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			Praise

			“Reading this book will grant you a deeper understanding of Dragon Ball Z and its philosophies. The incredible insights will change the way you view the show forever.”

			– Alex’sDBZRPG.com

			“A fascinating perspective for you to experience Dragon Ball Z with. Rattling your perception of DBZ for the better.”

			– ScrewAttack.com 

			“It’s Over 9,000! reinvigorates the franchise. It’s a beneficial book for Dragon Ball Z fans and non-fans alike.”

			– iSugoi.com

			“Hallelujah and praise Kami-sama (or perhaps Shenron) for giving us Derek Padula and his amazingly thorough knowledge of what will always be THE “world-class” anime/manga series.”

			– MangaTherapy.com

			“For the Dragon Ball Z fan, It’s Over 9,000! is a must read. Much like how Joseph Campbell related the allegories, myths, and archetypes explored in his masterful Hero of a Thousand Faces to George Lucas’ Star Wars saga, Padula provides an equally fascinating exploration of the themes in Dragon Ball Z, imparting insight into just how philosophical and sophisticated the source material truly is.”

			– Shadowland Magazine

			“It’s a well-written and well-informed exploration that could only come from someone as passionately in love with the shonen epic as many of us are. A stunning service to those looking to turn a scholarly eye to the series, and a great primer for newcomers. From one Vegeta fangirl to the hundreds of others out there, you’ll find something to love.”

			– Japanator.com

			“A true masterpiece. Highly recommended!”

			– Namekusei.Wordpress.com
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			Foreword

			For the role of Vegeta I’m lucky that I didn’t have to go through an audition like I normally do. I was asked directly to do his voice and I am very thankful for that.

			However, there was this issue where whenever Goku fought with an enemy character, usually that character died after 4 weeks. So I thought ‘Okay, I guess this guy is gonna’ die in a few weeks too,’ but I figured it would be better to give this character my best shot, to breathe life into Vegeta and make him the ultimate villain.

			In Japanese there are many different ways of saying “I” and “You” (similar to saying thou, thee, or ye in English, but Japanese has way more and each of them are used in different situations), and I was careful not to use vulgar words that would make the character sound like some average villain. I intentionally used words that would sound more sophisticated yet intimidating, as a consummate villain should.

			As for “It’s Over 9,000!”, to be honest, as a Japanese I’m not so sure what it is about that line that people like so much and why it became so popular, hahaha. In fact, I would have loved for someone to explain it to me like Derek does in this book.

			But still, even though it was not my intention for that line to get so popular, me being the voice of that character, it makes me very happy that people enjoyed it so much.

			I feel very honored and lucky that I had the chance to play Vegeta, a character that is loved by so many people around the world.

			I am very grateful for that.

			Ryō Horikawa

			堀川りょう

			2012

		

	
		
			Introduction

			The Dragon Ball Z internet phenomenon known as “It’s Over 9,000!” went viral with over 7 million views on YouTube in the late 2000s. Dragon Ball Z “It’s Over 9,000!” When Worldviews Collide will explain the meaning behind “It’s Over 9,000!”, its significant pop cultural implications in mass media, and provide deep insights into what made the scene it’s based on so important.

			If you have heard the term “It’s Over 9,000!” on the Internet or from somebody saying it in person, you may have laughed, been a bit confused, or started saying it yourself! In any case I can tell you with confidence that you’re still missing a lot of the story. In this book you’ll learn exactly why “It’s Over 9,000!” became so popular and you’ll discover what happens between two Saiya-jins when worldviews collide.

			Part 1  “It’s Over 9,000!”

			In Part 1 you will learn what “It’s Over 9,000!” is, where it originated, and how it became so popular in the modern pop cultural landscape.

			Part 2  When Worldviews Collide: Goku versus Vegeta

			Underlying themes prevalent in the Dragon Ball Z series make their debut in a meme. It is through scenes of conflict in characters that these themes come to life and engage the viewer.  Two of the most prominent characters in the series, Goku and Vegeta, will be examined to show how their epic rivalry is a catalyst for profound growth.

			Part 3  A Thin Slice of Dragon Ball

			If “It’s Over 9,000!” represents a single letter of this evolving pop cultural language, than the Dragon Ball series embodies this unique alphabet. The significance lies in the community this creates, a language that is now understood by millions of fans that contribute to the identity of the collective and the individual.

			The “It’s Over 9,000!” phenomenon is thus a microcosm of the epic Dragon Ball phenomenon. This book is just one of an even richer collection of stories that are further revealed in the Dragon Ball Culture book.

			The journey of “Over 9,000” miles starts with a single turn of the page.

		

	
		
			PART 1  “It’s Over 9,000!”

			Dragon Ball Z is an extremely influential Japanese anime and pop culture success. The action packed television series reached its peak in Japan from 1990 to 1996 and in the United States from 1999 to 2003. This book gives an inside look into how one viewer transformed a typical Dragon Ball Z episode into a shorter clip that exploded in popularity on YouTube, receiving over 7 million views. The content of this video inspired a common pop culture Internet joke, or meme, called “It’s over 9,000!” that spread around the world.

			In episode 21 of Dragon Ball Z, Vegeta and Nappa, the two Saiya-jin aliens, have invaded Earth seeking the dragon balls so that they can have their wish for immortality granted by Shenron (Chinese: Shénlóng, 神龍), the God Dragon. Goku, the hero of the series, stands in their way, and they want to determine Goku’s battle power before they fight. 

