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      Interlude: An Anticlimactic Victory

      The second battle in the C block, Kurogane Ikki versus Jougasaki Byakuya, ended in a way no one could have foreseen. In the previous round, Ikki had defeated the reigning Seven Stars Sovereign, but Byakuya had still come second in the previous year’s tournament. The crowd had been expecting a climactic battle. However, the moment the match had begun, Ikki had used Ittou Rakshasa and defeated Byakuya in less than a second. It was all so sudden that even the referee took a few seconds to process it.

      “Referee.”

      Ikki calling out to him brought the ref back to his senses, and he ran over to Byakuya to check on his condition. After confirming that Byakuya was out cold, he declared Ikki’s victory.

      “Wh-Wh-What on earth was that?!” the announcer screamed. “Kurogane Ikki shot forth the moment the match began and cut down Jougasaki Byakuya before he even had time to react!”

      “Wh-What the hell was that?!” an audience member exclaimed.

      “Did anyone see what he just did?”

      “N-No, I couldn’t see a thing. The match started, and then it was over...”

      Everyone in the crowd looked at each other in confusion. They still couldn’t believe the match was over. Ikki’s Ittou Rakshasa made him faster than the naked eye could follow, though, so it was hardly surprising.

      “That’s the technique he used in his match against the Thunderbolt. It’s an upgraded version of his Ittou Shura that hones his concentration even further and compacts all of his strength and mana into a single instant. On top of that, he used Twin Wings’s swordsmanship in conjunction with it to boost his speed even more. Those two techniques mesh extremely well together,” the new pro commentator who’d come in to take over for Muroto, Yaotome, said thoughtfully. She was a young woman in a sharp suit and stylish glasses.

      “Is Ittou Rakshasa really that compatible with Twin Wings’s swordsmanship?” the announcer, Iida, turned to her and asked.

      “Absolutely. Another One’s Noble Arts and Twin Wings’s techniques stem from the same core concept: Gathering up all of one’s strength and using it in one explosive burst. They both excel at that, so it’s only natural they’d synergize. If you look at the official record for how long this match lasted, you’ll understand just how impressive the combination is.”

      Iida looked over at the scoreboard to check.

      “U-Unbelievable! You’re telling me that match lasted just 0.8 seconds?! Kurogane Ikki’s taken out last year’s second-place fighter in record time!”

      “I-It didn’t even take him a second?!” someone in the audience cried.

      “Hey, does anyone know what the old record was?!”

      “I’m pretty sure it was twenty seconds.”

      “So he was more than twenty times faster than the old record!”

      “H-He’s so cool...”

      “Holy shit, kid, you’re amazing! I’m looking forward to you sweeping the whole tournament!”
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