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      Grammar is important, but far too many people seem to want it to be difficult.

      Grammar should be easy to learn, at least that’s what we believe. With that in mind, I’ve written several grammar books for adults and several for children. (The No Mistakes Grammar and No Mistakes Grammar for Kids series).

      Continuing along the lines of making grammar easy, I’ve written a new series: No Mistakes Grammar Bites, which will consist of several books, each dealing with two grammar lessons that seem to give people trouble. I’ll try to explain them thoroughly but in as much “plain language” as possible. No grammatical terminology unless necessary, and it shouldn’t be necessary.

      As in all my nonfiction books, the ✅ and ❌ represent correct and incorrect sentences, and the 🐗 means the following sentence is a “tip” to remember.

      Each book will sell for an almost-impossible-to-resist ninety-nine cents. Pay ninety-nine cents, and learn a lesson for life.

      Instead of being the person who wonders whether they’ve said or written something right, be the one who wonders why someone else didn’t say or write it correctly.
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      This book deals with “Grammar Myths,” and while some of the chapters are myths, the first one is only partly myth.

      It’s not that difficult to know when to use which versus when to use that; they follow a fairly strict set of rules.

      You would say, “My van, which has a wheelchair ramp, is black.” Or, you would say, “My van that has a wheelchair ramp, is black.” (Notice the commas after van and ramp in the first sentence while they are missing in the second.) When you used which the phrase that it introduced “has a wheelchair ramp” wasn’t an essential part of the sentence. Look below and you’ll see it can be removed without affecting the main part of the sentence.

      Examples: You don’t need to state it has a wheelchair ramp. "My van is black"  works on its own.

      But suppose you had two vans and only one had a ramp. In that case, you might say, "My van that has a wheelchair ramp is black." In such a case, your explanation of the ramp is necessary to select the proper van, especially if both of them are black.

      The first uses which and takes a comma before and after the “wheelchair ramp” clause. The second uses that and does not use commas.

      Whenever you use that to start a clause, the clause is usually necessary and, therefore, needs no commas.

      A few more examples of essential and nonessential phrases follow.

      
        	My brother Chris moved here from Philadelphia.

        	My wife, Mikki, loves animals.

      

      I have four brothers, so naming Chris was necessary to distinguish him from the others; on the other hand, I have only one wife, so naming her was simply extra information—unnecessary to the sentence.

      If you removed Chris from the sentence, you wouldn’t know which brother moved here. But if you removed Mikki from the sentence, you’d still know it was my wife who loves animals.

      Note: there has been a trend to eliminate the comma in situations like the above, even when there is only one person. So in the example cited: “My wife, Mikki, loves animals.” It would be: “My wife Mikki loves animals.”
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