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“What a beautiful dream, son!” said Dad.
“Iphupho elihle kangaka, ndodanal” kusho uBaba.

“But, what will happen next?” asked Alex.

“Kodwa kuzokwenzekani ngokulandelayo?” kubuza
u-Alex.
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" “Hmmm, that's very important, isn't it?” said Dad.
Alex nodded.
“Hmmm, lokho kubaluleke kakhulu, akunjalo?” kusho
uBaba. Avume ngekhanda u-Alex.

“Then, why don’t we plan your dream
together?” asked Dad.

“Pho kungani singahleli ndawonye
iphupho lakho?” kubuza uBaba.

“That's a good
idea, Daddy!"”

“Isu elihle lelo,
Baba!”
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“Not this one, Daddy. | need the gray teddy bear,”

said Alex.
“Hhayi lona, Baba. Ngidinga u-teddy bear onombala

ompunga,” kusho u-Alex.
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hat happens next?” asked Alex with a big yawn.

‘Kuzokwenzekani ngokulandelayo?” kubuza u-Alex
ezamula kakhulu.

“We'll land on the fluffy, white cloud-pillows,” said Dad

quietly.

“Sizofika phezu kwemicamelo yefu ethambile, emhlophe,”
kusho uBaba ngokuthula.
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“I love you too, Daddy, but | can't sleep right now;”
said Alex.

“Ngiyakuthanda nami, Baba, kodwa angikwazi
ukulala njengamanje,” kusho u-Alex.

“Why, son? What's wrong?"” asked Dad.
“Ngobani ndodana? Kwenzenjani?” kubuza uBaba.

“I need a drink of water first,” Alex answered.
“Ngidinga ukuphuza amanzi kuqala,” kuphendula
u-Alex.
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“Then, we will go for a swim in the warm waters of the
sea. The breeze will be gentle and salty as we float atop
the calm, blue waves,” said Dad.

“Ngemva kwalokho, sizobhukuda emanzini afudumele
olwandle. Umoya ngeke ube namandia futhi ube nosawoti
njengoba sintanta phezu kwamagagasi azolile, aluhlaza
okwesibhakabhaka,” kusho uBaba.
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Dad looked at Alex sleeping and leaned over.
UBaba wabuka u-Alex elele futhi wancika.

“Goodnight, son. Goodnight, dear. | love you,” said
Dad. Then, he gave his son a kiss on his forehead.
“Ulale kahle ndodana. Ulale kahle, sithandwa.
Ngiyakuthanda,” kusho uBaba. Wayeseqabula
indodana yakhe esiphongweni.

“I will always love you. Goodnight!”
“Ngizohlale Ngikuthanda. Ulale kahle!”
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“Time for bed, son. Brush your teeth and put on your
pajamas. Climb into bed, and | will read you a story,” said
Dad.

“Isikhathi sokulala ndodana. Xhubha amazinyo
bese ugqoka izingubo zokulala. Gibela embhedeni,
ngizokufundela indaba,” kusho uBaba.

When Alex had climbed into bed, his dad read him a
story. After that, he tucked him in and leaned over.

Lapho u-Alex egibela embhedeni, ubaba wakhe wamfundela
indaba. Emva kwalokho wamshutheka wancika.
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Dad laughed. He went downstairs to get a gray teddy
bear from the couch. Then, he climbed the stairs back
up to his son’s room again.

Wahleka UBaba. Wehla eyolanda u-teddy bear ompunga
ngokombala esofeni. Wabe esenyuka izitebhisi ebuyela
ekamelweni lendodana yakhe futhi.
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“If you could be anything at all, Alex, what would you be?”,
“Uma ungaba yinoma yini, Alex, ubungaba yini?”

“I'd be a bird and float (\
on the breeze,” i N
answered Alex. \
“Ngingaba inyoni futhi .
ngintante emoyeni,”
kuphendula u-Alex.  *
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“Well, | don’t know what to dream about,”

answered Alex.
“Angazi ukuthi ngingaphupha ngani,” kuphendula
u-Alex.
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“Next, we will glide over the cool, gray mountains
and past the quiet forest,” said Dad.
“Okulandelayo, sizotshuza phezu kwezintaba
ezipholile, ezimpunga futhi sidlule ehlathini
elithulile,” kusho uBapa.
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“Here is your teddy bear. Now you can sleep;‘w
Dad.

“Nawu u-teddy bear wakho. Usungalala manje,” kusho
uBaba.

“Thank you, Daddy!"” said Alex.
“Ngiyabonga Baba!” kusho u-Alex.
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Dad went downstairs and poured a glass of water
for Alex. Then, he climbed the stairs back up to the
bedroom.

UBaba wehla ezitebhisini waya ezansi, wathelela u-Alex
amanzi. Wabe esenyuka izitebhisi ebuyela ekamelweni.

“Here you are, son. Now you can sleep,” said Dad.
“Nawa-ke amanzi ndodana. Manje usungalala,” kusho
uBaba.





OEBPS/d2d_images/image006.jpg
V' Alex drank the glass of water and lay back down.
His dad tucked him in and leaned over.
U-Alex wawaphuza amanzi, waphinde walala.
UBaba wakhe wamumbathisa futhi wancika.
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“Goodnight, son. Goodhnight, dear. | love you,” he said.
“Ulale kahle, ndodana. Ulale kahle, sithandwa,
Ngiyakuthanda” kusho uBaba.
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Dad walked across the room and
picked up a blue teddy bear.
Ubaba wadlula ekamelweni,

wacosha u-teddy bear oluhlaza
okwesibhakabhaka.

brought it bacl
and gave it to Alex:
Wabuya nawo 8
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“Goodnight, son. Goodnight, dear. | love you,” he said.
“Ulale kahle, ndodana. Ulale kahle, sithandwa,
Ngiyakuthanda” kusho uBaba.

“I love you too, Daddy, but | can't sleep right now.”
“Ngiyakuthanda nami, Baba, kodwa angikwazi ukulala
njengamanje.”

“Why, son? What's wrong?” asked Dad.
*onl ndodana? Kwenzenjani?” kubuza uBaba.

“I need my teddy bear,” answered Alex.
“Ngidinga u-teddy bear wami,” kuphendula u-Alex.
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Dad tucked in his son and the teddy bear and leaned
over.

UBaba wafaka indodana yakhe kanye no-teddy bear
ezingubeni futhi wancika.

“Goodnight, son. Goodnight, dear. | love you,” he said.
“Ulale kahle, ndodana. Ulale kahle, sithandwa,
Ngiyakuthanda” kusho uBaba.

“I love you too, Daddy, but | still can't sleep yet,” said
Alex again.

“Ngiyakuthanda nami, Baba, kodwa angikwazi ukulala
nnjengamanje.” Kusho u-Alex futhi.

“Why, son? What's wrong?” asked Dad.
“Ngobani ndodana? Kwenzenjani?” kubuza
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“First, you and | will soar through the soft,
fluffy clouds. The sun will warm our feathers,”
said Dad.

“Okokugala, mina nawe sizondiza phakathi
kwamafu atofotofo. llanga lizofudumeza
izimpaphe zethu,” kusho uBaba.

“The sunrise is beautiful, Daddy!” said Alex.
Dad nodded.

“Lihle ilanga, Baba!” kusho u-Alex. UBaba
wavuma ngekhanda.





