children together. Throughout his tenure, he has faced the challenge of balancing the demands of the public with the entrenched interests of Algeria’s powerful military and political elites.


    Ranking of 180 countries in the following indexes:


    Status of Algeria


    
      	Quality of democracy. No. 134



      	World Press index, No. 138



      	Public Corruption, No. 104
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        João Lourenço
 President
 * 05.03.1954 in Lobito, Angola

      
    


    João Manuel Gonçalve’s father, Sequeira João Lourenço, was a nurse and advocated for Angola’s independence from Portuguese colonial rule. His mother, Josefa Gonçalves Cipriano, was employed as a seamstress. His father was imprisoned in Portuguese Angola for his political activism. João Lourenço is married to Ana Afonso Dias Lourenço. She is a Member of Parliament of the Movimento Popular de Libertação de Angola (MPLA) and a former Minister of Planning. The couple has six children together.


    Lourenço joined the MPLA as a teenager, participating in the liberation movement against Portuguese colonialism, which had been fighting for independence since the early 1960s. In 1974, he was one of the first MPLA fighters to enter Angola from Congo-Brazzaville as part of the independence struggle.


    During the Angolan War of Independence, Lourenço started his military career, later continuing to serve during the protracted Angolan Civil War. In 1978, he traveled to the Soviet Union for further military education at the Lenin Military-Political Academy, where he earned a master’s degree in history.


    Upon his return to Angola in 1982, Lourenço climbed the military hierarchy and ultimately earned a promotion to the position of artillery general. He later transitioned into politics, becoming governor of the Moxico province in 1984.


    Lourenço held several high-profile positions in Angola’s government. From 2014 to 2017, he served as Minister of Defense. After that, he became Chairman of the MPLA, Angola’s ruling party. When the MPLA won a majority in the 2017 elections, Lourenço succeeded José Eduardo dos Santos as President, following his 38-year rule in Angola. He was sworn into office on September 26, 2017.


    Lourenço has focused on economic reforms and an anti-corruption drive during his presidency, attempting to distance himself from the legacy of his predecessor. However, political and economic challenges remain as Angola struggles with a high poverty level and an over-reliance on oil revenues.


    The health of former President José Eduardo dos Santos, who died in 2022, was a significant factor in the political landscape during Lourenço’s early years in office. Dos Santos maintained considerable influence over the MPLA and the country’s political system.


    Ranking of 180 countries in the following indexes:


    Status of Angola


    
      	Quality of democracy. No. 120



      	World Press index, No. 103



      	Public Corruption, No. 121
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        Ilham Aliyev
 President
 * 24.04.1961 in Baku, Azerbaijan

      
    


    Ilham Aliyev took on the position in 2003 after the passing of his father, Heydar Aliyev, who served as president from 1993 to 2003. Aliyev began his academic career in 1977 when he enrolled in the Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO-MSIIR). He received a PhD in history in 1985 and worked as a lecturer at MGIMO from 1985 to 1990.


    He married Mehriban Aliyeva on January 22, 1983, and the couple has three children. Mehriban Aliyeva currently holds the position of Vice President of Azerbaijan.
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