			Vegeta uses his “Scouter” (Japanese: Sukautā, スカウター), an advanced energy-detecting device that tracks the number of an opponent’s battle power level. Vegeta watches Goku’s number increase rapidly as it rises up to power level 8,000 and then to over 9,000. Vegeta screams, “It’s over 9,000!” and breaks his Scouter in rage.

			Over nine years after its premiere in the United States, a humorously edited video of this segment was placed on YouTube and went viral. Through social media, “It’s over 9,000!” became a popular meme and is now a global Internet term that people use to describe anything of high quantity. 

			This book explains the “It’s over 9,000!” phenomenon.

			The Original “It’s Over 9,000!”

			To better understand the “It’s over 9,000!” phenomenon, we have to review the source material that was used to create it. Namely, the episode that the clip was taken from.

			In the original Dragon Ball Z episode, the Saiya-jins, Nappa and Vegeta, threaten Earth’s people and have already caused great damage. Up to this point in time Goku has been training in the afterlife with the celestial being, North Kaiō. After hastily returning to Earth, Goku speeds toward the battleground hoping that he can make it in time.

			When Goku arrives, he sees that many of his allies and lifelong friends have already died in the battle, and he is extremely upset at the news. He “powers up” with anger and prepares for the fight.

			The environment around Goku begins to react to his incredible energy. Vegeta’s Scouter picks up on Goku’s rising energy and begins making noises while flashing numbers on the panel in front of his eyes.

			The original scene of the American English dub occurs in episode 21 of the first season of DBZ, first aired on April 26, 1997. Here is the dialogue:

			Goku: “GREAAAAAAARRRGGHHH!” Powers up.

			Vegeta: “Power level’s … 8,000. Huh? Now, it’s over nine.”

			Goku: “YEAAAAAAGHHH!” Finishes powering up. The rocks levitating in the air fall down and the dust clears.

			Nappa: “Vegeta, what does the Scouter say about his power level?”

			Vegeta: Takes the Scouter off his head. “It’s over 9,000!” Crushes the Scouter in his hand.

			Nappa: “What, 9,000?! There’s no way that can be right, can it?!”

			That’s the entire scene. It was just one of many in the 508 episodes of the Dragon Ball series and warranted no special attention or recognition.

			However, nine years later, an edited version was created by a YouTube user, Kajetokun, and posted on October 17, 2006, called “9000!! NINE THOUSAAAAANDD!” This innocuous 30-second clip was looped continuously, chopped up, slowed down, sped up, and made into a highly comedic two-and-a-half-minute-long video.1 The original post on YouTube received over 5 million views as of June 28, 2009, and continued to spread globally. As of June 29, 2012, the original “It’s over 9,000!” video by Kajetokun had over 7.1 million views.

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		




















































	

OEBPS/font/NotoSansCJKjp-Regular.otf





OEBPS/font/BebasNeue.otf


OEBPS/font/Impact.ttf




OEBPS/image/cover-its-over-9000-1200x1800.png
WHEN WORLDVIEWS COLLIDE







OEBPS/toc.xhtml

		
		Contents


			
						Praise


						Foreword


						Introduction
					
								Part 1  “It’s Over 9,000!”


								Part 2  When Worldviews Collide: Goku versus Vegeta


								Part 3  A Thin Slice of Dragon Ball


					


				


						PART 1  “It’s Over 9,000!”
					
								The Original “It’s Over 9,000!”


								The Original “Over 9,000!” Was Really “Over 8,000!”


								“Over 9,000!” of What?


								Why Is Power Level Important?


								“It’s Over 9,000!” in the Real World


								The Perfect Catchphrase


					


				


						PART 2  When Worldviews Collide: Goku versus Vegeta
					
								2.1  Growth through Conflict


								2.2  Vegeta’s Perspective - Through the Lens of a Scouter


								2.2.1  Father Figures


								2.2.2  Human Nature in Action


								2.3  Goku’s Perspective - Earthlings and Inner Development


								2.3.1  Believing Before Seeing


								2.3.2  Dynamic and Broad Energy – Not Static


								2.3.3  He Who Conquers Himself


								2.4  Vegeta Clashes with Others


								2.4.1  The Evolving Eyes of a Super Elite


								2.4.2  Loss and Gain


								2.5  Goku Changes Those around Him


								2.5.1  Goku meets Raditz! The Violent Clash Begins! Raditz Dies!! Goku Dies!!


								2.5.2  It’s Over 9,000?! Impossible!!


								2.5.3  Minds and Bodies


								2.5.4  The Super Saiya-jin Will


								2.5.5  Broad Minded Vision and Narrow Minded Vision


								2.5.6  History Repeats Itself


								2.6  Vegeta is Multifaceted


								2.6.1  Blue, Red, and Gold


								2.6.2  Vegeta Awakens!


								2.6.3  “It’s Over 9,000!” Points to our own Humanity


								2.6.4  Dragon Ball Inspires


								2.7  The 3 Big Takeaways


					


				


						PART 3  A Thin Slice of Dragon Ball
					
								Transformation through Language


								Symbols and Stories


								Micro and Macro


								Only a Thin Slice


								The Dragon Soul will Live On!


					


				


						Next Steps
					
								Rate this Book


								Share this Book


								Write to the Author


					


				


						About the Author


						Dedication


						Over 19 Resources!
					
								Dragon Ball Info


								Multimedia


								Social News


								Videos


					


				


						Index


			


		
		
		Landmarks


			
						Cover


						Table of Contents


						Index


			


		
	




